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!  

Discussion Questions  
For Connection Group Leaders 

“Songs To Live By - Insights from the Psalms” 

Each week you will want to include the following components in 
your Connection Group meeting: 

1. Welcome – This is a time for our group to have a little fun together 
and to get better acquainted with each other. It is a fantastic 
opportunity for us to glean insights into the life of each member. 
Use the group opener questions for this section of the meeting. 

2. Worship – This is an occasion for us to turn our focus in the right 
direction.  We spend time in praise and adoration to the Lord for 
who He is and what He has done in our lives. Let the worship lead 
you into a time of Spirit lead prayer and ministry to each other.  

Ministry: Allow your group members to edify each other 
with the spiritual gifts that God has given to them. Pray for 
each other and allow the Spirit to minister through His 
people.  
Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, 
edification, comfort) Is there a word of tongues and an 
interpretation? Does someone need special prayer? Etc.  

3. Word – As a group, we open God’s Word and we discuss the topic 
before us and learn how to apply the Word of God to our everyday 
situations. We take the sermon that was preached and make it 
applicable and practical to our everyday situations.  

4. Works – We discuss and plan how we as a group will actively reach 
out to the lost and hurting around us. This is where we strategize 
how we will put “shoe leather” to the truth of God’s Word. 
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◆ Lesson #1 – God’s Forever Enduring Love? 

Scripture: Psalm 136 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• What skill would you like to acquire in your sleep tonight? 
How would you use this ability? What would be the 
disadvantages of having this gift? 

• Who was you childhood hero? What attracted you: Strength? 
Beauty? Smarts? Cool? Other? 

Discussion Questions: 
 Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 
questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

1. This psalm is called “the Great Hallel” and is recited at Jewish 
Passover meals. What is the purpose of a “call and response” 
prayer? 

2. What types of “wonders” are listed? In what different spheres 
of life has the Lord been actively involved? 

3. How are the acts of verse 10 and 17-20 signs of God’s 
enduring love?  

4. Is the refrain monotonous or does it center your thoughts? 
Explain. 

5. What are some modern day “gods” and “lords”? How do they 
vie for your attention from time to time?  

6. Which of the wonders listed especially moves you to 
thanksgiving? What wonder from your own life would you add 
to the litany? 

7. Why do you suppose God so earnestly calls us to give thanks 
in this and other psalms? Is there anything; you don’t want to 
thank God for? Why? Is it possible that you have stopped 
believing in God’s ability to do “great wonders” there? 

8. Do you consciously or unconsciously tell yourself that God’s 
love for you is conditional, limited, or dependent upon your 
performance? How can you hold the reality of God’s love in 
the forefront of your mind? What practical difference would it 
make? 

9. How do you feel when those who are evil suffer? Do you 
rejoice that justice is done? Are you sad when anyone suffers? 
Do you have mixed feelings?  
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̣ Fix your mind on the Lord Jesus, and no matter what else happens in the 
coming months and years, stake your claim right here and rejoice 
evermore because . . . His love endures forever!

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 

CG Action Steps 

• What are some practical ways that our CC can step out and 
demonstrate God’s love to the people around us? 

• What leadership trainings do your members need to take? 
Have they all completed our IDT levels of spiritual 
development? If not, what is holding them back? 
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◆ Lesson #2 – God’s View of Children 

Scripture: Psalm 127 & 128 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• As a child did you feel like you were a blessing or a burden in 
your family? In what ways? Explain why you felt like that. 

• If you have children, do you see them as a blessing or a 
burden? Why? 

Discussion Questions: 
 Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 
questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

1. Our children are a gift from God.  We should treasure them 
and not take them for granted. Read Matthew 18:5-6. What 
lessons and warnings do we find in these verses? 

2. Psalm 127 and 128 were placed together for a reason. These 
Psalms teach us how God feels about children and how they 
can be a blessing and not a burden. What key lessons do we 
learn from these psalms? 

3. What does it mean that children are a gift from God? (Psalm 
127:3) In what ways are children a gift? If they are a gift 
from God, what is our responsibility to them? To God? 

