
Welcome to your first Weekly Update. 

I know it was only a short week, especially for the older children who just slotted in 

brilliantly today, but I have been very impressed by how well all the children have settled. 

Thank you all so much for helping to make these first days so positive and for your 

comments about the pictures I added to Tapestry. I have some photos and observations 

from today still to add over this weekend and I hope the pictures help to give you 

something positive to talk about when the children say they haven’t done anything or ‘I 

just played’. We have had lots of fun, but they have also been learning new skills at the 

same time as ‘playing’. Our focus at the moment is on helping them settle and feel happy 

at school with us and their new friends. They have all made an excellent start to school 

life and I’m sure you are equally as proud of them as I am. As we are getting to know 

each other I will continue to introduce our school routines and set out our expectations 

with the school behaviour code. 

One of the routines we have begun to establish is coming together to have snack and 

drink after play time, which is a great opportunity to listen to some peaceful music or 

have a quiet conversation with friends. You are welcome to supplement the free snack 

provided by school with a healthy snack of fruit from home. Can I request though that 

you don’t send strawberries, pineapple or anything containing nuts or sesame, as we do 

have a child in the class with allergies to those possible snack items and, where ever 

possible, just not having them around will be reassuring. Can I also ask that all clothing is 

named and that you register for the school milk if your child would like some at snack 

time. 

Mr Ratcliffe has already been in to see us each day this week, as have many of the other 

school staff, and we joined the older children each day on the playground, as well as in 

the dinner hall and on the playground after dinner today. Dinner time was a huge 

success. I stayed with the children throughout and we also had our Year Six Mindmate 

Ambassadors to help. I was very pleased at how sensible Class One were and amazed at 

how much they ate! I have sent the menu for next week home with them so please return 

that on Monday morning. This will really save time during the rest of the week. 

As well as all the wonderful exploring inside and in the garden, we have started sitting 

together as a class to have a chat and a short story. We have been thinking about how to 

use different things and to tidy up carefully when we have finished with them. Some of 

the children have been talking about stories they like and I used the information you 

kindly provided in the ‘All About Me’ section of Tapestry (thank you!) to make sure there 

were some familiar books out on the bookshelf, as well as fitting in time to share some in 

our story sessions. If the children would like to bring a favourite book from home for us 

to read with them and their friends at school next week, that would be great.  

Mrs Williams and I have loved getting to know all the children a bit better and we have 

had lots of fun and fabulous conversations. On Monday they will be in full time so please 

collect the children at 3.15pm from the Class One cloakroom door (follow the other 



parents or just ask if you’re not sure where to go). Just next to our cloakroom door, is the 

‘Class One Notice Board’ and I will add some photographs from this week for you to see 

and talk about with your child when you collect them though the week (there will be 

additional ones to those you have already seen on Tapestry and the children will love 

looking at them with you. The photos will be on display until Thursday and from now on 

they will be changed every week on a Thursday so you can see that week’s learning 

before the weekend. When they are taken off the board the photos are added to our 

Memories Books, which the children enjoy looking at through the year (and also as they 

move up through the school). There won’t be quite as many Tapestry photographs for 

you from next week. 

Please do contact me if you have any questions, problems or worries at all - no matter 

how small you think they might be. If it’s important to your child (or to you) it’s 

important to me too. 

Have a lovely weekend and see you on Monday. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


