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Discussion Questions  
For Connection Group Leaders 

 
“January – Starting Out Right” 

 
Each week you will want to include the following components in 
your Connection Group meeting: 
 

1. Welcome – This is a time for our group to have a little fun together 
and to get better acquainted with each other. It is a fantastic 
opportunity for us to glean insights into the life of each member. 
Use the group opener questions for this section of the meeting. 

 
2. Worship – This is an occasion for us to turn our focus in the right 

direction.  We spend time in praise and adoration to the Lord for 
who He is and what He has done in our lives. Let the worship lead 
you into a time of Spirit lead prayer and ministry to each other.  
 
 

Ministry: Allow your group members to edify each other 
with the spiritual gifts that God has given to them. Pray for 
each other and allow the Spirit to minister through His 
people.  
Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, 
edification, comfort) Is there a word of tongues and an 
interpretation? Does someone need special prayer? Etc.  

 
3. Word – As a group, we open God’s Word and we discuss the topic 

before us and learn how to apply the Word of God to our everyday 
situations. We take the sermon that was preached and make it 
applicable and practical to our everyday situations.  

 
4. Works – We discuss and plan how we as a group will actively reach 

out to the lost and hurting around us. This is where we strategize 
how we will put “shoe leather” to the truth of God’s Word. 

	
	
	

 Important note for CG Leaders: Information in the light grey 
color is given to aid you in the discussion of the question.  This 
information was emphasized in the message and needs to be 
stressed during the discussion of the question. 
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u Lesson #1 – Why? 
	
Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-11 
 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 
 

• It’s been a long time since you have heard from your friend. 
When you finally hear from them, what’s the first thing you 
ask your friend? The Second? 

• Share a “believe-it-or-not” fact from your life story. Who in 
your group believes it? 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 ✎ Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life 
Group. 
 

1. What is evident about Habakkuk, his historical situation and 
current crisis? Specify facts, viewpoints or feelings. (vv. 1-4) 

2. To whom is he complaining? Why? 
3. Where are you crying out but unheeded? What then do you 

say? Feel? Act? 
4. What is the Lord’s answer? What is amazing about that (vv. 

5-6)? (Note: The Babylonian invasion predicted here took 
place in 605 B.C.) 

5. What do you think was God’s purpose in using ungodly 
Babylon (Chaldeans) to punish Israel? 

6. How are the Babylonians and their army pictured (vv. 7-11)? 
How does Israel respond? How would you respond? 

7. How does Babylon see itself (vv. 7,11b)? What problem does 
this pose for Habakkuk? For Israel? 

8. What do you find most puzzling about the Lord’s answer: a) 
The end justifying the means? b) Good using a double 
standard? c) God using two wrongs to make a right? d) 
Other? Explain.  

9. How might God use terrorists, drug thugs, police states and 
scandals in our day? In your life? To what end? 

10. When faced with the big WHY, we need to remember three 
important things: 1) We see only part of the picture. 2) 
God isn’t limited to what we think He ought to do. 3) 
We need a bigger God. In other words, we need a God 
who is bigger than our puny ideas. What do we mean 
when we say that we only see part of the picture? Why is it 
important to understand that God is not limited by what we 
think He should do? How will that impact our view of Him? 
How big is your God?  
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Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
	
	
CG Action Steps 
 

£ What are some practical ways that our CC can step out and 
demonstrate God’s love to the people around us? 

£ What leadership trainings do your members need to take? 
Have they all completed our IDT levels of spiritual 
development? If not, what is holding them back? 
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u Lesson #2 – Important Questions for God 
	
Scripture: Habakkuk 1:12 – 2:4 
 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 
 

• What do you like, or not like, about fishing and hunting?  
• When during this past year have you felt like a hunter? When 

did you feel like the hunted? Why? What was going on in your 
life? 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 ✎ Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life 
Group. 
 

1. How have the events of 1:1-11 begun to happen? How does 
Habakkuk respond to this new situation? 

2. To whom does he address the second complaint? How does 
his “voice” change in 2:1? 

3. How is the character issue related to the problem of evil 
(1:12-13)? How will that change God’s mind? 

4. What are the important Questions that Habakkuk is asking in 
our passage? 1) Who are you? (see v. 12) 2) How can you 
do this? (v. 13) 3) How long will this last? (v. 17) What does 
he decide to do in 2:1? What is he saying here? 

