
Dear all,  

  

We have made it to the end of what has been a wonderful year with so many things to 

celebrate, not least this week's Year 6 Leavers Show which was a fantastic culmination of 

their time with us at Harewood - they were all so brilliant and it was such fun to finally 

share what we've been working on with such a receptive audience. Year 6 have been 

such a lovely cohort and they have been amazing role models for the rest of the school - 

we are really going to miss them and they of course leave behind their legacy of our 

amazing new screen in the hall and the giant chess set on the field (which has really 

sparked an interest in the game recently - this week I held a little introduction to the 

game session and we now have some new players in the class!).  

  

Homework:  

I haven't set any official homework for Year 6 but I would encourage Year 6 parents to 

keep reading with your children throughout secondary school - sharing books is a joyous 

thing and has so many educational benefits too. I would also highly recommend that 

parents sign their children up to www.diagnosticquestions.com - it's free and has some 

brilliant quiz sections which are ideal for revision/consolidation but also to get a head 

start on some of the Year 7 objectives for confident pupils (look in the quiz section for 

White Rose Maths and you will find mini-quizzes on every objective in the curriculum). 

Please note: Year 5 parents may also find this site useful for extra revision.  

  

Year 5 have been set some homework on Tapestry - it's not labour intensive at all.... just a 

reminder of the statutory spellings for practising, four tasks 

on www.maths.co.uk (passwords are on Tapestry) and encouragement that you also keep 

reading with your child over the summer - again, this has so many educational benefits 

and is the single most useful thing you can do to support your child's education (whilst 

also enjoying sharing stories / learning about interesting things!). Stuck for inspiration? 

This truly is a golden age of children's fiction so please investigate here: KS2 | 

booksfortopics 

  

Weekly update:  

  

Well this week we finished our class novel 'The Boy in the Tower' (we are still missing a 

couple of class copies if anyone has them by the way?) and the ending was absolutely 

brilliant and satisfying. This has been the first time I've taught this novel and it has earned 

its place as one of our core texts now as it's been a great read and has inspired some 

amazing writing too.  

  

The children will tell you we haven't done any Maths lessons this week.....which is almost 

true. But really I've sneaked in lots of mental arithmetic skills and more through a series 

or games including the 'Pirate Game' which the children absolutely loved! We also had a 

team-building bridge-building challenge which resulted some ingenious design (and 

http://www.diagnosticquestions.com/
http://www.maths.co.uk/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/ks2
https://www.booksfortopics.com/ks2


plenty of judge bribery - What's you favourite colour Mr Sturgess? What animals do you 

like Mr Sturgess.....? Cue a giraffe-themed bridge etc!) 

  

The joy of finishing the Leavers Show on Wednesday has also meant we've got to spend 

these last two days just enjoying each others' company - playing traditional board games 

and playing outdoor parachute games and so on. It's been a fittingly lovely end to what 

has been such a successful year.  

  

Finally, I just want to say I have been left somewhat speechless by the amazing 

generosity of parents this year - the gift cards I received were so thoughtful and I'm 

looking forward to buying a few treats for myself and the family over the summer! Thank 

you so much for these and for other thoughtful gifts and cards too - I feel very lucky! I 

love reading the comments in the cards and also thank you for all of the lovely 

comments on report acknowledgement slips too - I'm so proud of all that we've achieved 

together. It really is a team effort and having supportive, involved parents helps to create 

pupils who are motivated to learn and who set high standards for themselves. It's so 

lovely to have positive feedback on lessons and my teaching, too - this is very much 

appreciated. THANK YOU!  

  

I hope that you all have a wonderful summer holidays. I look forward to welcoming Year 

5 back next year and I wish Year 6 all the very best as they transition to high school - 

those schools don't realise how lucky they are yet, but they soon will!  

  

Take care and thank you once again, 

  

Mr Sturgess  

 


