
Dear Families, 

Well, what a fabulous last week to end the year. The children have been brilliant, so 

helpful and such fun to be with. It really helped me appreciate what a great bunch they 

are, as well as how smart and ready for the challenges of Year One they are. I have sent a 

little ‘homework’ just to keep them ticking over – little and often is the key but I also 

want them to have a great holiday time with their lovely families. They each have a 

purple folder with some handwriting practise sheets and links for the Rhino readers e-

books. I also popped in the folders any mini books that were in their reading folders and 

their high frequency tricky word lists and anything else I could think of to help them with 

their work. If they do use the e-books there is a tick list on the reverse of the sheet for 

them to note which ones they have read. This will be a huge help to Mrs Dodd in 

September when she begins their home reading. For good measure I also put together a 

small compilation of four interactive games to practise number bonds to ten (two 

numbers that make ten when added together). We played one today together and they 

got very excited and quite competitive, which was fun. Don’t forget Numberblocks are 

also very entertaining and educational. In addition to this don’t forget about the Summer 

Reading Challenge, which you can join in with for free at your local library 

(summerreadingchallenge.org.uk). 

 This week we coped with the searing heat on Monday and Tuesday by staying in and 

watching films at lunch time and staying in the shade eating ice pops at play time. It 

actually was quite cool in the classroom compared to anywhere else so we were 

lucky.  We watched the Year Six leaver’s assembly on Wednesday afternoon and I was 

very proud of what a good audience Class One were yet again. In maths we were 

problem solving with summer time activities and practising out calculating skills (adding 

and taking away) by playing Sum Swamp. 

 We have shared lots of our favourite books and also new stories. I shared one of my 

favourite books with them called ‘Tell me a Dragon’ by Jackie Morris, which is really a 

collection of beautiful images and poetry. We then thought and talked about what our 

own dragon would be like if we could have one and did some art and colouring work. 

Then we discovered our very own baby dragon, which magically hatched from it’s egg in 

front of our eyes. We had an exciting boy verses girl phonics speedy sounds challenge 

each day this week and would you believe it was a draw at the end of the week. 

 Here is the music lesson information and a message from Mrs Jarvis: This week we 

finished off our World Music topic on Africa.  We talked about everything that we had 

learnt about Africa and its culture.  I was really impressed with the knowledge the children 

have retained through the term.  We reread Handa's Surprise to remind us of the different 

fruit rhythms.  We then practised the different rhythms using clapping but also different 

body percussion sounds.  The children took it in turns to lead us in the different 

rhythms.  We then used our homemade African inspired instruments to tap out the 

different rhythms.  We played a game where we had to guess which rhythm they were 

playing.  We finished the lesson by listening to some of the music from The Lion King, 



trying to spot some of the elements we have been learning about.  It has been a pleasure 

to teach your children in Class 1 this year, they are a lovely bunch, eager to learn and have 

a go.  I am very lucky as I will also get to teach them in Class 2 every week, so I am looking 

forward to seeing them all in September.  I hope you all have a wonderful summer holiday. 

 Mrs Jarvis in indeed lucky to be teaching the children again next year and I will really 

miss them all. You will hear from me over the holidays about the Tapestry accounts, as I 

haven’t done them yet and still have a couple of observations to add before making 

them available to download. 

 Finally, I just wanted to say a huge thank you, firstly for lending me your amazing 

children for the year and being so supportive of everything we have done, and secondly 

for all the lovely, kind messages, cards and beautiful gifts you have given me. I was 

completely blown away by your generosity. My flowers are stunning, my hamper 

delightful and my tree engraving is a perfect memento of the children and our time 

together this year. Thank you so much! I will treasure it forever. Mr Watts and I will also 

enjoy our champagne afternoon tea! 

 Have a fabulous holiday everyone, I will miss you all but look forward to seeing you 

around in September. Stay safe. 

Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