4. Read Psalm 127:4. How are our children like arrows? How 
are we too sharpen and aim our children? How do we do 
that? 

5. Listen to a statement written over 100 years ago. “Parents 
must not trifle with their children, like idiots playing with 
sharp tools.” Do you agree with this statement? In what 
ways do parents trifle with their children? 

6. Read Psalm 127:5. This verse seems to teach that large 
families are a special sign of God’s blessing. The Bible 
doesn’t specify how many children you should have, but in 
every place it speaks to the subject, children are always a 
blessing, and many children are a sign of God’s favor. How 
does this thinking go against the flow of much that is taught 
today, even in evangelical circles? 

7. One author points out that raising children can be tiresome 
and difficult. Children are both a burden and a blessing. It is 
not untypical of God’s gifts that first they are liabilities before 
they become assets. Do you agree with this individual, if so 
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in what ways? How are children sometimes a burden or a 
liability before they become an asset and a blessing? 

8. Read Psalm 128:3-4. How is the women in this verse 
different than the faithless woman of Proverbs 7:11? How is 
a good wife like a fruitful vine? What does it mean that “your 
sons will be like olive shoots around your table?” 

9. In what way are our children the hope of the home?  
10. We live in a world that downplays the value of childhood and 

causes our kids to grow up too fast. It has never been easy 
to be a child, but today the pressures are greater than ever. 
I believe that happy families are still possible where God’s 
Word is taken seriously. We can partner with the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the building of our homes. How can we best partner 
with the Lord in raising our kids? What is our role, and what 
is the Lord’s role in this task? 

11. How do you view your kids - blessings or burdens? Ponder 
that for a moment. What have your actions shown? What 
would your children say if they were asked that question? 

12. As a group, how can we better communicate to the kids in 
our church and our CG that they are a blessing to us? How 
can we better include them in our lives and the ministry of 
the church? 

As a CG, pray for all the parents. Also, pray for the children who 
may be coming to your CG. 

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 

CG Action Steps 

• When was the last time that your CC sponsored an Alpha 
Course? When will you do the next one? Remember, our 
Connection Groups are to constantly keep their eyes on the 
harvest around them and seek to demonstrate the Gospel to 
them. 

• Leaders, are you personally discipling others in their walk with 
the Lord? If not, what steps do you need to take to get 
started? Remember, each of us has been called to make 
disciples. Let us be faithful in fulfilling the Great Commission. 
Matthew 28:18-20. 
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◆ Lesson #3 – How Far Can We Go in Sin Before God Will Not 
Forgive Us? 

Scripture: Psalm 51 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• Do you recall getting caught with you “hand in the cookie jar” 
as a child? As an adult? What happened each time?  

• Do you have a hard time forgiving others?  If so, why?  

Discussion Questions: 
Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 
questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

1. There are three parts to this great prayer. First David confuses 
his sin (vv. 1-6). The he prays for cleansing (vv. 7-12). Then he 
offers a prayer of consecration (vv. 13-19). Someone else says 
that David prays three things in Psalm 51: 1) Forgive me. 2) 
Cleanse me. 3) Use me. What do you learn about sin from this 
Psalm? About the affect of sin upon the sinner? About God’s 
response toward the sinner?  

2. In how many ways did David sin in the Bathsheba affair (see 2 
Sam. 11:1-27)? 

3. In light of his arrogance, adultery, deception and murder, how 
does he dare approach God? What does he feel? 

4. Murder is a capital crime under Jewish law.  Why also adultery 
(see Deut. 22:22)?  

5. Since such sins involve others, what is the meaning of verse 4? 
What does this show about the nature of sin? 

6. How can an unborn child be considered “sinful” (v.5)? If God 
created all things “good,” why does mankind tend to sin (see 
Romans 5:12-14)? 

7. In light of all this what does David ask God to do (vv. 7:12)? 
What is “cleansing with hyssop” (see Lev. 14:4-7)? Why does 
David request this? 

8. If you look at the requests David makes in verses 7-12, you can 
see clearly a seven-fold path of restoration. What is that path?  

9. How does David hope to escape God’s wrath (vv. 13-17)? On 
what basis does he hope for a restored relationship? 

10.Why does David generalize his prayer to include the whole nation 
(vv. 18-19)? What does this say about the nature of sin? 
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11.What kinds of sacrifices does the Lord desire in verses 16-17? In 
verse 19? When is a broken spirit or contrite heart enough? 
When are acts of sacrifice due? 

