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THAILAND 
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Suvarnabhumi & Don Mueang 
International Airports 

 
 

SATURDAY, 20th - TUESDAY, 30th MARCH  
PROVISIONAL ITINERARY & GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
 

 
As your Tour Operator IAAT has a duty of care toward its travellers so the following conditions have been 
added to our 2021 itineraries. 
 
In light of the ongoing COVID-19 virus, tours will only operate if: 

 The UK travel ban to the country or countries has been lifted 

 The host country or countries has no travel ban in place 

 The advice from www.gov.uk states there are no health restrictions in the host country or 
countries. 

 
Our 2019 ‘airliner’ tours to Bangkok and Jakarta and 
to Phuket in 2020, were popular with photographers 
and spotters alike, so we expect this combined trip to 
be no different. 
 
Phuket Airport does not feature on the ‘radar’ of most 
aviation enthusiasts; mention Phuket and one thinks 
of the famous holiday resort and nightlife. It’s a very 
popular destination with a busy international airport 
with 30-40 aircraft movements an hour at peak times. 
It is especially busy in the high season – and we are 
going in the high season! 
 
Over 60 airlines fly to Phuket with long, medium and 
short-haul aircraft and, especially attractive to us, are 
the many airlines from around southeast Asia.  

 
No doubt you have seen videos or read about the 
famous Saint Maarten Airport in the Caribbean, 
where landing aircraft pass just a few feet above 
the beach! Well as you can see from the photo 
above and at right, Phuket is exactly the same with 
airliners skimming only feet above the sandy beach 
seconds before touching down!  Pick your spot  to 
get the best photographs - on the beach, under the 
shade of the trees. 
 
We strongly recommend you put in your suitcase a 
small, comfy, folding stool or chair – unless you 
want to sit on the sand or a fallen tree.   
 
All aircraft photos in Phuket were taken in 2020 by 
Graham Dinsdale, Manager of Ian Allan Aviation 
Tours. 
 
Next port of call is Bangkok – one the busiest airport hubs in the Far East – with 2 very busy international 
airports!  We stay at the Phoenix Hotel, a well-known and very popular aviation enthusiasts hotel, at 
Suvarnabhumi Airport. You have the option of spending time here and at the equally busy, international 
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airport, of Don Mueang; current transfer between the 2 airports is very easy. Even more so if the new 
stations on the BST Sky Train network, at both airports and the Thai Air Force Museum, have opened. 
 
There is an optional visit, with your Tour Manager, to see the large number of aircraft in the excellent 
Royal Thai Air Force Museum.  
 
We propose to fly on the scheduled long-haul services of Etihad from London’s Heathrow Airport to 
Phuket, via Abu Dhabi and, from there on a domestic flight to Bangkok with Thai Vietjet Air – we await 
confirmation of all flights for March 2021; we stay 4 nights in an airport hotel in Phuket and a 
further 4 nights in a very popular and well-known ‘photographers/spotters’ hotel near Bangkok’s 
Suvarnabhumi Airport, on a bed and breakfast basis throughout; the group will be accompanied by one of 
our well-travelled and experienced Tour Managers. 
We have purposely chosen to go in the more expensive ‘high season’ for 2 reasons: the Phuket and 
Suvarnabhumi airports are at their busiest and, the wind is predominantly blowing from the best direction 
- thereby ensuring the aircraft land over the beach and hotel respectively. The ‘low season’ is less 
expensive but not an option as it is during the monsoon period.   
 
This tour is perfect for ‘non-aviation-interested’ persons to accompany you! 
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PROVISIONAL ITINERARY (all times local) 
 

DAY 1: SATURDAY, 20th MARCH 
 
Between 17:30 and 18:05 please check-in with Etihad, who depart from Terminal 4 at London’s Heathrow 
Airport, for the flight to Phuket via Abu Dhabi. You will receive boarding cards for both flights and your 
luggage will be checked all the way through to Phuket. Then meet your Tour Manager and fellow 
enthusiasts who will be gathering in the immediate area. Latest recommended check-in time advised by 
the airline is 3 hours prior to departure: 18:05. 
 
  Heathrow, Terminal 4          Flight: EY 18 (B787)              Departs: 21:05 

 
DAY 2: SUNDAY, 21st MARCH 

 
  Abu Dhabi                                                   Arrives: 08:05                                                
 
On arrival we follow the signs for Connecting Flights and go directly to the departure gate of the onward 
service to Phuket. 
 
