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RUSSIA 

MOSCOW AIRPORTS; 

CENTRAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM, MONINO;   
AN-2 & Mil-2 FACTORY, Chernoe 

 
As your Tour Operator IAAT/Eton Travel has a duty of care toward its travellers so the following conditions 
have been added to our 2022 itineraries. In light of the ongoing COVID-19 virus, tours will only operate if: 
 

 The UK travel ban to the country or countries has been lifted 

 The host country or countries has no travel ban in place 

 The advice from www.gov.uk states there are no health restrictions in the host country 

 
Look on Flightradar 24, or any of the other flight-
monitoring websites, and you will see just how busy 
the airspace is in the Moscow area.  There is a steady 
stream of traffic going into and out of the 3 main 
airports of Sheremetyevo (SVO), Domodedovo (DME) 
and Vnukovo (VKO) 24/7, in the daytime and 
throughout the night.  
 
And no wonder: Russia is a huge country with no less 
than 11 time zones, stretching east to Vladivostok on 
the Pacific Ocean! And going back in time, on display 
at Vnukovo Airport is this fabulous Tupolev Tu-104. 
 
Like everywhere in the world, traffic plunged during Covid in 2020 and 2021 but now the number of 
flights and passengers are increasing – and in Russia at a higher rate compared to most other countries. 
 

The number of airlines serving SVO was/is 41; DME: 
51; and VKO 27. A few airlines fly into one or more of 
the airports. But even so, there is still a lot of them 
and, quite a few do not fly into the UK, nor indeed, 
Europe. As an example, pictured left is a Sukhoi Super 
Jet 100-95LR of Yamal Airlines: both aircraft and 
airline are rare sights for UK eyes. 
 
We spend 2 full days at all 3 airports.  Requests for 
ramp tours have been submitted to each one, but 
should permission be denied we will do our 
photographing and/or logging at the threshold of the 
landing runway.  STOP PRESS: SVO is looking 
promising. 

 
We will have a coach with us all day, allowing us to go to other locations around the airport’s perimeters.   
 
Our local guide, Oleg, is a travel agent and aviation enthusiast, familiar with not only the airports in 
Moscow but all over Russia; he has been organising Ian Allan Aviation Tours for nearly 20 years. 
 
At the Central Air Force Museum – better known simply as “Monino” – there are a number of classic 
Soviet/Russian airliners as well as large numbers of military aircraft, dating back to before WWI. We 
spend several hours here before going on to nearby Chernoe and the Repair and Refurbishment Factory 
that turns out new, modern examples of geriatric Antonov An-2s and Mil MI-2s.  

 

PROVISIONAL ITINERARY & GENERAL INFORMATION 
Saturday, 11th – Sunday, 19th June 
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If you have been to Moscow in the last 15 years or so you will know that the amount of traffic on the 
roads is quite often moving at a crawl, stopping and starting.  So rather than stay in the centre of the city 
and drive each day to/from the airports, we stay in hotels either at the airports or only a few miles away. 
 
We fly with British Airways from London’s Heathrow Airport – we plan to fly on an earlier flights if/when 
available; travel is in a mid-sized coach with local driver; stay each night in a comfortable hotel on a Full 
Board basis, including packed lunches; and the group is accompanied by one of our well-travelled 
and experienced Tour Managers and, in Moscow, Oleg. 
  
Please note: you must have had 2 Covid jabs to go on the tour and bring along proof of having done so. 
 
 

PROVISIONAL ITINERARY (all times local) 
 

DAY 1: SATURDAY, 11th JUNE 
Between 11:00 and 11:55 please check-in with British Airways in Terminal 5 at London’s Heathrow 
Airport. Then meet your Ian Allan Tour Manager and fellow enthusiasts, who will be gathering nearby to 
column G. Latest recommended check-in time is 2 hours prior to departure, i.e. 11:55. 
 
 Heathrow Airport, Terminal 5   Flight: BA 880            Departs: 13:55 
 Moscow Domodedovo Airport                     Arrives:  19:45 
 
After Immigration, Baggage Reclaim and Customs we meet Oleg in the Arrivals Hall and walk to the 
Airhotel Domodedovo, checking for 3 nights on a full board basis.  
 
Located just 550 yards from the terminal, facilities include a free airport shuttle, gym, sauna and 24-hour 
bar. Wi-Fi is free in public areas, and complimentary minibar is offered in every room. 
 
There is an ‘early breakfast’ 04:00-07:00, then a hot ‘Buffet’ breakfast 07:00-11:00. European Cuisine is 
served in the restaurant, and there is also a snack bar on site. A safety deposit box is provided in all 
rooms; bathroom is en-suite with hairdryer and toiletries. There is a sauna and small pool at surcharge.  
 