12.Has covering up sin backfired in your life? How have you seen 
God’s mercy when you owned up to your sin? 

13.Are there really any victimless crimes? How do personal failings 
affect God? Others? Self? Society? 

14.Are you more sensitive to sin and brokenness in yourself as a 
Christian than before hand? Why? 

15.What is David’s prayer at the end of this prayer? What does he 
desire?  

16.If God forgave David, He will certainly forgive you. No sin is 
beyond God’s grace if we turn to him with a broken and contrite 
heart. Forgiveness is always possible for those who deal honestly 
with their sin. Is their something in your life that you are trying 
to hide and not get real with yourself and God? 

17.“It’s not about you. It’s not about your sins. It’s all about God. 
It’s all about grace.” What does this statement mean? How does 
this statement make you feel? 

In verse 7 David prayed, “Wash me and I will be whiter than 
snow.” Would you like that? Would you like the stain of repeated 
sin to be removed from your life? Would you like to be washed 
“whiter than snow"? It can happen if you come to the Lord with the 
same attitude David had in Psalm 51.  

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 

CG Action Steps 

• As a CG plan to have a “bring a friend night.” Encourage 
everyone to invite at least one friend to the meeting. Have a 
time to eat together, play a game, and before closing the 
meeting ask some people to share their personal salvation 
story and take a moment to share the Gospel with the group. 
As you close the meeting invite people to receive God’s gift of 
salvation. 

• Take time to plan and pray for this special event. 
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◆ Lesson #4 – When Life Doesn’t Seem Fair 

Scripture: Psalm 73 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• If you had to choose between being a) prosperous and 
wicked, or b) poverty-stricken and pure in heart, what would 
you be? Why? 

• Have you ever struggled with God over the seeming injustice 
around you? If so, in what way? What did you conclude? 

Discussion Questions: 
 Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 

questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

  
1. Asaph is credited with Psalms 50 and 73-83. He was most 

likely a poet associated with the Temple.  What is the nagging 
doubt in this psalm (vv. 2-3)? 

2. What has he seen (vv. 4-12)? What attitudes may be 
undermining his faith? 

3. Do you think Asaph is objective in what he sees? Why or why 
not What does he find both attractive and negative in the life-
style, world-view, and agnosticism of the rich? 

4. What was he hoping his “pure heart” would get him (vv. 
13-14)? What causes him to change his mind )vv. 15-17)? To 
what might the “sanctuary of God” refer? What new insight 
does he gain? Why does Asaph feel like God sleeps (v. 20, see 
35:23; 44:23)? 

5. What “glory” does Asaph have in mind (vv. 24-25; see 
16:9-11)? What path will he take toward it (vv. 23-28)?  

6. What constant hope literally surrounds Asaph’s envy and 
despair (vv. 1, 28)? 

7. Imagine your life now is just a dream (or a nightmare), and 
when you awake, all will return to normal. What heavy burden, 
human ill, or gross injustice would you like to wish away, as if 
it were but a dream? Do you ever share Asaph’s envy? Does 
his insight satisfy you? Why or why not? 

8. Name some rich and famous people who have committed 
suicide, gone through a string of unhappy marriages or lost 
fortunes to drugs and alcohol? What comes first: The problems 
or the money? What problems does money create? If you were 
suddenly rich and famous, would you be free of these 
problems? 
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9. When your feet have stumbled in this area, how have you 
recovered your balance? Can the group help? 

10.Have you had a “sanctuary” experience? When? Where? What 
happened? What are you doing to keep that faith perspective 
alive? 

11.How would you explain to a child why God does not knock 
down bullies and trouble-makers at school? 

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 

CG Action Steps 

• Take time this week to write an encouragement card to a 
member of our CG.  Give them a verse that will comfort them 
and remind them of God’s goodness to them. Pray for one 
another each day. 

• In what way can our group reach out and demonstrate the 
Gospel to someone who is going through a tough time? Don’t 
just talk about it – take action! 

�9



Sermon Series: “Songs to Live By - Insights from the Psalms” 

◆ Lesson #5 – Heaven’s Foreign Policy 

Scripture: Psalm 2 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• When you were young, how did you try to plat, conspire or 
weasel your way out of a jam with your folks? How did they 
react? 