5. Who are the “treacherous” and the “more righteous” (1:13)? 
What is the “net” (see 1:14-17)? 

6. What would it mean for the wicked to sacrifice to the “net”? 
How does the “net” support luxurious living? 

7. What is the punch of 1:17 and 2:1? Is Habakkuk resigning 
himself to fate? Or casting himself on God? 

8. What symbols of power do we worship in our culture? How 
so? 

9. When else in history have the righteous been “swallowed up” 
by the wicked? Why? 

10. Share a yet-to-be-answered prayer with the group. How are 
you feeling during this waiting period? 

11. What “revelation is Habakkuk to write down? What aspects 
of it are described here (vv. 2-3)? 

12. Within the context of the book, who is “he” in verse 4 and 5? 
How are the righteous to live in contrast to “him”? In 
context, does this “living by faith” imply national deliverance 
or spiritual salvation? Explain. 

13. Compare 2:4 with Romans 1:16-18 and Galatians 3:10-14. 
What use does Paul make of the famous passage to speak a 
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new word to a new generation? How is Paul’s emphasis like 
and unlike Habakkuk’s? 

14. “God may seem to be late, but is invariably on time” – 
Would Habakkuk say that? Would you? How does God 
measure “time”? 

15. Do you know someone who is “puffed up?” How can you 
“live by your faith” in his or her presence without also 
becoming “puffed up?” 

 
 
Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
	
	
	
	
	
	
CG Action Steps 
 

£ When was the last time that your CC sponsored an Alpha 
Course? When will you do the next one? Remember, our 
Connection Groups are to constantly keep their eyes on the 
harvest around them and seek to demonstrate the Gospel to 
them. 

£ Are you personally discipling others in their walk with the 
Lord? If not, what steps do you need to take to get started? 
Remember, each of us has been called to make disciples. Let 
us be faithful in fulfilling the Great Commission. Matthew 
28:18-20. 
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u Lesson #3 – Why the Gospel Is So Powerful 
	
Scripture: Habakkuk 2:4 and Romans 1:17 
 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 
 

• What is one place you have never seen that you would like to 
visit? Why there? 

• When you were young, which of your parents was stricter? 
More merciful? Consistent?  

 
Discussion Questions: 
 ✎ Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life 
Group. 
 
Background Information: In this study we need to examine two 
texts together, because one is the key to the other. Let’s start with 
the words of Paul in Romans 1:17: For in the gospel the 
righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith 
from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by 
faith.” 
 
Note the last part of that verse where Paul says, “Just as it is 
written.” That means he is quoting the Old Testament. Where did 
he find the phrase, “The righteous will live by faith”? It comes from 
Habakkuk 2:4. “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within 
him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.” 
 
Everyone agrees that this is the central verse of Habakkuk. It is 
certainly one of the most crucial verses in the Bible. Here is a verse 
so important that it takes three New Testament books to explain it. 
The phrase “the just shall live by faith” is quoted in Romans 1:17, 
Galatians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38. (Read these passages 
together.) 
 
This little phrase, "the just shall live by faith," comes almost as a 
side note in Habakkuk 2:4. In this passage God pronounces 
judgment on the wicked Babylonians. Because they are greedy and 
arrogant and bloodthirsty and ruthless, because they kill without 
remorse, and because they give themselves over to every sort of 
evil, God promises to one day destroy them. 
 
But that day is a long way off. 
 
Babylon won’t be destroyed for almost 70 years. 
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They still have a lot of looting left to do. 
 
They will plunder many nations. 
 
Their end is determined, but it won’t happen for a long time. 
 
1. So, what do you do while you watch the bad guys steal and kill 

and behead their enemies? What do you do when evildoers come 
to power? What do you do when your prayers go unanswered? 
What do you do when your dreams turn to ashes?  What are we 
to do? 
 
Answer: When all you see is trouble on every hand, the 
righteous man remembers that God is still on his throne, and 
when the dark clouds break overhead, he says to himself, “The 
just shall live by faith.” 
 

