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Discussion Questions  

For Connection Group Leaders 
 

“Planting Good Seed into a Good Ground” 

 
Each week you will want to include the following components in your 

Connection Group meeting: 

 
1. Welcome – This is a time for our group to have a little fun together and to get 

better acquainted with each other. It is a fantastic opportunity for us to glean 

insights into the life of each member. Use the group opener questions for this 
section of the meeting. 

 
2. Worship – This is an occasion for us to turn our focus in the right direction.  

We spend time in praise and adoration to the Lord for who He is and what He 

has done in our lives. Let the worship lead you into a time of Spirit lead prayer 
and ministry to each other.  

 
 

Ministry: Allow your group members to edify each other with the 

spiritual gifts that God has given to them. Pray for each other and 

allow the Spirit to minister through His people.  

Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, edification, 

comfort) Is there a word of tongues and an interpretation? Does 

someone need special prayer? Etc.  

 
3. Word – As a group, we open God’s Word and we discuss the topic before us 

and learn how to apply the Word of God to our everyday situations. We take 

the sermon that was preached and make it applicable and practical to our 
everyday situations.  

 

4. Works – We discuss and plan how we as a group will actively reach out to the 

lost and hurting around us. This is where we strategize how we will put “shoe 
leather” to the truth of God’s Word. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Sermon Series: “Christmas Message 2019” 

  2 

 

◆ Lesson #1 – JOSEPH 

 

Scriptures: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

1. Describe a time when you felt out of control. Your example can be light-

hearted or serious.  

2. As an adult are you still excited when Christmas comes?  

 
Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. Give a 

summary of the topic to update those who did not hear the message.  
 

1. What catches your attention most in this very familiar account of the birth 

of Jesus? What do you learn about Joseph from these verses? Why was 
he called the forgotten man of Christmas?  

2. Why did the Lord make sure Matthew included the words “before they 

came together” in this verse? How significant is this detail in the salvation 

of people’s soul? (Matthew 1:18)  
3. What was Joseph’s first thought as he tried to figure out what to do about 

Mary’s out of wed-lock pregnancy? (Matthew 1:19) 

4. What changed Joseph’s mind? (Matthew 1:20-21) 

5. In verse 20, the angel calls him, Joseph, the son of David? Do you think 

the fact that Joseph knew he was a “son of David” helped him in any way 

to accept the angel’s words?   

6. Just like Zechariah, Joseph was directly given a name for the child. What 

was the name to be? Why “Jesus”? (Matthew 1:21) 

7. Based on verses 24-25, what effect did the angel’s message have on 

Joseph?  

8. Do you think that Joseph’s obedience to God became easy after the 

angel’s visit? How did it remain costly? (Matthew 1:24-25) 

9. Sometimes God will require risky, frightening obedience on our part. Can 
you recall a time when you were certain that God was nudging you 

toward this kind of obedience? How did you respond?  

10. Joseph was tough when he could have been weak. Are you tough-

minded, determined to do what is right no matter what it costs?  
11. Are you trusting even when you think you could figure out a better way 

to do things?  

12. What other characteristics of Joseph impress you the most?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Plan an outreach this Christmas. As a group, pray for a family or friends 

to reach out with the love of God this Christmas.  

• Pray for one another to grow in your relationship with God.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆ Lesson #1 – MARY 

 

Scriptures: Luke 1:26-38 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

1. What is your favorite thing about Christmas? 

2. What have you been told about the events surrounding your birth?  

 

Discussion Questions: 
  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. Give a 

summary of the topic to update those who did not hear the message. In 

some question’s answers were given to help the facilitator.  
 

1. Name all the things you learn about this young girl? (Luke 1:26-30) 

Answers are given as a help to the facilitator.  
• She lived in the Galilee area of Israel, city of Nazareth. 

• She was unmarried, a virgin. 

• She was soon to be married to a man named Joseph (of the tribe of 

David). 
• Her name was Mary. 

• An angel just appeared to her. 

2. What do you learn about Jesus Christ from the angel’s announcement 

(Luke 1:30-33)?  

3. How does Gabriel’s word to Mary compare with his word to Zechariah 

(Luke 1:13-17)?  

4. How do you suppose Mary felt about the angel’s message foretelling her 

supernatural pregnancy? (Luke 1:30-37) 

5. What do you think was the hardest thing for Mary to comprehend?  

• Being favored by God 

• Getting pregnant as a virgin 

• Who her child was going to be?  

• How to explain her pregnancy to others, especially Joseph and her 
family?  

