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Discussion Questions  

For Connection Group Leaders 
 

“Guard the Flock” 

 
Each week you will want to include the following components in your 

Connection Group meeting: 

 
1. Welcome – This is a time for our group to have a little fun together and to get 

better acquainted with each other. It is a fantastic opportunity for us to glean 
insights into the life of each member. Use the group opener questions for this 

section of the meeting. 

 

2. Worship – This is an occasion for us to turn our focus in the right direction.  

We spend time in praise and adoration to the Lord for who He is and what He 

has done in our lives. Let the worship lead you into a time of Spirit lead prayer 

and ministry to each other.  
 

 

Ministry: Allow your group members to edify each other with the 

spiritual gifts that God has given to them. Pray for each other and 

allow the Spirit to minister through His people.  

Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, edification, 

comfort) Is there a word of tongues and an interpretation? Does 

someone need special prayer? Etc.  

 
3. Word – As a group, we open God’s Word and we discuss the topic before us 

and learn how to apply the Word of God to our everyday situations. We take 

the sermon that was preached and make it applicable and practical to our 

everyday situations.  

 

4. Works – We discuss and plan how we as a group will actively reach out to the 

lost and hurting around us. This is where we strategize how we will put “shoe 
leather” to the truth of God’s Word. 
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◆ Lesson #1 – Motivation for Writing the Letter 

 

Scripture: Jude 1:1-3 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 
 

• Have you ever received a letter from someone that really encouraged 

you? Who was it from? Why was it so encouraging to you?  

• If you could encourage one person in your Connection Group, who would 

it be? What would you like to say to them? (Take the time to let your 

group members encourage each other.) 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. Share the introductory material to the Epistle of Jude with your group so 

that they may better understand the background and setting of the book. 

2. What do we know about the man Jude? (v. 1) What does his name mean? 

Who was James? Why do you think that Jude does not identify himself as 

the brother of Jesus Christ? 

3. To whom was Jude writing his letter? (v. 1) 

4. How does Jude describe God’s people? (v. 1) 

5. What does it mean to be “called” by God? (v. 1b) 

6. In what ways are we loved by God? (v. 1 c) 

7. What does it mean to be a servant of Jesus Christ? (v. 1) In what ways are 

we to be identified as a servant of Christ? 

8. Jude uses the word “keep” or “kept” five times in this little letter. In verse 1 

Jude says that we are “preserved” or “kept” by Jesus Christ? What does 

that mean? (Read John 10:11) Who is the source of defense and protection 
for the sheep? Why is this truth so important for God’s people to 

understand? 

9. Jude says in verse 3 that it was needful for him to write this letter to the 

saints. Who are the saints that he is referring to? What is a saint? How 

does one become a saint? How does this truth encourage you? 

10. What is the purpose of the book of Jude (v. 3)? Why is it important to 

contend for the faith that was delivered to the saints? What was going on at 

that time? What are some ways that we need to fight for the truth today? 

Give some ways that God’s Word is under attack today? 

11. According to Jude we are: 1) special to God, 2) secure because of God, 

3) sent by God, and 4) strengthened by God. In what way do these truths 

encourage you? Why do you think it was important that Jude begin his 

letter with this encouragement? 
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12. How do these first three verses strengthen you and your identity in 

Christ? 

 

13.How does Jude express his desire for the welfare of the brethren in verse 2? 

How do we receive this mercy and peace? (see Titus 3:5-6 and Romans 

5:1) Mercy and peace are available to us because of what? (verse 21) 

14.How is Jude’s passion for the people of God seen in this letter?  

15.What is his main purpose for writing this short note? (v. 3) 

16.What is an apostate? (see also 2 Peter 3:17) Why are they so dangerous to 

the Body of Christ?  What kind of damage do they do? Who is ultimately 

behind these attacks on the church? (see 2 For. 11:13) 

17.What was the word that God wanted Jude to write to these saints? What did 
Jude want to write about? (v. 3) What would have happened if Jude had 

disobeyed God? Would we have such a warning? Would we know how 

important it is for us to “earnestly contend for the faith”? 

18.Have you ever stopped to think about how many people are affected when 

we ignore the direction of the Holy Spirit? Have you ever had an occasion 

where the Holy Spirit prompted you to change direction or do something 

different than you where planing to do? Explain your answer. Are you glad 

that Jude did not ignore God’s change of direction? Why? 

19.How does Jude begin to describe these false prophets who have come in 

among them? (v. 4) How did they get in?  