The Airhotel Bus Stop is located on Privokzalnaya ploshchad (in front of entrance 2), and connects you to 
Domodedovskaya Metro Station giving quick transfer into the centre of Moscow. 
 

DAY 2: SUNDAY, 12th JUNE 
Departing the hotel at 08:30 we visit one of the largest and best 
collections of aircraft in the world: the Central Air Force Museum 
– better known simply as “Monino”.  The museum opens at 
10:00 and we plan to stay 3 hours (packed lunch provided which 
can be eaten on the coach or in the grounds). 
 
Pictured right is just part of this huge collection; out of sight are 
the pre-WWI, WWI and Great Patriotic War (WWII) aircraft.  
 
As well as military aircraft associated with the Cold War of the 
1950s, 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s, there are also early examples of 
Russian aeroplanes, warbirds from WWI and WWII, and various classic Soviet airliners. For a list of 
aircraft and a gallery of photographs please click on: www.moninoaviation.com/ix.html . 
 
Then to somewhere completely different: the Antonov An-2 and Mil Mi-2 Repair and Refurbishment Plant 
in nearby Chernoe. Here they take old and derelict-looking An-2s biplanes and Mi-2s helicopters and 
transform them into brand new flying machines; there are scores of aircraft and helicopters in the 
grounds, some needing a bit of TLC and others in ‘showroom’ condition. 
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DAYS 3 & 4: MONDAY, 13th & TUESDAY, 
14th JUNE 
Two full days in and/or outside Moscow’s Domodedovo 
Airport.  Over recent years this airport has nearly doubled 
in size, by area, number of passengers flying in and out 
and, the number of aircraft movements. 
 
‘Domo’ is the second busiest airport in Russia after 
Sheremetyevo. 
 
On 26 December 1975, the airport was selected for the 
inaugural flight of the Tupolev Tu-144, when it flew to Alma Ata. The first flights were limited to cargo, 
not passengers. 
 
Among several crashes at this airport over the years, on 5 December 1999, a cargo variant of the 
Ilyushin Il-114 crashed during a test flight, killing five and injuring two. 
 
Website: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow_Domodedovo_Airport . 
 

The airport is due to be expanded even more. A large number 
of airlines operate from here, around 41, flying not just 
Airbuses and Boeings, but other types too. 
 
Pictured left at Domo is this CRJ-200ER, one of 7 operated by 
UVT Aero who are based in Kazan, in Tatarstan. 
 
We have a coach all day, to use as a ’taxi’ to go to other 
locations around the airport, as you wish. Website:  
 
At the end of Tuesday we drive to the DoubleTree By Hilton 
Hotel at Moscow’s Vnukovo Airport, staying 2 nights on a full 

board basis. It is conveniently located opposite the main entrance to Terminal A, and features a 24-hour 
bar, SkyLounge with panoramic views and on-site dining. All the air-conditioned rooms have a desk, a 
flat-screen TV, a wardrobe, an iron and ironing board, a safe, coffee & tea making facilities; wi-fi is free.  
as well as free. The private bathroom feature free toiletries together with a hairdryer. A buffet breakfast 
can be enjoyed at DoubleTree By Hilton Moscow - Vnukovo Airport Hotel. The hotel offers a Turkish 
hammam, indoor pool with a spa bath and gym, and a 24-hour front desk. The city centre of Moscow is 
directly accessible from the Aeroexpress Terminal, arriving at Kiyevsky Train Station.  
 

DAYS 5 & 6: WEDNESDAY, 15th & THURSDAY, 
16th JUNE 
Vnukovo is Moscow's oldest operating airport. It was opened as 
an air force base during the Great Patriotic War on 1 July 1941, 
becoming a civilian airport in peace time when it replaced 
Moscow’s original airport, Khodynka.  
 
Vnukovo was built by slave labour, by several thousand 
inmates from the ‘Likovlag’, a Gulag concentration camp 
specifically for workers building the airport.  
 
The first passenger flight of the Ilyushin Il-18 flew from here to Alma-Ata on 20 April 1956; on 15 
September 1956, the Tupolev Tu-104 jetliner made its first ever passenger flight, from Vnukovo to 

Irkutsk via Omsk; and the first passenger service of the Tu-114 
also flew from this airport on 24 April 1961 to Khabarovsk. 
 
We have a coach all day on both days: a ’taxi’ to take you to 
other locations around the airport, as you wish. 
 