   Abu Dhabi               Flight: EY 430 (B777)         Departs: 09:15 
   Phuket                                            Arrives:  18:20 
 

After the usual arrival formalities, we transfer via 
the hotel’s courtesy coach to the nearby the 
Sixteenth Naiyang Beach Hotel for a stay of 4 
nights on a bed and breakfast basis. There is a 
swimming pool on the rooftop with a great 
view over the airport, where you can see the 
parking bays, ramp, take-offs and landings. A 
rooftop night bar offers a nice view of the sunset. 
Room features include: free wi-fi, Satellite TV, 
Refrigerator, LED TV 32″ and telephone. Website: 
http://www.the16naiyanghotel.com/ 
 
A 2-minute walk from the hotel is a 7/11 store. 

  
 

DAYS 3 - 5: MONDAY, 22nd – WEDNESDAY, 24th MARCH 
 
Three full days to enjoy as you wish. 
 
It’s only a 3-4-minute walk to the long, sandy, tree 
and bush lined beach, from where we photograph/log 
the landing aircraft.  
 
Depending on how far you stand from the approach 
path and the runway’s threshold, dictates the size of 
lens, so you have the maximum flexibility. Anything 
from 100mm to a 400mm – it’s your choice.   
 
Access to the beach is through a park and from 09:00 
there is a charge. 
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DAY 6: THURSDAY, 25th MARCH 

 
At 09:30 we transfer on the hotel’s free shuttle to the airport 
and check in with Thai Vietjet Air – pictured left - for our flight 
to Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi International Airport. 
 
 
   Phuket              Flight: VZ 305 (A320) Departs: 12:20 
   Bangkok                         Arrives: 13:50 
 
After collecting our luggage we transfer via the hotel’s 
courtesy coach to the Phoenix Hotel for a stay of 4 nights on a 
bed and breakfast basis.   
 

A pleasant 3* hotel with an on-site restaurant and bar, it’s great for photography and spotting; it has a 
rooftop terrace complete with seating, toilet and shade from the sun.  As well as free wi-fi there is also 
complimentary transfers to the airport and local railway station.  Rooms are equipped with cable TV, hot 
and cold shower, complimentary coffee and tea. Guests enjoy a 10% discount for dinner in the 
restaurant. Website: www.phoenixhotelbangkok.com/  
 
The remainder of the day can be enjoyed on the roof. Pictured 
left is South Korean operator Eastar Jet. 
 
Suvarnabhumi is one of two airports serving Bangkok; it is the 
21st busiest airport in the world, 9th busiest airport in Asia, 
and the busiest in Thailand.  Currently 105 airlines and over 
20 cargo operators fly into and out of this very busy airport. 
 
A “Room With A View” article, published in Aviation News in 
August 2013, and written by the well-known aviation 
photographer Gerry Manning (and one of our Tour Managers), 
it gives you all the facts. Please contact us for a copy.. 
 

DAYS 7 - 9: FRIDAY, 26th – SUNDAY, 28th MARCH 
 
Three days to enjoy as you wish:  

 
On the roof - the wind direction at this time of the year should 
have aircraft landing over the hotel. To photograph an A320 or 
similar you need a 300mm lens and for B787’s a 250mm lens. 
 
At Don Muang International Airport (DMK) with your Tour 
Manager. Transfers are at your own expense, however, if you 
take the hotel courtesy coach to the airport you can then get 
on the bus that operates between BKK-DMK - which has 2 
internal viewing areas – or, share a taxi with another member 
of the group. Also, see next paragraph about the expanding 
BST Sky Train system 

 
On one day, and subject to sufficient interest, we charter a 
coach for a half-day excursion to the large collection of 
aircraft in the very impressive Royal Thai Air Force Museum  
which is located on the military airfield on the far side of DMK 
Airport. Cost of the coach to be paid equally by those going. 
Or, if the new stations on the BST Sky Train system, 
connecting both airports and the Museum, have opened, we 
can travel by this method. There is no admission charge to 
the Museum. For a list of aircraft please go to the following 
website: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Thai_Air_Force_Museum 
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DAY 10: MONDAY, 29th MARCH 

 
Another full day at the Phoenix Hotel.  

Latest check-out is mid-day, however, we can put our 
luggage in the hotel’s storeroom until we leave. 
At 17:00 we transfer to Suvarnabhumi International Airport 
using the hotel’s courtesy transfer service, either with your 
Tour Manager or at a time of your own choosing. 
 
