
Dear Families, 

I am very proud of the children at the end of their first full week. I know some were a little tired 
by today but they did brilliantly and we had a fun filled Friday afternoon to end our first week. I 
have often noticed they often get progressively more tired over the first few weeks so don’t be 
surprised if there are more tired and emotional children once we get towards the end of next 
week too. We do have a quiet space in the classroom for them to rest if needed so please don't 
worry about that. 

This week I have introduced more routines, including the team point system for brilliant work 
and behaviour and the Star Pupil award, which is given every week in the Friday Celebration. 
They all received an Excellent Early Learner Award this week for settling in so brilliantly but from 
now on I can only choose two children each week to receive a certificate. The children have 
continued to be superstars at lunch time and I have put the menu sheet for next week in their 
bags. Thank you so much for being prompt at returning them on Monday. 

Other activities this week have included a walk around school to see the other classrooms, 
library, IT suite, staff room and Mrs Flowerdew’s and Mr Ratcliffe’s offices. We also stood at the 
top of the steps to the cellar, the roof of which is the raised structure on the playground near 
the Class One noticeboard. Hopefully, seeing the cellar steps and understanding where they are 
will help the more adventurous children remember the importance of not climbing on it. We 
also found the school apple tree and have started to collect apples for Harvest week, when we 
will be making Apple Crumble (or something very similar). 

The children also did pictures of themselves for the birthday board and we played games in the 
hall on Wednesday for PE before having a good climb on the big climbing frame on the field. 

I intend to start teaching more formally i.e, with a phonics and maths input and direct teaching 
each day from w.b. 26th September, once my baseline assessments are completed. In 
preparation for this, next week I am holding two meetings after school so you can come and 
have a look in the classroom and also learn about the way we teach reading and writing though 
phonics. There is a choice of day and time so hopefully everyone will be able to make it to one 
of the meetings. It would be great to see anyone who might be reading or writing with the 
children, so Granny, Grandad and anyone else is very welcome to come along. You don’t have to 
come on the same evening if child care is an issue and you can even come to both meetings if 
you would like to! I have prepared phonics information packs and these will be given out at the 
meetings. If you are not able to attend at either of these planned times, please let me know so 
we can make other arrangements. 

It would be helpful to know who is coming to each meeting so look out for a note with a return 
slip in the book bags on Monday. I can’t stress enough what a difference your input and 
support will be to your children’s phonics learning and the meetings will prepare you for 
that.  Please contact me if you have any questions. The dates are as follows: 

 Thursday 22nd September 5pm until 6pm. 
 Friday 23rd September 3.20pm until 4.20pm. 



If you require child care for the Friday meeting your children can have a free session in the After 
School Club for the duration. You don’t have to book them in online for that day but please let 
me know in advance so we can check staffing is appropriate. 

Thank you for sending the books to share, the children have really enjoyed me looking at them 
with the whole class. We will begin proper ‘Show and Tell’ from next week. All the children have 
an allotted day (see below) and I always will try and catch up soon if they miss their day. We will 
of course celebrate birthdays or other special family events that you wish to share at school, as 
near to the day as we can.  Please use Tapestry to post photographs for the show and tell (with 
a short comment to support me if you don’t mind). The children will be encouraged to tell their 
friends about the photo before answering questions from them. It can be anything that interests 
them e.g. a visit somewhere or something they like to do at home, a picture of something they 
have made or an object they know something about. It could even be a photo of a pet, a 
favourite toy, their bedroom or someone special in their lives. Whatever it is, please make sure 
you have talked about it at home first so they feel more confident to talk about it at school. 

Show and Tell Days: Monday – Charlotte, Harry M and Gigi (blue group); Tuesday – Ben and 
Harry N (red group); Wednesday – Asher, Eliza, Reggie an Jemima (green group) and Thursday – 
Sam, Luna and Savani (Yellow group). 

Today I sent home a letter (and have also attached a copy of it) from Kiran and Sunny about 
their daughter’s allergies, which I mentioned in last week’s update. I asked them to put 
something together for me and they have done a great job of explaining the precautions we 
need to take in school as well as why it is important we minimise risk in the classroom by not 
having certain foods here. The list of foods which cause an allergic reaction is more extensive 
than I mentioned in the update so please do read the letter. 

I hope you all have a restful long weekend and I will see you on Tuesday. We have talked a little 
about the Queen’s death through the week when there have been questions from the children 
and it has been appropriate, but I’m sure there will be many more to come. 

Don’t forget that I’m always here to help and if you or your child have worries or questions 
about anything, please just let me know. 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