2. In Romans 1:16, Paul declares that the gospel is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes. In Romans 1:17, he 
explains why the gospel is so powerful. What makes the gospel 
so powerful? How does it impact our lives every day? 

 
3. What does the word righteousness mean? (Answer: The 

word righteousness comes from the courtrooms of the ancient 
world. It means to declare "not guilty" and to declare someone 
innocent of all charges. If you are righteous in God's eyes, you 
can stand before him and be declared "not guilty.")  

 
4. Read Romans 3:10, 23; 5:12. What are these verses saying? 

Someone has said, “The only people who think they are good 
enough to go to heaven are the people who don’t know how bad 
they really are.” What do you think of that statement? Why is it 
important that a person understand their condition before Christ? 
Explain. 

 
5. Righteousness is what we need, but do not have. Therefore God, 

knowing that we could never be righteous on our own, provided 
a righteousness that comes down to us from heaven above. It's 
not earned or deserved but is given to us by God as a free gift. 
(See Rom. 5:8; 10:9-10). This righteousness does not come 
from within us as a result of our good deeds, but from outside of 
us entirely. Where can a guilty sinner find righteousness “from 
another place”? (Answer: He can find it only in Jesus Christ.) 
How is that possible? 
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6. How is the righteousness from God received? How can I be right 
with Him? (The answer is simple: By receiving the righteousness 
of God that comes only by faith.)  

 
7. There is no difference between rich and poor, young and old, 

black or white, male or female. We all stand condemned by our 
sin and all of us are under the judgment of God. Our sins may 
not be exactly the same, but we are all sinners nonetheless. 
We’re all in the same boat, and the boat has sprung a huge leak. 
If God doesn’t do something, we will all perish together. What 
did God the righteous judge do for us?  

 
8. When we by faith embrace God’s gift of salvation, what happens 

to us?  (Answer: We are declared righteous. His righteousness 
becomes ours.) What does it mean to be declared righteous?  

 
9. Saving faith is putting your trust in Jesus Christ and him alone. 

In order to do that you have to stop trying to save yourself. How 
do people try to save themselves? Why will these methods not 
work? 

 
10. There is good news and bad news from our text. The bad news 

first: You have no other hope of heaven outside of Jesus 
Christ. Good works cannot save you. Church membership 
cannot save you.  Baptism cannot save you. Giving money 
cannot save you. Keeping the Ten Commandments cannot save 
you. Nothing you can do will make the least bit of difference 
concerning your eternal salvation. If you are trusting in your 
good life or in your religion to get you to heaven, someday you 
will be sadly (and eternally) disappointed. 

 
Now for the good news. Those who put their trust in Jesus 
Christ are saved forever. That’s the real meaning of “the just 
will live by faith.” 
 
Have you put your faith in Him and received His righteousness? 
If you trust in him with all you heart, he will not turn you away. 
 
We are all sinners desperately in need of God’s grace. The death 
of Christ provides the full payment for our sins. What we could 
not do for ourselves, God has done for us through the death of 
His Son. The only thing left is to believe in Him. Let all who hear 
these words take them to heart. Run to the cross. Turn from 
your sin, lay down your self-will, and lay hold of the Son of God 
who loves you and died for you. Cast yourself completely on 
Jesus for your salvation. If you trust in him with all your heart, 
He will not turn you away. 
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Has everyone here put your trust in Christ for salvation? If not, 
why not? What is holding you back? Remember, your good 
works are not what will save you. It is only through the 
righteousness of Christ that we can be forgiven and declared 
right with God.  

 
Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
	
 
 
CG Action Steps 
 

£ Have everyone in your group write out their personal 
testimony on one sheet of paper. Include the following three 
points: 1) This is who I was before Christ, 2) This is how I 
came to Christ, 3) This is who I am now in Christ. 

£ Encourage each CG member to share their personal testimony 
with someone this week.  
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u Lesson #4 – Instructions To Guide Our Choices 
	
Scripture: Habakkuk 2 
 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 
 

• We have heard it said many times that our choices matter. 
We know this is true because all of life is shaped by the 
choices we make. We make our choices and our choices turn 
around and make us. Give an example of one choice that you 
have made that has brought you to where you are today. 
Explain. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 ✎ Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life 
Group. 
  