We check-in with Etihad for our flights to London via Abu 
Dhabi, receiving boarding cards for both flights; and your 
luggage will be checked all the way through to Heathrow.  
 
Latest recommended check-in time is 3 hours before 
departure: 17:25. 
 

 
 Bangkok Flight: EY 401 (B777)      Departs: 20:25 
 

DAY 11: TUESDAY, 30th MARCH 

 
   Abu Dhabi                           Arrives:  23:55 
 
On arrival we follow the signs for Connecting Flights and go along to the departure gate of our connecting 
flight to London; time to stretch you legs, shopping or relaxing before boarding starts around 01:10. 
 
   Abu Dhabi               Flight: EY 11 (A380)              Departs: 02:40 
   Heathrow, Terminal 4                  Arrives:  06:45 
 
Whilst waiting for our luggage to appear on the baggage carousel we take the opportunity to bid each 
other farewell – until we meet again.  
 

              PRICE 
PER PERSON 

 

 
TOUR: 227102 

  

 
From £ TBA 

 
Based on sharing a twin-bedded room with private facilities, on a bed 
and breakfast basis 

 
From £ TBA 

 
Single room supplement 

 
On request 

 
Land only (please speak with one of our consultants before booking) 
 

 
TOUR PRICE INCLUDES 

 
 Flights on the scheduled services of Etihad from 

London’s Heathrow Airport 
 Flight on the scheduled services of Thai Viet Jet 

Airlines from Phuket to Bangkok 
 UK, UAE and Thai Airport Taxes, and UK 

Passenger Service Charge 
 Airport transfers on arrival and departure 

to/from both hotels 
 8-night’s accommodation in rooms with private 

facilities 
 Breakfast each morning 
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NOT INCLUDED 
 
 Visas – not required by UK passport holder - 

see page 5 “General Information” 
 Meals in addition to breakfast 
 Transfers to/from Don Mueang Airport 
 Transfers to/from the Thai Air Force Museum  
 Travel insurance – see page 6 “General 

Information”  
 Personal expenditure, e.g. telephone calls, 

laundry, drinks, etc. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Payment for Ian Allan Aviation Tours 
A deposit of £400.00 per person should accompany your Booking Form, with the balance due 10 weeks 
prior to the tour’s departure.  Please see your Booking Confirmation/Invoice for the exact date. Please 
note that a reminder of the payment date will not be sent. 
 
Tours Affected by World Events or Unforeseen/Unplanned Circumstances 
In an ever-changing world, events may occur immediately before or during a tour that result in 
cancellations or changes to the tour itinerary.  For example, an increase in security may result in an 
approved visit being cancelled by the host, etc..  Ian Allan Aviation Tours cannot be held responsible for 
any tour being cancelled, or itineraries affected, due to world events or circumstances beyond our 
control. 
 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) Consular Advice 
The FCO's consular service is a major operation. Every hour of every day consular staff around the world 
are advising and helping British nationals.   We suggest you visit www.fco.gov.uk/knowbeforeyougo for 
up-to-date passport, visa and security information on the destination you intend visiting. 
 
In addition, the Association of British Travel Agents (ABTA) provide an Information Line for UK callers 
only, telephone: 020 3117 0599.  This line is open between the hours 10:00 – 16:00, Monday to Friday 
(excluding bank holidays). 
 
Passports and Visas 
Citizens of the UK are required to be in possession of a machine-readable full UK Passport which must be 
valid for at least 6 months from the date of your return to the UK. 
 
UK passport holders do not require a visa to enter Thailand for stays of less than 30 days.  
 
Non-UK passport holders should consult their nearest Thai Embassy or Consulate. 
 
Baggage Regulations –Etihad – Departing from London’s Heathrow Airport 
Checked Baggage: Etihad will carry one item of hold luggage with a maximum weight of 51lbs (23kgs) 
and dimension of 72cm x 90cm x 45cm.  
 
Cabin Baggage: one piece of hand baggage with the maximum dimension not exceeding 40cm x 50cm x 
25cm, with a maximum weight of 7kgs. Plus, one smaller piece 40cm x 50cm x 25cm, weighing no more 
than 5kgs. 
 
Baggage Regulations –Thai Vietjet – Domestic Services 
Checked Baggage weight must not exceed 32kg and dimensions should not exceed 119cm × 119cm × 81cm. 
 
Cabin Baggage weight must not exceed 7kg and dimensions should not exceed 56cm x 36cm x 23cm.   