20.What does Jesus say about False prophets in Matthew 7:15? How does Paul 

describe these false prophets (Romans 16:17)? How about the Apostle John 

(see 1 John 4:1)?  

21.Jude says that these ungodly people “turn the grace of our God into 

lasciviousness.” What does “lasciviousness” mean? (Lasciviousness 

represents all that is filthy, degrading, lewd, and obscene.) How are they 

turning the grace of God into lasciviousness? (see Rom. 6:1) 

22.What is another characteristic of and Apostate mentioned in verse 4? 

Anyone who professes that Jesus Christ is anything less than God in the 

flesh is a false teacher. So, how should we respond when confronted with 

false teachers and false teaching? 

23.What was is expected of the Saints in this passage? How are they to move 

into action? How are the saints to contend for the faith that was handed 

down to them? 

24.What will happen if the saints do not deal with these apostates? Have you 
ever been in a church where they refused to address false prophets?  What 

ultimately happened to the church? 

25.Is there any area of your life that you are allowing the enemy to deceive 

you and lead you in a wrong direction? Are you treating God’s grace as a 

license to sin? If so, what steps do you need to take to contend for your 

faith? 
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Intentional Discipleship: 

How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What specific action do 

I need to take?  What practical lessons can we share with those that we are 

discipling? Write it down!  Start applying it!  Share it with others! 

 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• What are some practical ways that our CC can step out and demonstrate 

God’s love to the people around us? 

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? Have they all 

completed our IDT levels of spiritual development? If not, what is holding 

them back? 
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◆Lesson #2 – Illustrations of Apostasy 

 

Scripture: Jude 1:4-7 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• Are you more likely to err on the side of doing what you shouldn’t, or not 

doing what you should? Explain.  

• Have you ever noticed certain products that have very strange warning 
labels on them? Give examples? Why do they put these labels on these 

products?  Do you read warning labels on products you purchase? How 

about your medicines? How about household products? Why or why not? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

   Most sermons have 3 different parts: explanation, illustration and 

application. Explanation is presenting the meaning of a specific biblical text, 

application shows how to put the principles of Scripture to work in our lives, 

and illustration is a reference, a quote or a short story that is intended to help 

people to better understand the text. 

   Jesus used many illustrations in His preaching and teaching. He often used 

Parables to help His audience better understand His message. Someone has 

said that a sermon illustration is “a window that lets the light in on the truth of 

the Word.” In his Epistle, Jude used several illustrations to help us better 

understand the issue of apostasy in the church. In our selected text he gives 

six examples of apostasy in the past. (Remember, apostasy speaks of a 

departure from the faith.) 

In this study Jude gives three examples of apostasy.  

1) A Jewish Example (v. 5) 

2) An Angelic Example (v. 6) 

3) A Gentile Example (v. 7) 

 
1. Define what it means to apostatize? (Definition: a departure from the faith, 

a departure from truth, a departure from God.) 

2. How do each of these illustrations help the readers better understand 

apostasy? Explain. How would these illustrations help the reader to better 

understand the problem of apostasy? How would it help them to contend for 

the truth?  

3. What were the severe consequences that each of these groups faced 

because of their apostasy? 

4. Can you think of any modern day examples of apostasy?  

5. From each of these illustrations, what lesson is Jude wanting his readers to 

know about these apostates? 
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Information for CG Leaders: 

Lessons learned from the illustrations: 

1) The Angels had been in the very presence of God, they had 

witnessed His glory, His goodness and His majesty, yet they 

turned away from Him. 

2) The Children of Israel had been delivered from bondage by the very 

hand of the Lord, but they turned away and would not follow Him. 

3) The people of Sodom and Gomorrah had heard of the mighty works 

of God, they had experienced His blessings and goodness, but 

they refused to turn to Him. 

6. What can we learn from the error of these apostates?  

7. How can we help each other to avoid the deception of apostasy? 

8. What are the three illustrations of apostasy that Jude gives in verses 4-7? 

9. What do we learn from these three examples? 

10. How do each of the examples from history (vv. 5-7; 11) relate to 

problems of unbelief, immorality, violence and rebellion? 

11. What were the consequences that each of these examples faced? (see 

related verses: Deuteronomy 1:35; Numbers 13:30; 2 Peter 2:4; 1 Cor. 

15:24-25; Genesis 19:12-13 & 24-25) 

12. What is the promised consequences for rebellion today? (vv. 14-15)  

13. Who will execute the coming judgment for the apostate? (see Rev. 

20:11-15) 

14. Why is this punishment so severe? What does this say about apostasy, 

and those who follow that path? 

