
Dear parents,  

  

Well it's been a short, four-day week this week but it's certainly been a busy one! As you 

know, we had our 'special visitors' in this week and firstly I just want to say how proud I 

am of Class 4 - they were superb in lessons and I'm sure they were brilliant when 

speaking to the visitors too. The class coped well with timetable changes and 

interruptions and we've had a productive week!  

  

Notices - pen licences:  

This week I awarded my first pen licences to pupils - well done to all of these pupils for 

their superb presentation. I just wanted to mention that we only allow the pen 

provided by the school to be used in class. This ensures consistency but also takes 

pressure off pupils/families to buy their own, so please don't go out and buy a special 

pen as I don't want pupils feeling disappointment when I don't allow them to use it!  

  

Homework:  

Homework is as standard this week - please see attached files if they haven't made it 

home. I have also set up all pupils on www.sumdog.com for Maths games - we only have 

the free subscription level so there may be some restrictions on hours when this works 

but it is a fun site - I've updated these login details on the 'Username/Passwords' posts 

on Tapestry. 

  

Please note: on the first ever login the questions begin at a very basic level - keep 

playing and the difficulty will soon increase while the site works what level of challenge is 

appropriate for each child.  

  

Weekly update:  

This week in English we reached a critical an exciting moment in our class novel (no 

spoilers in this update!) and we have complete accompanying comprehension tasks. We 

have also started work on a creative writing piece to write what might happen next as we 

have paused at a cliffhanger! For this work we have been using images and expanded 

noun phrases to begin drafting and collecting ideas. This builds on our learning in 

grammar lessons from previous weeks. This week we learned about run-on sentences in 

our grammar sessions and how these can be fixed.  

  

In Maths, Year 5 have continued to work on place value skills including comparing large 

numbers, rounding and complex number line work. Year 6 have been learning about 

common factors and multiples, as well as divisibility tests.  

  

In Science we have been exploring the classification of plants and how these are divided 

into broad categories, as well as defining characteristics of these groups - we will explore 

this in more detail next week. We've also had wonderful music lessons (I was fortunate 

enough to watch a great lesson with Mrs Jarvis about body percussion) and PSHE 

sessions on mental health and wellbeing - this week we were looking at the 'cognitive 

http://www.sumdog.com/


triangle' and considering how our thoughts, feelings and behaviours might interact in 

different scenarios.  

  

It's been a very long short week! I hope you have a wonderful weekend.  

  

Kind regards,  

Mr Sturgess  

 


