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SWITZERLAND 
Air Force Museum, Dubendorf; 

Museum of Transportation, Lucerne; 
Christmas Markets of Basel 

 
As your Tour Operator IAAT has a duty of care toward its travellers so the following conditions have been 
added to our 2021 itineraries. 
 
In light of the ongoing COVID-19 virus, tours will only operate if: 

 The UK travel ban to the country or countries has been lifted 

 The host country or countries has no travel ban in place 

 The advice from www.gov.uk states there are no health restrictions in the host country 

 
 

PROVISIONAL ITINERARY & GENERAL INFORMATION 

Friday, 3rd – Monday, 6th December 
 

 
With the ending of very nearly all of the UK’s Covid travel 
restrictions from 4 October, we ‘celebrate’ with a long 
weekend in Switzerland. Time to dust off your suitcase 
and camera bag! 

 
We visit the 2 largest aviation museums in the country: 
the Swiss Air Force museum – now known as the “Flieger 

Flab Museum” – in Dubendorf (pictured left) and, the 
famous Swiss Museum of Transportation in Lucerne with 
its  large collection of railway engines, cars, buses, boats 
and aircraft.  

 
We stay in the centre of the beautiful city of Basel giving you the opportunity of looking around its 2 
Christmas markets: voted ‘Best In Europe’ last year. 
   
We fly from London’s Heathrow Airport on the services of British Airways (BA); stay 3 nights in Basel at 
the sumptuous 4* Pullman Hotel on a bed and breakfast basis; travel in-country by deluxe coach; and 
accompanied by one of Ian Allan Aviation Tours well-travelled and experienced Tour Managers.  

 
For this tour – and all future Ian Allan Aviation Tours – you must have been double-jabbed and 
be able to show proof. New Covid requirements for Switzerland and our return to England, from 4 

October, means you no longer need to take an expensive PCR Covid test prior to leaving England, or to 
enter Switzerland, nor to re-enter England. See details under General Information on page 5. 
 

With opportunities for sightseeing and shopping this tour is perfect for ‘non aviation minded’ persons! 
  
Why not extend your stay and enjoy additional days in Oslo; please contact us with your requirements. 
 
 

PROVISIONAL ITINERARY (all times local) 

 
DAY 1: FRIDAY, 3rd DECEMBER  
Please check in with BA in Terminal 5 at London’s Heathrow Airport, then meet your Ian Allan Tour 
Manager and fellow travellers who will be standing adjacent to Column G located on the departures 
concourse. Latest recommended check in time is 2 hours prior to departure: 10:15. 

 
 Heathrow Airport, Terminal 5   Flight: BA 754                          Departs: 12:15 

 Mulhouse/Basel                        Arrives:  15:00 

http://www.gov.uk/
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On arrival we meet our local driver, take our seats on the coach, drive into the centre of Basel and check 

in at the 4* Pullman Hotel for a stay of 3 nights on a bed and breakfast basis.  

 
Hotel’s facilities include free wi-fi, the “Bistro Europe” restaurant, bar and gym. The stylish and bright 
rooms come with air conditioning, wired internet access, a minibar and special foam pillows. Further 
amenities include a laptop safe, a flat-screen TV, free toiletries and tea/coffee making facilities.  
 
Located a 550 yards walk to the old town and the River Rhine, over the bridge are the sites of the 2 main 

and best known Christmas markets. Don’t fancy walking? Then take a tram or bus: you will receive a 
“Free BaselCard” giving free use of the city’s public transport system, and other benefits, e.g. 50% off 
entrance to most of the city’s museums. For more hotel details go to their website: 
https://all.accor.com/hotel/5921/index.en.shtml?dateIn=&nights=&compositions=1&stayplus=false#origi
n=pullman . 
 

DAY 2: SATURDAY, 4th DECEMBER  
Departing the hotel at 08:30 we set off on the 80-minutes drive to Zurich, to the Swiss Air Force Museum 

located on the perimeter of Dubendorf airbase. Or spend the day in Basel. 
 
In the museum there are 40 aircraft and helicopters on 

display, with the collection divided into distinct eras: 
pioneers and World War I; the 1930s; World War II and the 
post-war period; the beginning of the jet age; the 
development of jet fighters; the Cold War; and arms 
reduction. Pictured right is a Swiss EKW C-36 C-3603. 
 