6. If an angel today were to reveal God’s plan for your life, what would you 

do?  

7. What about Jesus stands out to you the most?  
• His conception - by the Holy Spirit from a virgin mother 

• His humanity – as a man who can relate to us 

• His deity – God’s holy Son 

• His authority – as an eternal King 

• His mission – as Savior 

 

8. How did you come to an understanding of who Jesus is?  

• It came in an instant. 

• It came over time. 
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• It has begun. 

• It is still coming. 
• It hasn’t come very clearly yet. 

9. How would you describe your relationship with Jesus Christ now?  

• Exciting 

• Steady 
• Stagnant 

• Confusing 

• Growing 

10. The verse 37, the angel tells Mary that “nothing will be impossible with 

God.” How should that response comfort and encourage us today?  

11. How can this group pray for you this week?  

 

 

 

Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Plan an outreach this Christmas. As a group, pray for a family or friends 

to reach out with the love of God this Christmas.  

• Pray for one another to grow in your relationship with God.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆ Lesson #3 – HEROD 

 

Scriptures: Matthew 2 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

1. Who is your favorite movie villain? Why?  

2. Who’s that bible character that you dislike the most?  

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. Give a 

summary of the topic to update those who did not hear the message.   

 

1. What do you know about Herod and his time? (Matthew 2) 

2. How and why were reactions different for those who became curious or 

concerned about the news of Christ’s birth? (Matthew 2:1-8)  

3. Why did Herod run to the chief priests and scribes for answers? When you 

face challenging situations, do you seek counsel from people who will 

speak truth or people who will confirm what you want to hear? Explain.  

4. The more we love controlling our own lives, the harder it is when we lose 

control. What is a natural first reaction when your personal “empire” feels 

threatened? 

5. What does Herod’s response say about his view of the Messiah? How did 

Jesus meet or contradict those expectations? 

6. How did Herod’s hostility toward Jesus Christ, as stated in Matthew 2:6, 

show how Herod would feel about Jesus throughout his Life? 

7. The wise men showed up to worship the new King, and they came 

bearing gifts. What gifts do you bring to God in worship? ,(Matthew 2:9-

11) 

8. How are people today like those above with curiosity, concerns & 

reactions about God’s word & Jesus? 

9. What do you think contributed to the significant contrast between the 

Magi and Herod in their response to the newly born king of the Jews? How 

can a competitive, prideful, or insecure spirit affect a person’s behavior?  

10. What have you found helpful in learning how to set aside 

competitiveness, pride and insecurity? 

 

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 
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CG Action Steps 
 

• Plan an outreach this Christmas. As a group, pray for a family or friends 

to reach out with the love of God this Christmas.  

• Pray for one another to grow in your relationship with God.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆ Lesson #4 – THREE MAGI 

 

Scriptures: Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

1. Who are the persons you look to for advice?  

2. What is one of the most meaningful gifts that has been given to you?  

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. Give a 

summary of the topic to update those who did not hear the message. 

1. Why was it important that Jesus be born in Bethlehem? (Matthew 2:1,6) 

2. What external and internal factors prompted the Magi to search for Jesus? 

What did the Magi acknowledge about Jesus? What titles did they gave 

him? (Matthew 2:2) 

3. What impact did the Magi’s arrival have? Why were Herod and all 

Jerusalem disturbed? (Matthew 2:3-4) 

4. Read verse 11, when they saw the child with his mother Mary, what did 

the Magi do? What is the significance of their bowing down to him? 

(Rev.5:8-10).  

5. Since the Magi were pagan astrologers, why would they leave everything 

to follow that star?  

6. Note the responses of the Magi upon seeing Jesus. How is that similar to 

the response that Christians make to Jesus? How is it different?  

7. What do the star, the Magi, the gifts, the homage, the hostility and the 

prophecy teach about the significance of Jesus?  

8.  The Magi worship Jesus reverently, how does this influence your 

understanding of worship? 

9. Through what means did God inform the wise men about Jesus and the 

danger of Herod? (Matthew 2:12) 

10. How does the fact, God brought to pass that which had been prophesied 

centuries earlier influence your understanding about Him? How does this 

affect you in relating to Him?  

11. What do you learn in this study about Jesus our Shepherd, the only one 

worthy of our worship? How can we truly worship him this Christmas?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Plan an outreach this Christmas. As a group, pray for a family or friends 

to reach out with the love of God. 

• Plan to give a gift to the group or individual that you wanted to reach out 

this Christmas.  

• Pray for one another to grow in your relationship with God.  

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
 