 
Limited quantities of liquids are allowed as hand baggage but must be carried separately through security 
in a clear plastic, zip-top or re-sealable bag that does not exceed 20cm x 20cm (8 inches x 8 inches), or 
quart size. Individual containers must not exceed 90ml or 3 American ounces, and items must fit in the 
bag comfortably and the bag must be completely closed. The bag can only contain:  shampoo, suntan 
lotions, creams, toothpaste, hair gel and hair spray, perfumes, cosmetics such as mascara and lip gloss, 
water and other drinks, soups and syrups and other items of a similar consistency. 
 
At security all remaining items should be placed in the tray provided for screening, e.g. car keys and 
fobs, cash, solid food, books, newspapers, cigarettes and tobacco, belts and shoes. Pushchairs and 
walking aids are permitted but must be x-ray screened. All wheelchairs will be subject to search. Please 
note, you may be subject to a hand search by the security team and required to remove footwear to be 
x-ray screened. 
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Once in the departure lounge passengers may purchase certain items in any shop and take it onto the 
aircraft as normal. Passengers may be subject to a secondary search at the departure gate before 
boarding. Any items not on the approved list will be removed.   
 
As baggage regulations can change with little warning, due to security requirements, you are strongly 
advised to contact the airline for the latest information nearer to the time of your departure.      
 
Baggage Weight Restrictions – UK Airports  
Since 1st June 2004, any single piece of checked baggage weighing more than 70lbs (32kgs) has not 
been accepted at check-in by any airline operating from the UK. Please bear this in mind when packing 
your suitcase. 
 
Meals 
Breakfast is included at both hotels and in-flight meals provided by Etihad Airlines. 
 
Health Requirements 
There are currently no known mandatory or recommended precautions required for travel to Thailand, 
however, we recommend that you consult your local doctor or health centre for the latest information. 
 

Climate and Dress 
The weather in Phuket and Bangkok in March is excellent, with the lowest rainfall of the year. Average 
temperature of 28.7°C (83.7°F). 
 
Summer items of clothing are therefore recommended. 
 
Currency 
In Thailand it is the Baht. Traveller's cheques are not widely accepted. Most credit and debit cards are 
accepted and ATMs are widely available. 
 
Travel Insurance 
For citizens of the United Kingdom, Ian Allan Aviation Tours can provide competitive and comprehensive 
insurance cover for the duration of your tour.  However, if you do not wish to take out our insurance, you 
must ensure that comparable or greater cover is taken.  The number of your Insurance Policy should be 
written, if known, on your Booking Form at the time of making the reservation, but no later than the date 
when final payment is due.  A copy of the policy must be forwarded to Ian Allan Aviation Tours. 
 
Individual insurance policies are arranged through CoverMore Insurance Services Limited; the premiums 
for which will vary according to your circumstances.  Full details are available on request. 
 
Wheelchair Assistance at Airports 
If you require wheelchair assistance at the airports you must have this service requested and confirmed 
in advance. Airlines and airports no longer provide this service without prior confirmation. Please 
annotate your booking form accordingly. 
 
Flexible Itinerary 
We are very happy for enthusiasts to take time away from the printed itinerary to pursue their own 
interests, so long as they inform the Tour Manager.  It will be the individual’s responsibility to ensure that 
they re-join the group in the hotel at the stated time on the day of departure. 
 
Land Only Price 
For enthusiasts who would prefer to join the tour at the hotel in Phuket (instead of flying from the UK 
with the main group), we will be happy to quote you a ‘Land Only’ price. This price will not include any 
international or domestic flights whatsoever; and you are strongly advised to contact us before making 
your own flight arrangements in the event that there has been a change to the published itinerary.  
 
Flight Timings & Connecting Travel Arrangements to Departure Airport 
All flight departure and arrival times are correct at the time of preparing each itinerary, however, airlines 
change times with little or no prior warning.  In practice such changes are only a few minutes either way 
and the final itinerary will show the actual times.  Clients making their own arrangements to get to the 
departure airport by air, rail, coach etc., should bare the above in mind if purchasing non-refundable or 
non-changeable tickets.  Ian Allan Aviation Tours cannot be held responsible for any changes to flight 
times, and any privately arranged travel tickets to the airport becoming invalid.  
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Pre-departure 
For connecting flights from UK regional airports please call Ian Allan Aviation Tours on 01932 255625 for 
the latest special offers.  
 
Airport Hotel and/or Car Parking 
We can offer special rates for the above at most UK airports, please ask for details.  
 