As we pick up the story in chapter 2, Habakkuk is a man waiting 
for an answer. God gives him 3 instructions: write (v. 2), wait 
(v. 3), and remember (vv. 4-5). 
1. What is he to write? (2:2) What is this “vision”, or “revelation” 

(NIV) that God is saying to write down? Why is it important to 
write it down? 

2. God may seem slow but He’s never late. He never delays in 
order to hurt us. He’s an “on-time” God. Have you ever 
noticed how when you are praying for something really big, 
the answer seems to take forever to come? Explain a time that 
happened to you. Have you ever said to yourself, where is 
God? When? What was going on at the time? 

3. In the midst of this rampage of terror, what should the people 
of God do? (vv. 4-5) The answer comes at the end of verse 4. 
What do you do when they are killing you? What do you do 
when the enemy destroys your home? What do you do when 
your loved are taken into captivity? The just shall live by faith. 
How much of this did Habakkuk understand? (Note: Only the 
part about living by faith while waiting for Babylon to be 
judged.) 

4. Find the five “woes” in verses 6-20. In verse 6a who are “all of 
them” and who is “him”? What is the larger context for these 
woes (vv. 14,20)? How does this oracle answer Habakkuk’s 
original concern (1:12-17)? 

5. What is the content of the first woe (vv. 6-8)? What metaphor 
is used of Babylon? How has Habakkuk’s view changed?  

6. What is announced in the second woe (vv. 9-11)? What 
metaphor is used of Babylon? 
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7. Paraphrase the third woe (vv. 12-14).What is the climax to the 
first three woes (v.14)? How will destroying Babylon spread 
God’s glory? 

8. How is the fourth woe different from the first three (contrast 
vv. 6b,9a,12a with 15a)? Do you read “drink” literally, or 
might this also refer to the drunkenness of power? What 
example of this do you see in Babylon’s onslaught of 
Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (see 2 Kings 25:8-21)? 

9. What new theme does verse 18 introduce? How is that related 
to the fifth woe (vv. 19-20)? What ironic point do you see here 
in idols silent before people and people silent before God? 
What is the climax of the whole “woe” section (v.20) and of 
the “end” for which Israel is to wait? 

10. What or who builds an empire today like Babylon—with stolen 
goods, unjust gain, bloodshed, is drunk with power and 
encourages others to do likewise? What would Habakkuk say 
to such a person or organization? What can you do to impact a 
world in which such things happen? 

11. What help are the affirmations in verses 14 and 20 to you? 
What other “waters covered the sea” to God’s glory (see 
Exodus 14)? When will the Lord do this a “second time” (see 
Isaiah 11:9-11)? What final fulfillment of this prophecy do you 
see in Babylon’s fall at the end of history (see Rev. 17-18)? 

 
 
 
Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
	
	
CG Action Steps 
 

£ Take time this week to write an encouragement card to a 
member of our CG.  Give them a verse that will comfort them 
and remind them of God’s goodness to them. Pray for one 
another each day. 

£ In what way can our group reach out and demonstrate the 
Gospel to someone who is going through a tough time? Don’t 
just talk about it – take action! 
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u Lesson #5 – What Do You Do When You Are Ready to 
Quit? 
	
Scripture: Habakkuk 3 
 
Group Opener: (Choose a question for your connection group to 
discuss.) 
 

• “It’s always darkest before the dawn”—To what would that 
saying refer in your life these days? 

• What popular song typified your teenage years? What 
memory does your favorite song bring to mind? 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 ✎ Group Facilitator – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your Life 
Group. 
 

1. How did the prophet move from his initial worry and fear to a 
place of confidence, joy and praise? How did he get there 
when nothing around him has changed? The people are still 
mocking God, violence still fills the streets, and the 
Babylonians are still coming to Jerusalem. Outwardly 
everything is just as messed up as it was in the beginning. 
Yet Habakkuk the man has changed on the inside. How did 
that happen? This chapter gives us the answer. Habakkuk 3 
can be outlined this way: I. A Prayer, II. A Vision, III. A 
Testimony. 

