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Lesson 1        Matthew 21:1-11 
�Group Opener:  (Choose a question for your group to discuss.) 

 
o How would you arrange for a visiting President to have maximum 

exposure in your town:  What parades?  What TV talk shows or radio 
call-in programs?  Where would he eat?  Stay the night? 

o Have you ever met a famous or very important person?  Where were 
you?  How did you get to meet them?  What where the surrounding 
circumstances?  Did you get their autograph? 
 

 
 

¯Worship and Waiting on God 
Always take a few moments during your meeting to focus your hearts 
through worship.  Let the worship lead you into a time of Spirit lead 
prayer and ministry to each other.  

 
Ministry 
Allow your group members to edify each other with the spiritual gifts 
that God has given to them.  Pray for each other and allow the Spirit 
to minister through His people. 

 
Is there a prophetic word?  (A word of exhortation, edification, 
comfort)  Is there a word of tongues and an interpretation?  Does 
someone need special prayer?  Etc. 

 
Discussing the Text – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your small group. 
 

1. To what town has Jesus come?  Why? 
 

2. Why did Jesus plan a public demonstration like this? 
 

3. Jesus comes on a donkey and not on a stallion.  What does that 
portray? 

 
4. What kind of kingdom and king were the people expecting?  How do 

their wishes compare with the reality of Jesus? 
 

5. How might that discrepancy account for the same crowd jeering and 
shouting later, “Crucify him”? 

 
PSelah (Stop and Think about it): (Take the time to make personal 
application of this section.  Have each member share with the group.) 
 



  Triumphal Entry 

 2 

• What are some practical lessons we can learn from these verses on 
the Triumphal Entry of Christ?  Discuss some of the ones that were 
mentioned in the sermon. 

 
• What difference does it make to you that Jesus is a gentle King, and 

not like the one described in Mathew 20:25?   
 

• How would you have reacted if you had been there to greet Jesus 
riding into town?  Do you jump on political or religious bandwagons 
today?  Why or why not? 

 
• How do you feel about Jesus’ humility?  What can you learn from 

Him? 
 

• What do you think would be the hardest thing for Jesus to deal with 
at this particular event?  What have you learned from Him? 

 
• How can we be more humble and gentle with those around us?   

 
Get into small groups and pray for each other before concluding 
the Connection Group.  

 
 
 

�Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can 
we share with those that we are discipling?  Write it down!  
Start applying it!  Share it with others! 
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Lesson 2             A Night in The Garden  

Matthew 26:36-46  

�Group Opener: (Choose a question for your group to 
discuss.)  

o What was the longest night of your life: Delivering your first child? 
Waiting up for your teenager? Making a major decision? Sitting with a sick 
loved one who was dying?  

o Where do you go (or what do you do) When you’re facing difficult 
situations? Do you prefer to be alone at these times, or in the company of 
close friends?  

¯Worship and Waiting on God 
Always take a few moments during your meeting to focus your hearts 
through worship. Let the worship lead you into a time of Spirit lead prayer 
and ministry to each other.  

Ministry  

Allow your group members to edify each other with the spiritual gifts that 
God has given to them. Pray for each other and allow the Spirit to 
minister through His people.  

Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, edification, comfort) Is 
there a word of tongues and an interpretation? Does someone need 
special prayer? Etc.  

Discussing the Text – It is not necessary to use all the questions. 
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your small group.  

1. What does the word “Gethsemane” mean? (Gethsemane means -- 
“oil press”. It was a place where they would press the oil out of the 
olives.)  

2. In what way was this a pressing experience for Jesus? (Answer: It 
was a place of struggle, and intimacy.)  

3. What are the various emotions Jesus must have felt in 
Gethsemane? What does he ask of his disciples? What does he ask 
of God?  

4. What is God’s will (vv. 39, 42)? What model for our prayers does 
Jesus provide here?  

5. How did Jesus in His humanity deal with the issues of the soul? How 
did He disciple His followers to deal with such issues?  
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6. What lessons can you learn from our text that will assist you in 
dealing with those that you are mentoring?  

Selah (Stop and Think about it): (Take the time to make personal 
application of this section. Have each member share with the group.)  

• What has been your “Gethsemane”—a place where you really 
wrestled with God? What was the issue? What do you learn from 
Jesus’ example about praying at those times?  

• Who would you want to “watch and pray” with you next time you 
face a “Gethsemane”?  

• What do you appreciate most about Jesus’ emotions in this story?  
• How has this passage, and Jesus’ experience affected your life? 

What changes do you need to make in the way that you deal with 
those you are discipling?  

Get into small groups and pray for each other before 
concluding the Connection Group.  

�Intentional Discipleship:  

 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life? What specific 
action do I need to take? What practical lessons can we share with those 
that we are discipling? Write it down! Start applying it! Share it with 
others!  
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Lesson 3 What’s so “good” about Good Friday?
         
John 19:1-42 
�Group Opener: (Choose a question for your group to discuss.) 

 
o Were you ever bullied as a kid? What happened? 
o What movie or book bought home to you most vividly the events of 

the crucifixion? (For example: Jesus of Nazareth, The Passion of the 
Christ, etc.) Why? 

 

¯Worship and Waiting on God 
Always take a few moments during your meeting to focus your hearts 
through worship.  Let the worship lead you into a time of Spirit lead 
prayer and ministry to each other.  

 
Ministry 
Allow your group members to edify each other with the spiritual gifts 
that God has given to them.  Pray for each other and allow the Spirit 
to minister through His people. 