• As “King for a day,” what law would you first abolish? Why? 

Discussion Questions: 
 Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 
questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

Introduction: (Information for the CG Leader.) 

We live in troublesome days with war and turmoil all around us. One 
nation against others. One group of people intent on destroying 
anyone who does not belong to them and their group. Anger, 
Terrorism, violence, revenge, etc. everywhere we turn. How are we 
to respond to these things? What should be the response of today’s 
world leaders? What should be our response? 

Isn’t it interesting that in times of turmoil we always return to 
God?  Warfare drives us to our knees. We are good at killing each 
other but not so good at making peace. Even the irreligious pray 
because they realize that only God can help us. We know 
instinctively that man cannot deliver us in the day of trouble. That 
raises an interesting question: Does God have a foreign policy? The 
answer is yes. Does God care what the nations do? Yes. Does he 
pay attention to world leaders? Yes. Does he take their threats 
seriously? Yes.     

Psalm 2 shows us Heaven’s foreign policy. That’s good to know in 
times like these. 

This is one of the most famous psalms in Christian history. The New 
Testament writers quoted it often because of its high view of Christ 
and its triumphant vision of his coming kingdom. It opens with the 
kings of the earth in open rebellion against God and ends with the 
Lord issuing an ultimatum and an invitation. 
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Psalm 2 tells us what God thinks of the nations. This is what God 
thinks of America, the Philippines, India, Africa, etc.                     

In the face of world-wide rebellion against the Lord, God declares 
His intention to someday enthrone Christ as ruler over the nations 
of the world. In light of that, the only proper response to His 
coming reign is humble submission to Him right now. 

If you look at the psalm, it falls very naturally into four stanzas, and 
in each one a different voice is speaking. Stanza #1 - Voice of the 
Nations (vv. 1-3). Stanza #2 - Voice of the Father (vv. 4-6). 
Stanza #3 - Voice of the Son (vv. 7-9). Stanza #4 - Voice of 
the Spirit (vv. 10-12) 

1. What do you learn in each of the four stanzas of this Psalm. 
2. What is the progression of evil that we see mentioned in vv. 

1-3?  
Answer: ( 1) Unrest (v. 1), 2) Murmuring (v. 1), 3) Defiance 
(v.2), 4) Rebellion (v.3).  What starts as loose talk leads to 
diabolical plots leads to open defiance that results in outright 
rebellion “against the Lord and his Anointed One." It all comes 
back to Jesus sooner or later. They hate him!  

3. How do you see this progression of evil fulfilled at Calvary 
when Caiaphas, Pilate, and the Jewish religious leaders 
conspired to kill the Son of God. (see Acts 4:25-28) 

4. If this world hates Jesus, they will also hate those who follow 
Jesus. In what ways do we see that happening today? Be 
specific. 

5. In verses 4-6, God the Father now responds to the spreading 
rebellion on the earth. What does He say about the runaway 
world?  
Answer: 
First, he laughs at them (v. 4). 
Second, he threatens them (v. 5). 
Third, he warns them (v. 6). 

6. When we are troubled by the events around us, what should 
we ask ourselves?  
Answer: “Do I still believe in God?” Do we have a God so big 
that he transcends the shattering affairs of this world? Do we 
have a God who doesn’t have to watch CNN News to find out 
what’s going on in the world?  

Since God’s answer to all the problems of the world is Jesus, 
that ought to be our answer as well.  
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7. In verses 7-9, we hear the voice of the Son. What is His 
response?  

Answer: 
First, there is God’s declaration (7).  
Then there is God’s intention (8). He intends to give 
Christ the nations as His possession.  
Finally there is God’s promise to his Son (9). Jesus will 
one day rule over the nations of the earth.  Here we 
have a promise that ignites the worldwide Christian 
movement. God wants his Son recognized in every 
nation! 

One day every nation will bow before King Jesus. Today 
that seems impossible as we consider the world 
scene. But what we see today is not the last word from 
heaven. If we believe this, it ought to engender great 
confidence and form solid ground for believing prayer. 