The Museum’s current list of aircraft can be seen at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flieger_Flab_Museum .  
 
Lunch, at own expense, can be taken at either museum as both have café/restaurant options. 
 
At 12:15 we depart for Lucerne, 55-minutes down the motorway, to the world-famous Swiss Museum of 

Transportation, with its fabulous collection of aircraft, cars, buses, coach, railway engines and rolling 
stock and much, much more.  

 
The current aviation exhibition features civil aviation, mountain 
and rescue interventions, Swiss engineering achievements, 
and flying as a career.  
 
The 30 or so original aircraft on display range from a 1909 

Dufaux 4 biplane (the oldest surviving Swiss aircraft) and a 
Blériot XI-b by aviation pioneer Oskar Bider, to four Swissair 
aircraft, and a Northrop F-5E fighter plane of the Swiss Air 
Force in the colours of the Patrouille Suisse aerobatic team. 
 
Pictured left is part of a complete Convair CV990 Coronado and 

a USAF F-104 Starfighter. 

 
We set off back to Basel at 16:15, a journey of just over an hour along the motorway, arriving at our 
hotel around 17:30. 
 

DAY 3: SUNDAY, 5th DECEMBER  
A free day to enjoy as you wish: sightseeing or shopping. 
 
Basel has a deep-rooted tradition as Switzerland’s most beautiful 
and largest Christmas city, and is well worth a visit. Not only the 
well-preserved Old Town is radiant in the warm Christmas light, 
but the shops and the facades of many buildings glitter with a 
golden glow. Roughly a hundred tall pine trees border the streets 

and stand like brightly lit sentinels pointing the way for the visitor. 

Particularly recommended are the Christmas markets being held 
on Barfüsserplatz (pictured right) and on Münsterplatz – one of 
the most beautiful squares in Basel: see page 3. 

https://all.accor.com/hotel/5921/index.en.shtml?dateIn=&nights=&compositions=1&stayplus=false#origin=pullman
https://all.accor.com/hotel/5921/index.en.shtml?dateIn=&nights=&compositions=1&stayplus=false#origin=pullman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Airplanes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helicopters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flieger_Flab_Museum
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In the middle of the city centre, nestled in the historic Old 

Town, is Münsterplatz (pictured left), where traders and 

artisans offer their goods for sale in 180 small, rustic wooden 
chalets. Culinary delights abound with waffles, Glühwein (hot 
wine, perfect for the winter weather), genuine Basel Läckerli 
(a kind of gingerbread), grilled sausages – and delicious 
Swiss raclette. 

 
Raclette cheese is a Swiss staple of yummy melting cheese 
gooeyness.  The history is that shepherds would carry the 
cheese with them, then melt it by their camp fires and scrape 
the melted bit off onto bread; usually served with boiled new 
potatoes, cured meats, cornichons (pickled Gherkins) and 
pickles, the melted Raclette is very tasty and makes a 

wonderful meal to eat on a chilly evening.   
 

Like last year visitors can also enjoy Christmas delicacies and a festive atmosphere at Claraplatz (in 
Kleinbasel, on the right banks of the Rhine). This year you’ll again find a small but delicious culinary 
offering here as well as at the neighbourhood Christmas market in Rheingasse. The market is enriched by 
numerous pre-Christmas events. 

 
Details of all Christmas markets can be seen at: https://www.basel.com/en/events/christmas/christmas-
market . 

 

DAY 4: MONDAY, 6th DECEMBER  
The morning is free. 
 
At 13:00, having checked out of the hotel (latest checkout time is 14:00), we board our waiting coach 

and transfer the 4.5 miles to Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg Airport; latest recommended check-in time is 2 
hours prior to departure: 13:25.   

 
Or you can transfer at your own expense to the airport at a time of your own choosing, i.e. not with the 
Tour Manager and the group. 
 
 Mulhouse/Basel         Flight: BA 755                         Departs: 15:25 

 Heathrow, Terminal 5                               Arrives:  16:10 
 
Whilst waiting for our luggage in Baggage Reclaim we bid each other farewell – until the next time! 
 