15. Do you see why it is so important for us to be alert and to contend for 

the faith that was delivered to us? Does this help you to better understand 

how the enemy works? What specific insights have you learned so far? 

16. How can the saints contend for the faith without becoming contentious? 

Explain. 

 

CG Action Steps 
 

• Take time this week to write a note of encouragement to a member of 

our CG.  Give them a verse that will comfort them and remind them of 

God’s goodness to them. Pray for one another each day. 

• In what way can our group reach out and demonstrate the Gospel to 

someone who is going through a tough time? Don’t just talk about it – 

take action! 
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◆ Lesson #3 - Exposing the Enemy 

 

Scripture: Jude 1:8-13 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• Did you ever run out of money when you were away from home? What 
did you do? Who helped you in your time of need? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. In verse 4, Jude explains the deception of the apostates.  In verse 8-10, 

he goes into great detail explaining the dealings (or the actions) of the 

apostates. What does he reveal about their actions (v. 8)? (Leader’s 

notes: They 1) “defile the flesh” - which means that they engage in base 

and abnormal immorality. 2) “They reject authority” - they reject 

authority and seek to overthrow it. They rebel against governmental 
authority, they rebel against those in authority within the church, and 

they rebel against the ultimate authority - the Lord Jesus Christ. 3) “They 

speak evil of dignitaries” - Apostates are quick to slander any type of 

authority figure, whether it be secular authority, pastoral authority, or 

Christ Himself.) 

2. Why does Jude call them “dreamers” (v. 8)? What were they doing? Can 

you give some modern-day examples of people like this?  

3. What does it mean when Jude says that these apostates “defile the flesh” 

(v. 8)? Note how he compares them to Sodom and Gomorrah in this 

letter. How are they like that? What is a characteristic of the modern-day 

apostate? 

4. What does Paul teach about these people in Titus 1:15-16?  

5. Jude says that “they reject authority,” (v. 8) what does he mean by that? 
In what ways do they do this in the church today? (Notice what the 

Scripture says about how we are to respond to authorities (see Col. 1:16-

18; Romans 13:1-2). 

6. Apostates are Irreverent (v. 8). “They speak evil of dignitaries,” or they 

speak slander those in authority. How do we see this today in our world? 

In the church? 

7. What is the result of these kinds of behavior? How does it affect 

individuals, and the church as a whole?  

8. Have you ever found yourself acting out in any of these areas? If so, what 

did you do to correct the behavior and move away from participating in 

such things? How did it affect others around you? Be specific. 

9. What is the doom of the apostates? Why do you think that God is so hard 

on these individuals?  
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10. What lessons do we learn from the three individuals that Jude mentions? 

(vv. 10-13) Cain, Balaam, Korah.  Each of these individuals faced severe 

consequences for their actions. How are they examples of Apostates? In 

what ways were they damaging the people of God? 

11. What warnings do we see in the passage? What is the end of the 

apostate and their behavior?  

 

CG Action Steps 

• What steps do we need to take as a group to keep from being lead 

astray by apostates? How can we be involved in the process of guarding 

the flock of God? How can we encourage and support our leadership in 

this role? 

• How can we best pray for and support those that are charged with 

leading our church and congregations? 
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◆ Lesson #4 - Admonitions 

 

Scripture: Jude 1:12-19 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• What funny things did you and a sibling argue about? Explain. 
• Which would best describe you as a child: “little angel” or “holy terror”? 

Why? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. What danger is there described in these verses (vv. 12, 16)? 

2. Think through each symbolic description and picture what it looks like 

(notice that there are six of them) (vv. 12-13). 

3. Who was Enoch (see Genesis 5:18-21)? What did he prophesy? 

4. What word is repeated in verse 15? What significance does that have? 

What is Jude stressing? 

5. What will Jesus bring when He comes back (v. 15)? What event is Jude 

referring to?  

6. What is the difference between grace, mercy, and justice? When Jesus 

came the first time what did He bring? When He comes again, what will 

He bring?  

7. Jude refers tho these people as ungodly, what is the significance of that 

term in reference to these people? 

8. What is wrong with the behaviors described in verse 16? 

9. In what ways have you personally experienced God’s grace? His mercy? 

In what ways have you experienced God’s justice in your life? 

10. What prophetic warning do the Apostles of Christ give to God’s people? 

(v. 17; see also 2 Peter 3:1; Rev. 1:7; James 5:7; 1 Thess. 5:2) 

11. How will we know that we are living in the last times (vv. 18-19)? Do we 

see this today? If so, in what ways?  