8. In verses 10-12, we hear the voice of the Spirit. What is He 
speaking in this passage?  
Answer: 

•There is a warning from the Lord (10),  
•an ultimatum from the Lord (11),  
•and an invitation from the Lord (12).  

9. Do you ever wonder why God puts up with flagrant sinners? Is 
God soft on sin? What is the difference between patience 
and passivity? Is God patient or passive? Explain. 

10. He is slow to anger, but there will come a time that He will 
deal sin a final blow (v. 12). What does this mean for those 
who continue to reject Him? What is God’s final word of 
hope to those who turn to Him (v. 12b)? The Message Bible 
puts it this way, “But if you make a run for God-you won’t 
regret it!” Wow! What does that last statement mean to 
you? 

11.Psalm 2 describes the world as it is and as it someday will be: 
1.We live in a world where Jesus is rejected. 
2.We live in a world where the majority want nothing to do 

with him. 
3.We live in a world where “little man” still rages against the 

Son of God. 

However, we have the privilege of bowing before him. Psalm 2 
calls the church back to its ultimate mission: 

• Personal submission to Jesus as Lord. 
• Proclamation of the Gospel to every nation. 
• Growing confidence in God in the midst of increasing chaos 

on earth. 
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Let’s lift up Jesus as the only hope of the world. And let’s 
invite the rebels to put down their weapons and join us in the 
great celebration of God’s Son, the Anointed One, Our coming 
King–Jesus Christ! 

12.How does God deal with you: (a) iron rod? (b) Pottery repair? 
(c) A Kiss? (d) A flare up? Give an example.  

13.How can our CG express our homage to King Jesus? 

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
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◆ Lesson #6 – Wilderness Experiences 

Scripture: Psalm 78 (Key verse: Psalm 78:19) 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• What were your favorite stories when you were young? 
• Did your parents or grandparents tell you stories of when they 

were young? What warnings to future generations are often 
implied in their stories? 

Discussion Questions: 
 Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 
questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

1. People in Biblical times did not have universal access to 
scripture.  What took the place of history books, schools, and 
seminaries (vv. 1-8)? What does the Psalmist want future 
believers to know and not forget about God? What would 
happen if the next generation forgets? Whose responsibility is 
it to see that they remember (see Deut. 6:6-9)? 

2. Who are the men of Ephraim (vv. 9-11; see Jeremiah 31:5-6)? 
Who does Ephraim come to symbolize as the list of sins grows 
(vv. 8-11)? How could anyone forget such acts of God? What 
difference should these miracles of the past make in their 
present lives? 

3. What test do they put to God (vv. 18-20)? What test does God 
put to them (see Ex. 16:16-20)? Why do they demand further 
proofs of God’s covenant love? What limits to devine patience 
do you see here? 

4. What part does the wilderness play in the journey of God’s 
people? What happen’s inn the wilderness? How would you 
define their wilderness experience? 

5. What does Israel learn about God in the wilderness 
experience? What does it reveal about God’s people? 

6. In order to make it to the Promised Land, you’ve got to leave 
Egypt. It would have been easier for the Jews if upon crossing 
the Red Sea, they had stepped directly into Canaan. But that’s 
not how God usually works. We all have to go through some 
“desert time” to get from where we were to where God wants 
us to be. That “desert time” is like being “between 
trapezes.” On paper it made sense for the Jews to leave 
Egypt. Though they had enough to eat, Pharaoh had cruelly 
enslaved them. Who wouldn’t want to leave Egypt? 
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But having left, they discovered that the wilderness was a 
tough place to live. They were “between trapezes,” in that 
frightening place where you have let go of the past, but the 
future has not yet arrived. You let go because you have to, but 
then you wait, hanging in space, hoping and praying that the 
other trapeze arrives in time. In that desperate place, it’s easy 
to doubt that God knows what you are going through. Are you 
in a trapeze moment right now? If so, explain what is going 
on. 

7.  In Israel’s wilderness experience we see three things: 
 a) The wilderness is solitary. 
 b) The wilderness is necessary. 
 c) The wilderness is temporary. 

How is it a solitary place (a lonely place)? Why was it a 
necessary place for Israel? In what way was it a temporary 
place? 