 

 

TOUR PRICE PER 
PERSON 

 

 

TOUR: 227127 

 
 

 

From: £ 898.00 Package price based on sharing a twin bedded room on a bed and 
breakfast basis 

 
From: £ 120.00 

 
Single room supplement 

 
From: £720.00 

 
 
 

 
Land-only (NO flights) PLEASE SPEAK WITH ONE OF OUR 
CONSULTANTS BEFORE BOOKING 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.basel.com/en/events/christmas/christmas-market
https://www.basel.com/en/events/christmas/christmas-market
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TOUR PRICE INCLUDES 
 
 Flights on the scheduled services of British Airways from London’s Heathrow Airport, as stated 

 UK and Swiss airport taxes 
 UK Passenger Service Charge 
 Coach transfers and transportation as stated 
 3 nights at the 4* Hotel Pullman in rooms with en-suite facilities 
 Breakfast each morning 
 Admission to both aviation museums as stated 

 Services of an Ian Allan Aviation Tours Manager 

 Gratuity for the coach driver 
 
 

NOT INCLUDED 
 

 Single room supplement 
 Meals, other than those stated  
 Visa – not required by British passport holders 
 Travel insurance – see page 6 “General Information” 
 Any Covid tests, if required 
 Personal expenditure, e.g. telephone calls, laundry, drinks, etc. 

 Tips and gratuities  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Payment for Ian Allan Aviation Tours 
Due to the tour departing in 6 weeks time, full payment should accompany your Booking Form.  
 
Passports and Visas 

Citizens of the UK are required to be in possession of a Full UK Passport, which must be valid for at least 
6 months from the date of your return. You may also refer to the World Travel Guide website: 
www.wtgonline.com for general information on passports, visas and health requirements. 

 
British passport holders do not require a visa to enter Switzerland for stays of less than 90 days.  
 
EU citizens and passport holders should check with their local Swiss Consulate. 

 
Covid and Entry Requirements 
From 04:00 on 4th October the current red, amber and green traffic light system will be replaced by a 
single red list of countries. Testing requirements will also be reduced for eligible fully vaccinated (2 
jabs) passengers to only one cheaper lateral flow test after arriving back in England. No PCR tests will be 
needed prior to departing England nor in Switzerland before arriving back in England. Click here for UK 
Gov website: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/switzerland/entry-requirements . 

 
You can enter Switzerland for any travel purpose if you are fully vaccinated and can show adequate 

proof. Every person arriving by air must complete a Swiss passenger locator form prior to their arrival – 

click on the link to see the form. 
 
Also, a UK passenger locator form will have to be completed by each person – any time in the 48 hours 

before you arrive back in England: click here to see the UK passenger locator form . 
 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) Consular Advice 

The FCO's consular service is a major operation. Every hour of every day consular staff around the world 
are advising and helping British nationals. For up-to-date passport, visa and security information on the 
destination you intend visiting, we suggest you visit:  www.fco.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo 
 
In addition, the Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA) provide an Information Line for UK callers 
only, telephone: 020 3117 0599.  This line is open between the hours 10:00 – 16:00, Monday to Friday 
(excluding bank holidays). 
 

Baggage Regulations – British Airways – Departing from London’s Heathrow Airport 
Checked Baggage: Included within the cost of your British Airways or Aer Lingus ticket is 1 piece of 
‘checked’ baggage per person, the total dimensions of which must not exceed 190cm x 75cm x 65cm 
(75in x 29½in x 25½in), including the handle, pockets and wheels. Maximum weight is 23kg (50lb). 
 
Cabin Baggage: for travel out of London’s Heathrow Airport you may take 1 carry-on bag (and 1 

personal item). Your main piece of hand baggage can be up to the dimensions of 56cm x 45cm x 25cm 
(22in x 18in x 10in), including handles and wheels. You must be able to lift the bag into the overhead 
locker unaided. Carry-on baggage must be stowed in carry-on compartments of the aircraft, under a 
seat, or in an overhead locker. Your bag must also fit into the bag gauge, available at the check-in area. 
All larger-sized items must go in the aircraft’s hold. 
 
Restrictions remain in place for the carriage of liquids, gels, and creams in hand baggage for all 

passengers departing from and transferring through all EU airports. Some other airports around the world 

operate their own restrictions. Customers are advised to check before they travel. 
 
 

http://www.wtgonline.com/
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/switzerland/entry-requirements
https://swissplf.admin.ch/formular
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk
http://www.fco.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo
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Limited quantities of liquids (individual containers must not exceed 100ml or 3½ fl oz), are allowed as 

hand baggage but must be carried separately through security in a clear plastic, zip-top or re-sealable 
bag that does not exceed 20cm x 20cm (8 inches x 8 inches), or quart size. Items must fit in the bag 
comfortably and the bag must be completely closed. 
 