 
Is there a prophetic word?  (A word of exhortation, edification, 
comfort)  Is there a word of tongues and an interpretation?  Does 
someone need special prayer?  Etc. 

 
Discussing the Text – It is not necessary to use all the questions.  
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your small group. 
 

1. Why do the Jewish leaders clamor for Jesus to be crucified? What 
does Pilate’s fearful response to that charge show about him? How 
might his conversation with Jesus in 18:33-37 have influenced him? 

2. What is the implied threat to Pilate in verse 12? 
3. What does the priests’ reply (v.15) indicate about their spiritual 

condition? Why is this especially ironic (see 8:33,41)? 
4. Pretend you are Pilate. How would you explain to your wife later 

that night why you finally let Jesus be killed? 
5. Why did the chief priests, who plotted Jesus’ crucifixion, protest to 

Pilate about the sign he fastened to the cross: “Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews”? 

6. How do you think Jesus felt about the soldiers entertaining 
themselves by gambling for His clothes? How would you feel? 

7. What motivated Jesus to go through with this humiliating death 
when he could have used his tremendous power to avoid it? 

8. Define the following terms (See the definitions at the end of page 
2). How are they connected to the events of Good Friday? 1) 
Propitiation, 2) Redemption, 3) Reconcile, 4) Salvation  
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PSelah (Stop and Think about it): (Take the time to make personal 
application of this section.  Have each member share with the group.) 
 

• Can you picture the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion? What makes Good 
Friday “good”? For whom?  Why do we refer to it as good when 
such terrible things happened that day? 

• When, and how, did the crucifixion begin to make a difference in 
your life? How could you explain the need for Jesus’ death to 
someone who really wanted to understand? 

• What feelings do you think Mary had as she watched her son die? 
How would you have responded if you were His mom or dad? What 
do you think Jesus felt when He saw His mom? 

• Why do you think Jesus charged John (“the disciple whom He 
loved”) with taking care of His mom? What does that say to you 
about our spiritual family, and our need for each other? 

 
Break into small groups and take time to thank God for what He 
accomplished on Good Friday. 

   
 

�Intentional Discipleship: 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life?  What 
specific action do I need to take?  What practical lessons can 
we share with those that we are discipling?  Write it down!  
Start applying it!  Share it with others! 
 
 
Definitions: 
1. “Propitiation”- to satisfy the anger and wrath of Almighty God. 
2. “Redemption”- to repurchase, to buy back, to free from 

captivity by the payment of a ransom. 
3. “Reconcile”- to resolve a dispute between 2 parties and restore 

that relationship to one of harmony and friendship. 
4. “Salvation”- the deliverance from sin and the consequences of 

sin- namely death, separation, and eternal damnation. 
 



  Resurrection 

Lesson 4    Did Jesus Really Raise from the Dead?  

Luke 24:1-12 

�Group Opener: (Choose a question for your group to 
discuss.)  

o Describe a time recently when you woke up very early to do something 
outside your normal routine. What was it? What motivate you to do so?  

¯Worship and Waiting on God 
Always take a few moments during your meeting to focus your hearts 
through worship. Let the worship lead you into a time of Spirit lead prayer 
and ministry to each other.  

Ministry  

Allow your group members to edify each other with the spiritual gifts that 
God has given to them. Pray for each other and allow the Spirit to 
minister through His people.  

Is there a prophetic word? (A word of exhortation, edification, comfort) Is 
there a word of tongues and an interpretation? Does someone need 
special prayer? Etc.  

Discussing the Text – It is not necessary to use all the questions. 
Select ones that will stimulate the most response from your small group.  

1. Given what these women experienced in the last few days (see 
19:37ff; 23:26-49, 55), how would they feel as they went to the 
tomb? When they find it empty? When the two men spoke to them?  

2. Why wouldn’t the Eleven believe them? What must be going 
through Peter’s mind? 

3. If Christ had not raised from the dead, what are the implications of 
that for us today? (Read 1 Corinthians 15:14-19) 

4. How do you connect Christ’s resurrection with your own hope of 
resurrection from death?  

5. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul puts the Resurrection in perspective with 
the Second Coming and the end of time. How does it make you feel 
that in the end Christ will be victorious? 

6. The resurrection is the central fact of our faith. Disprove it and 
nothing is left. What do you think of that statement? Explain what it 
means to say that it is the central fact of our faith? 

7. The resurrection is the heart of what we are all about. Everything 
we do rests on this fact–Jesus rose from the dead. If it weren’t so 
important, no one would bother to doubt it. You can doubt some 
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miracle of Christ if you want and the only loser will be you … but if 
you doubt the resurrection of Jesus, the foundations begin to 
crumble. What foundation begins to crumble? Why?  

8. How can we demonstrate our belief in the resurrection in our lives 
each day? 

Selah (Stop and Think about it): (Take the time to make personal 
application of this section. Have each member share with the group.)  

• Suppose we had been there that first Easter, would we have 
believed, or would we have doubted? 

• How did the meaning of the resurrection first “dawn” upon you? 
What difference does the resurrection make to you? 

• How would your life be different without your hope that you will be 
resurrected? 

• What difference has Christ’s resurrection and your resulting victory 
over death made to you in terms of hope and courage? IN terms of 
purpose for life? 

• Where is your spiritual life focused: On Good Friday? Easter 
Sunday? Or in between? Why?  

Get into small groups and thank God for His resurrection life 
before concluding the Connection Group.  

�Intentional Discipleship:  

 
How can this passage bring transformation to my life? What specific 
action do I need to take? What practical lessons can we share with those 
that we are discipling? Write it down! Start applying it! Share it with 
others!  
 
 
 