8. Why is the wilderness a hard place to be? (i.e. It is a 
dangerous, lonely, deadly, risky, and hopeless place. It is easy 
to get lost there.) 

9. What kind of things do we have to deal with in the wilderness 
experiences?  (i.e. We must learn our own limitations, face our 
own failures, wrestle with temptation, listen to the voice of 
God, see God work in unusual ways, learn to lean on others, 
etc.). 

10.Where is your wilderness right now? (i.e. An unpleasant 
person? A difficult work situation? Learning to deal with grief? 
Cancer that is growing inside of you? A father who abandoned 
you? A sick child? Paralyzing depression? etc.) 

11.Read verse 19. Can God prepare a table in a place like that? 
Can God meet you right where you are? Can God spread a 
table amid your personal wilderness? 
(Note: That ’s what God does. He meets us when we feel 
abandoned and forgotten, and He says, “I will spread a table 
for you in this wilderness.”) 

12.God sometimes lead us into the wilderness, but it is not to 
destroy us, instead it is a time to make us stronger. What do 
we find in the desert?  (i.e. victory, holiness, spiritual growth, 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus)  It is truly better to be in the wilderness 
with Jesus than in a fancy penthouse without him. Life isn’t 
about your dreams, your agenda, your hopes, your ideas, or 
your plans.  Life is all about God’s dreams, God’s agenda, 
God’s ideas, and God’s plans. Can God set a table in the 
wilderness? He can, He does, He will! 
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Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
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◆ Lesson #7– When There Are Cracks in the Foundation 

Scripture: Psalm 11 

Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 

• What made you feel secure as a child? As an adult, do you 
have a “getaway” place? When do you go there. What is it 
about the place that you like so much? 

Discussion Questions: 
 Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the 
questions.  Select ones that will stimulate the most response 
from your Life Group. 

1. What advice is David receiving here (vv. vv. 1-3)? What 
attitudes does such advice reflect?  

2. How did David handle the crisis he was facing? (see vv. 1-3) 
Notes for the Leader: David made a commitment - 1) not to 
flee (v.1), 2) not to fear (v. 2), and 3) not to fret (v.3). 

3. What is David’s response (vv. 4-6)? Was he wrong to “head for 
the hills” at other times (see 1 Samuel 23:14)? 

4. Notice what David doesn’t say. He doesn’t call for the army to 
mount an offensive. He doesn’t say, “Let’s run for the hills.” He 
doesn’t raise money for a big political campaign. In modern 
terms, he doesn’t organize a social media blitz. For David (and 
for us) it’s not about the what; it’s about the who. To be sure, 
tactics matter. There is certainly a time to go to war to protect 
your nation. But in times like these, we need God first and 
foremost. When the foundations are being hacked away, we’ve 
got to go back to the First Principles. That’s what David does in 
verses 4-7. Look at these verse.  How does David respond? 
Notes for the Leader: 1) He recognizes God’s presence  (v.
4), 2) He understands that God must judge evil (vv. 4-6), 3) 
He rests in the certainty of God’s deliverance (v.7). 

5. “Fire and brimstone” is an enduring image. What do you see 
as the lot of the wicked (v. 6) 

6. What hiding places or “getaways” does the world urge upon 
you? How do you seek refuge in the Lord instead? 

7. Do you feel like the foundations are being destroyed”? Which 
ones? In what ways?  

8. When the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous 
do? What can our group do? Notes for the Leaders: When 
the foundations are being destroyed, we need a fresh view of 
God and a long view of history. The God who sees all things 
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will judge the wicked and bring them down in the end, and the 
righteous will see God’s face. 

Do not fear! No one knows what will happen tomorrow. But our God 
is faithful to keep every one of His promises. 

Don’t be discouraged, not even a little bit. In this hour of moral and 
social crisis, God has opened a huge door for gospel proclamation. 
When the foundations of society are destroyed, we can say to men 
and women everywhere, “Christ is the firm foundation, the 
cornerstone that will never be shaken.” 

Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 

CG Action Steps 

• When the foundations of the world are shaking all around us, 
how can we as a CG group reach out and demonstrate the 
Gospel to everyone around us? Don’t just talk about it – plan 
to take action. 

• Discuss with the group how this series has encouraged them, 
and motivated them in the walk with the Lord. 
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