The bag can only contain liquids such as shampoo, suntan lotions, creams, toothpaste, hair gel and hair 
spray, perfumes, cosmetics such as mascara and lip gloss, water and other drinks, soups and syrups and 

other items of a similar consistency. 
 
Cigarette lighters are NOT permitted in hold baggage or through the security search. These may be 
purchased airside. 
 
Hand baggage can also include electronic equipment such as mobile phones, digital cameras and MP3 

players (such as i-Pods). Laptops must be removed from the bag for x-ray. 
 
All batteries must be fully charged. All Lithium batteries must be in your cabin baggage, not in the hold. 

 
Prescription medicines in liquid form, e.g. diabetic kit can also be included. 
 
At security all remaining items should be placed in the tray provided for screening, e.g. car keys and 

fobs, cash, solid food, books, newspapers, cigarettes and tobacco, belts and shoes. Pushchairs and 
walking aids are permitted but must be x-ray screened. All wheelchairs will be subject to search. Please 
note: you may be subject to a hand search by the security team and required to remove footwear to be 
x-ray screened. 
 
Meals 
On this tour breakfast is included in the tour price. 

 
Health Requirements 
There are no known mandatory or recommended precautions for visiting Switzerland; however, we 

recommend you consult your local doctor or health centre for the latest information. 
 
Climate and Dress 

Temperature in December should range between a high of 6°C and a low of 1°C. Warm, winter clothing is 
the order of the day when outside. Both museums are heated! Snowfall during December in Basel is 
essentially constant, remaining about 0.1 inches throughout the month, rarely deeper than 0.4 inches or 
falling to 0.0 inches. 
 
Local Currency 
The local currency is the Swiss Franc. Most places will accept Euros but any change will be in Francs. 

Major credit cards are accepted, and ATMs are available. If you plan to take traveller’s cheques we 
recommend they are in Euros and small denomination notes (10, 20 or 50) as you are more likely to be 
able to change these in the hotel (or at the airport).   
 

Travel Insurance 
Remember you must bring with you a printed copy of your travel insurance certificate. 
 

Wheelchair Assistance at Airports. 
Anyone requiring wheelchair assistance at airports must have this service requested and confirmed in 
advance. Airlines and/or airports can no longer provide this service without prior confirmation, therefore, 
please annotate your booking form accordingly. 
 
Flexible Itinerary 

We are very happy for enthusiasts to take time away from the printed itinerary to pursue their own 
interests.  It will be the individual’s responsibility to ensure that they re-join the group in the hotel or at 
the airport at the stated time on the day of departure. 
 
Land Only Price 
For enthusiasts who would prefer to join the tour at the hotel, instead of flying with the main group, we 

have quoted a ‘Land Only’ price. Please note airport transfers are not included.  
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You are strongly advised to contact us before making your own flight arrangements in the event that 

there has been a change to the published itinerary. 

 
Flight Timings & Connecting Travel Arrangements to Departure Airport 
All flight departure and arrival times are correct at the time of preparing each itinerary; however, airlines 
may change these times with little or no prior warning.  In practice such changes are only a few minutes 
either way and the final itinerary will show the actual times.  Clients making their own arrangements to 
get to the departure airport by air, rail, coach etc., should bare the above in mind if purchasing non-

refundable or non-changeable tickets.  Ian Allan Aviation Tours cannot be held responsible for any 
changes to flight times and any privately arranged travel tickets to the airport becoming invalid.  
 
Pre-departure 
For connecting flights from UK regional airports - please call Ian Allan Aviation Tours on 01932 255625 
for the latest special offers available. 

 
Airport Hotel and/or Car Parking: we can offer special rates for the above at most UK airports, please 
ask for details. 

 
Tours Affected by World Events or Unforeseen/Unplanned Circumstances 
In an ever-changing world, events may occur immediately before or during a tour that result in 
cancellations or changes to the tour itinerary.  For example, an increase in security may result in an 

approved visit being cancelled by the host, or changes in Covid travel requirements etc..  Ian Allan 
Aviation Tours/Eton Travel cannot be held responsible for any tour being cancelled, or itineraries affected, 
due to world events or circumstances beyond our control. 
 

 