Pictured left is something you don’t see every day – an Airbus 
A320 of FlyOne, based in Chișinău, Moldova. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vnukovo_International_Airport . 
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On the Thursday evening we transfer to, and 
check-in, at the Holiday Inn Express 
Sheremetyevo Airport, staying 3 nights on a full 
board basis. It’s located a 4-minute walk from 
Terminal E and Aeroexpress trains, which go to 
Belorussky Train Station in the centre of Moscow. 
 
Every air-conditioned room at this hotel is 
equipped with a flat-screen TV and an electric 
kettle. All rooms have a seating area to relax in 
after a busy day. Each room includes a private 
bathroom fitted with a shower as well as a 
hairdryer. 
 

DAYS 7 & 8: FRIDAY, 17th & SATURDAY, 18th JUNE 
Two full days in and/or outside Moscow’s Sheremetyevo Airport.   
 
Again, our coach is with us all day on both days: a ’taxi’ to take us to other locations around the airport. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheremetyevo_International_Airport . 
 

DAY 9: SUNDAY, 19th JUNE 
Departing the hotel at 09:00 we return to Domodedovo Airport and spend the day outside on the 
perimeter and/or the threshold of the landing runway. 
 
At 16:00 we arrive at the airport terminal where we check-in with British Airways for our return flight to 
Heathrow; latest check in time is 3 hours prior to departure: 17:40. 
 
 Moscow, Domodedovo Airport   Flight: BA 881                 Departs: 20:40 
 Heathrow Airport, Terminal 5                       Arrives:  22:45 
 
Note: we await the possible addition of a late afternoon departure back in to Heathrow.  
  
Whilst waiting for our luggage to arrive Baggage Reclaim we take the opportunity to bid each other 
farewell – until our paths cross again! 
 
 

 
TOUR PRICE 
PER PERSON 

 

 
TOUR: 202 

  
From: £ 1,598.00 Package price based on sharing a twin bedded room on a Full Board 

basis: breakfast, packed lunch and evening meal as stated 

 
From: £ 336.00 

 
Single room supplement 

 
From: £ 1,244.00 

 
Land-only (NO flights) PLEASE SPEAK WITH ONE OF OUR 
CONSULTANTS BEFORE BOOKING 
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TOUR PRICE INCLUDES 
 
 Flights on the scheduled services of British Airways from London’s Heathrow Airport, as stated  
 UK and Russian airport taxes 
 UK Passenger Service Charge 
 All coach transfers as stated 
 8 nights hotel accommodation in rooms with en-suite facilities 
 Full Board: breakfast, packed lunch and evening meal  
 Admission to the Central Air Force Museum, Monino 
 Admission to the Chernoe Factory 
 Services of a Russian English speaking guide in Moscow 
 Services of an Ian Allan Tour Manager throughout 
 
 

NOT INCLUDED 
 
 Visa – see page 6 
 Lunch on the final day 
 Cost of any Covid tests, if applicable 
 Travel insurance – see page 8 
 Personal expenditure, e.g. telephone calls, laundry, drinks, etc. 
 Tips and gratuities  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

 
Payment for Ian Allan Aviation Tours 
A deposit of £400.00 per person should accompany your Booking Form, with the balance due 10 weeks 
prior to the tour’s departure.  Please see your Booking Confirmation/Invoice for the exact date.  Please 
note that a reminder of the payment date will not be sent.   
 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) Consular Advice 
The FCO's consular service is a major operation. Every hour of every day consular staff around the world 
are advising and helping British nationals. For up-to-date passport, visa and security information, we 
suggest you visit www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice 
 
In addition, the Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA) provides both a web site http://abta.com/go-
travel and an Information Line, telephone: 020 3117 0599. This line is open between the hours 10:00 – 
16:00, Monday-Friday (excluding bank holidays). 
 
Coach Travel 
Ian Allan Aviation Tours only use coaches chartered from reputable companies, with a driver. Where we 
have had to cancel a tour, due to the small number of bookings, we have looked at the possibility of 
renting a 16-18 seater minibus, with our tour manager driving. However, without exception, the hiring of 
such a vehicle is illegal if any of the occupants make any payment towards the rental price, fuel and/or 
other expenses - known as “for hire or reward”.  Any such rental, made without these facts being known 
to the rental company at the time of booking, also invalidates all insurance covering the vehicle, contents 
and persons. The DVLA has also confirmed that any “for hire or reward” rental could breach the normal 
driving classification of a standard UK driver’s license.  Therefore, we do not undertake any tours using 9-
18 seater minibuses from a rental company with our tour manager, or a member of the group, driving. 
 
Covid and Entry Requirements 
The current entry requirements (December 2021) will most certainly have changed (at least once) 
between now and the date of travel. We have not, therefore, included the current criteria. 
 