2. Why can the once woeful Habakkuk afford to be so joyful? 
How has his situation changed? How long after chapters 1 and 
2 do you suppose it was written? 

3. How is verse 2 related to the rest of this psalm-like prayer? 
How is verse 2 related to the promise of 2:2-4? How are wrath 
and mercy related? 

4. How does reciting God’s marvelous deeds in the past 
anticipate God’s future deliverance “in our day” (v.2)? Why is 
it important for us to take time to remember God’s past work 
in our lives? What can that do for us? 

5. To what historical events do the poetic allusions refer in verses 
3-5 (see Ex. 7-12)? In verses 6-7 (see Ex. 19:16)?  

6. In verses 8-10, what do you see poetically depicted: a) 
Creation of the world? b) Parting of the Red Sea (see Ex. 
14:15-31)? c) Crossing the Jordan (see Joshua 3:15-17)? 

7. Compare verses 8-10 with Psalms 74:12-17 and 77:16-19. 
What similar images do these prayers use to evoke awe for 
God’s mighty works? What other images (from nature, 
warfare, or whatever) have a similar impact on you? 
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8. What is Habakkuk’s response to the poetic and dramatic vision 
of verses 3-15? Why is his heart racing? What evidence does 
he have for rejoicing? How does he get his sure-footed 
confidence? 

9. What does Habakkuk’s irrepressible joy (vv.17-19) mean in 
the context of injustice (1:2-4)? Of God’s use of wicked 
Babylon (1:12-17)? Of expectation (2:2-4)? 

10. This hymn-like chapter stirred up vivid memories in Israel of 
God’s might and mercy.  When has God worked mightily and 
mercifully in your past? In your present, where do you want 
God to renew His mercy and work mightily again? 

11. What new meaning would Habakkuk bring to the belief, “It’s 
always darkest before the dawn?” In what area of your life is 
God’s power dawning? Where are you still waiting in the 
twilight for the sun to rise? 

12. What things are barren in your life, as in Habakkuk’s day (v. 
17)? Are you ready to yet rejoice in the Lord, anyway? Why or 
why not? 

13. What promise does verse 19 hold for your present situation? 
For your future? 

14. What other key verse(s) are you prepared to “write down,” 
“run with,” or “wait for” (2:2-3)? 

15. Do you write down any of your prayers? Try it as a group. 
16. Do you really believe God has the power described in this 

poem? Or is this just poetic exaggeration? 
17. What do you do: 

If you lose your job? 
If you run out of food? 
If you can’t pay your bills? 
If your Children end up in jail? 
If your loved ones never come to Christ? 
If the doctor says, “It’s terminal”? 
If your spouse has a heart attack and you are left alone? 
If you lose your job because you are a Christian? 
If you end up in jail for your faith? 
What then? How do you respond to things like this? 

18. Too many Christians have a God of the good times. They 
serve God and love him and praise him when all is going well. 
But what will you do when hard times come? If all you have is 
a God of the good times, then do you really have the God of 
the Bible?  

 
Everyone here is in one of three places: 

a. You’re coming out of confusing times. 
b. You’re in confusing times. 
c. Or you’re about to go into confusing times and you just 

don’t know it yet. 
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As the book ends, nothing has changed on the outside. The people 
of Judah have still forgotten God. Violence still reigns in Jerusalem. 
The wicked still oppress the righteous. And the Babylonians are still 
God’s appointed instrument for judgment. Hard times are coming 
and there is nothing anyone can do about it. Nothing has changed! 
 
Except this. 
 
Habakkuk has changed on the inside. What have you learned 
from our study of Habakkuk? 
 
I leave you with one final thought. 
 
You’ll never know that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you 
have. And when Jesus is you have, then and only then will you 
discover that Jesus is all you need. 
 
That’s the real message of the little book of Habakkuk. 
 
Read Habakkuk 3:19. What does this mean to you? 
 
Get into groups of 2 or 3 and pray for one another.  Ask God 
to give you a new perspective on Him and what He is doing. 
Ask Him to give you the strength to trust Him with life 
doesn’t make sense.  
 
Remember, “it’s always too soon to quit.”                    
 
 
Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can we 
share with those that we are discipling? Write it down!  Start 
applying it!  Share it with others! 
 