12. In Jude’s warning to the church he describes certain attributes that will 

identify these apostates (vv. 16-19)? What are they? (Notice that they 1) 

tell us what they do, and 2) it tells us why they do it.) What does this 

reveal about these individuals? 

13. Why is it so important that we clearly recognize the enemy? What will 

our ignorance do?  

14. What are some important lessons that you have learned from our study 

of Jude? How have they encouraged you, or given you much needed 

insight? 
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CG Action Steps 
 

• As a CG plan to have a “guest night.” Encourage everyone to invite at 

least one friend to the meeting. Have a time to eat together, play a 

game, and before closing the meeting ask some people to share their 

personal salvation story and take a moment to share the Gospel with the 

group. As you close the meeting invite people to receive God’s gift of 

salvation. 

• Take time to plan and pray for this special event. 
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◆ Lesson #5 - Jude’s Final Instructions 

 

Scripture: Jude 1:20-25 

 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to discuss.) 

 

• What is your favorite pet? If People have pets that are like them in some 
way, what does your choice of pet say about you? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

  Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  Select 

ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life Group. 

 

1. In Jude’s closing instructions and warnings, he mentions three things that 

the believer needs to do in order to handle these apostates. What are these 

three things that will help us to be ready and able to “contend for the 

faith”? (CG Leader material: 1) Labor for the Lord, 2) Lean upon the Lord, 
and 3) Love the Lord. vv. 20-25) 

2. How are we to labor for the Lord? (vv. 20-23) (CG Leader material: It 
involves Discipleship (v. 20), and 2) It involves discernment (vv. 22-23). 
Why is discipleship so important when it comes to dealing with apostasy? 

How is discernment used in battling apostasy? 

3. If we are going to be successful in laboring for the Lord, why is it important 

that we lean upon the Lord?  

4. How do we lean upon the Lord? (CG Leader material: we must 1) talk to 
Him v. 20, and we must 2) trust Him v. 21) (see also 1 John 5:14) 

5. In Matthew 22:37, Jesus states the greater commandment. What is that 

commandment? Jude show us in verses 24-25 several reasons for loving 

the Lord, what are those reasons? (CG Leader material: 1) Love Him 
because of what he has done (v 25); 2) Love Him because for what He is 
doing (v 24b); 3) Love Him because of what he will do (v. 24c); 4) Love 
Him because of who He is (vv. 24-25)  

6. How does Jude describe God in the closing verses? Why should that stir up 

love in us for Him? 

7. What is our duty to the doubter who is merely flirting with falsehood (v. 22) 

To one already involved with evil (v.24)? How does the Rescuer avoid 

falling into the same danger as those who play with fire?  

8. What role does God play in the believer’s safety, sacrificial commitment, 

and sense of joy (v. 24)? How do you explain this picture of God with the 

contrasting one in verse 5-7?) 

9. What can make a church vulnerable to false teachers today: a) boredom? 

b) Lust? c) Attraction to personalities? d) Apathy? Explain your answer. 

10.What “spiritual body-building” plan could help keep you strong in God’s 

love (vv. 20-21)? 
11.Someone has said, “All it takes for evil to prevail is for a few good men to 

do nothing.” What is one thing you could do this week to help keep this 

truism from becoming a reality where you live and work? 

12.What has caused you to doubt your faith at times? Who helped you then? 

How? 
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13.In light of the warnings in Jude, what hope do you find in verses 24-25? 

How does that help as your struggle? 

14.Are the advantages of “contending” worth the possible disturbances? What 

might one lose? What will they win? 

15.Why is the closing blessing especially significant for the church to whom 

Jude is writing? 

16.How has this study in the Epistle of Jude helped you with your walk? How 

can it aid you in the days ahead? 

 

 

CG Action Steps 

• Take time to pray for LCC and its leadership? Pray that God will 
strengthen our leaders and give them spiritual insight to be good 

shepherds of the flock. Pray that they will remain alert and vigilant so 

that that apostasy cannot creep into the church and lead people astray. 

Pray that our leaders will continue to guard the flock. 

• What are some ways that we can encourage our leaders this week? How 

can we let them know that we appreciate their spiritual care and 

oversight? 

• Leaders, are you personally discipling others in their walk with the Lord? 

If not, what steps do you need to take to get started? Remember, each 

of us has been called to make disciples. Let us be faithful in fulfilling the 
Great Commission. Matthew 28:18-20. 