Further information can be found on the UK government’s Travel Advice website at:  
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/russia?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_source=a4a70de0-fc86-4395-b074-a1ebc56a97fa&utm_content=immediately  
 
Passports and Visa 
You must have a Full passport, which must be valid for at least 6 months beyond your intended departure 
date from Russia.   
 
UK passport holders require a visa to enter Russia. Please check with the Russian Visa Centre for 
requirements if you hold a non-UK passport. 
 
You will need to make a personal visit to submit your application at the Russia Visa Centre in either 
London, Manchester or Edinburgh so that they can take your biometric data (your fingerprints). 
 
The following documents should be submitted to the Russia Visa Centre to obtain a single entry Tourist 
Visa to enter Russia: 
 

1. Your original full passport, with at least 2 consecutive blank pages (passport must be valid for at 
least 6 months after intended departure date from Russia). 

2. Russian visa application form, completed and signed. 
3. One passport-size photo (glued to the form). 
4. Letter from tour company confirming itinerary and the ‘Tourist Voucher and Tourist Confirmation’, 

both of which we will supply. 
5. *Payment of £101.40 (visa cost) + £13.80 per visa for return of visa by secure post. You may 

also collect in person (not Manchester). This fee is for standard processing (20 business days); 
Express service is available at a supplement of £69.20  
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We strongly recommend that you use the services of ASLA, a private company based in Huntingdon in 
Cambridgeshire who specialise in travel arrangements to Russia. Ian Allan Aviation Tour groups have 
used their expertise for many years. Website: www.asla.co.uk/  
 
For a fee of £31.00 per person, ASLA will assist you in completing the visa application form and will 
ensure your submission is 100% correct, before you apply for your Russian visa. STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND THIS OPTION. 
 
*All information and prices quoted are correct as of October 2021 but are subject to change at the 
discretion of the Russian authorities. 
 
Full details on how to complete and submit the application (6 pages) will be sent to you on receipt of your 
booking. However, if you wish to see the details before you book please contact us and we will forward a 
copy. It may look daunting, however, with the help of ASLA the process is relatively painless. 
 
Baggage Regulations – British Airways (BA) – Departing from London’s Heathrow Airport 
Checked Baggage: BA will transport 1 piece of ‘checked’ baggage per person free of charge, the total 
dimensions of which must not exceed 190cm x 75cm x 65cm (75in x 29½in x 25½in), including the 
handle, pockets and wheels. Maximum weight is 23kg (50lb). 
 
Cabin Baggage: for travel out of London’s Heathrow Airport BA will let you take 1 carry-on bag (and 1 
personal item). Your main piece of hand baggage can be up to the dimensions of 56cm x 45cm x 25cm 
(22in x 18in x 10in), including handles and wheels. You must be able to lift the bag into the overhead 
locker unaided. Carry-on baggage must be stowed in carry-on compartments of the aircraft, under a 
seat, or in an overhead locker. Your bag must also fit into the bag gauge, available at the check-in area. 
All larger-sized items must go in the aircraft’s hold. 
 
Restrictions remain in place for the carriage of liquids, gels, and creams in hand baggage for all 
passengers departing from and transferring through all EU airports. Some other airports around the world 
operate their own restrictions. Customers are advised to check before they travel. 
 
Limited quantities of liquids (individual containers must not exceed 100ml or 3.5 fl oz), are allowed as 
hand baggage but must be carried separately through security in a clear plastic, zip-top or re-sealable 
bag that does not exceed 20cm x 20cm (8 inches x 8 inches), or quart size. Items must fit in the bag 
comfortably and the bag must be completely closed. 
 
The bag can only contain liquids such as shampoo, suntan lotions, creams, toothpaste, hair gel and hair 
spray, perfumes, cosmetics such as mascara and lip gloss, water and other drinks, soups and syrups and 
other items of a similar consistency. 
 
Cigarette lighters are NOT permitted in hold baggage or through the security search. These may be 
purchased airside. 
 
Hand baggage can also include electronic equipment such as mobile phones, digital cameras and MP3 
players (such as i-Pods). Laptops must be removed from the bag for x-ray. 
 
All equipment which contain batteries must be fully charged, e.g., mobile phone and cameras. Any 
that are not fully charged will be taken by airport security staff and returned to you when you next pass 
through the airport. Should you be detained for questioning and miss your flight, Ian Allan Travel cannot 
be held responsible.  
 
Prescription medicines in liquid form, e.g. diabetic kit can also be included. 
 
At security all remaining items should be placed in the tray provided for screening, e.g. car keys and 
fobs, cash, solid food, books, newspapers, cigarettes and tobacco, belts and shoes. Pushchairs and 
walking aids are permitted but must be x-ray screened. All wheelchairs will be subject to search. Please 
note: you may be subject to a hand search by the security team and required to remove footwear to be 
x-ray screened. 
 
Meals 
This tour is based on Full Board: breakfast, lunch (the packed variety) and evening meal.  
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Health Requirements 
There are no known mandatory or recommended precautions for visiting Russia; however, we 
recommend you consult your local doctor or health centre for the latest information. 
 
Climate 
The month of June should be warm and sunny with temperatures around 22°C (71°F), but during heat 
waves, which can occur anytime from May to September, daytime temperature highs often top 30°C 
(86°F), sometimes for one or two weeks. 
 
Local Currency 
The currency is the Russian Rouble.  
 
For many years it has been illegal to charge for goods or services in any currency other than Roubles, 
and no longer will taxi drivers or café/bar staff take other currencies like US Dollars, Euros or Sterling. 
New laws have dramatically cut the number of places where you can exchange money, although there 
are still many more bureaux de change in Moscow than in most European cities, some open 24-hours. It 
is easier to change US Dollars and Euros; other currencies are normally only changeable at larger banks 
or central exchange offices. Commission is normally negligible. 
 
Buying Roubles abroad is usually extremely difficult, and exchange rates, at least for Dollars and Euros, 
are much more competitive in Moscow. If you want to carry cash, then bring it in one of those currencies. 
 
An easy way to access funds is through ATM machines once you get to Moscow; they are common in 
airports and hotels. The flat-rate charges are small, and exchange rates are normally reasonable. 
 
Credit and bank cards are widely accepted in large shops, most restaurants (including fast-food outlets), 
and bars. It is always worth checking before you order, however, as some businesses don't consider it a 
major problem if their card terminals are out-of-order for a few days. Visa and MasterCard are accepted 
almost everywhere, while American Express and Diner's Club less so. 
 
You should also be aware that, due to high instances of card fraud emanating from Russia, some Western 
banks need to be notified of your travel plans, otherwise they may block your card automatically after the 
first time you use it in Russia, whether to make a payment or withdraw cash. 
 
Travel Insurance 
Please forward a copy of your policy to Eton Travel Ltd. 
 
NOTE: You will be required to provide proof of travel insurance with your visa application. 
 
Wheelchair Assistance at Airports. 
Anyone requiring wheelchair assistance at airports must have this service requested and confirmed in 
advance. Airlines and/or airports can no longer provide this service without prior confirmation, therefore, 
please annotate your booking form accordingly. 
 
Flexible Itinerary 
We are very happy for enthusiasts to take time away from the printed itinerary to pursue their own 
interests so long as they inform the Tour Manager.  It will be the individual’s responsibility to ensure that 
they re-join the group in the hotel at the stated time on the day of departure. 
 
Land Only Price 
For enthusiasts who would prefer to join the tour in Moscow (instead of flying from London’s Heathrow 
Airport with the main group), we are pleased to provide a ‘Land Only’ price: NO FLIGHTS will be included.  
 
You are strongly advised to contact us before making your own flight arrangements in the event that 
there has been a change to the published itinerary.   
 
Please note that the ‘Land only’ price is based on you meeting up with the group at the first hotel and 
does not include airport transfer on the first day, but does so on the last day (SVO to DME).   
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Flight Timings & Connecting Travel Arrangements to Departure Airport 
All flight departure and arrival times are correct at the time of preparing each itinerary; however, airlines 
may change these times with little or no prior warning.  In practice such changes are only a few minutes 
either way and the final itinerary will show the actual times.  Clients making their own arrangements to 
get to the departure airport by air, rail, coach etc., should bare the above in mind if purchasing non-
refundable or non-changeable tickets.  Ian Allan Aviation Tours/Eton Travel Ltd cannot be held 
responsible for any changes to flight times and any privately arranged travel tickets to the airport 
becoming invalid.  
 
Pre-departure 
For connecting flights from UK regional airports - please call Ian Allan Aviation Tours on 01932 255625 
for the latest special offers available. 
 
Tours Affected by World Events or Unforeseen/Unplanned Circumstances 
In an ever-changing world, events may occur immediately before or during a tour that result in 
cancellations or changes to the tour itinerary.  For example, an increase in security may result in an 
approved visit being cancelled by the host, etc..  Ian Allan Aviation Tours/Eton Travel Ltd cannot be held 
responsible for any tour being cancelled, or itineraries affected, due to world events or circumstances 
beyond our control. 
 
 
 

*  *  * 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


