
Dear Families, 

It was lovely to see the children’s excited faces as I introduced them to the new chicks on Monday 

morning. They were fascinated by the video of a chick hatching and have been brilliant at helping me 

look after them all week. The children have had a couple of cuddles and it was great to see that that 

those who were a little apprehensive about holding the chicks on their own the first time were more 

confident the second time. We also used the chicks as a focus for some observational drawing and 

literacy work, as well as doing other phonics challenges and our speedy sounds review each day of 

course. We have been thinking again about pattern in the White Rose maths and reviewing height, 

length and number. The chicks have also been weighed three times. I did the first weigh on Monday 

night and then the children helped me with the job on Wednesday and Friday. We talked about how 

important it is to check they are growing and we will be using the data we have collected to do more 

maths problem solving next week e.g. which is the heaviest/lightest and how much weight each has 

put on each time we weighed them. We also chose names for them all by writing suggestions and 

then voting for our favourites. Their names are: Sparkle, Hatchy, Luca, Rosie and McQueen. They will 

be here until next Friday so, if you or any siblings who would like to see them you are very welcome 

to pop in at drop off or pick up next week. 

 The highlight of the week was of course our visit on Thursday to Brimham Rocks. Before we left we 

talked about safety on our visit and also looked at a map together. Once we got there, the children 

were amazing at clambering up, down and between the rocks and, after a toilet stop and a lovely 

lunch, we played a little game together before discovering more wonderful rock formations. We will 

be revisiting our adventure next week when we do some writing about what we saw and did. I must 

say thank you again to the parents who were able to come and help, I hope you all enjoyed the day 

too. 

 Mrs Jarvis gave me the following information about the music lesson for this week: We spent 

this week learning about the djembe drum and its importance in African culture.  We looked at the 

djembe and discovered it was made from 4 different parts – the top is goat skin, 3 metal rings for 

holding things in place, rope or string and the main part of the drum is made of wood.  We learnt that 

the djembe is very important to African culture as a lot of Africans consider the wood to be the family 

tree.  They believe that the wood connects all the different generations in a family.  We watched a clip 

about how to play the djembe and then the children all had a turn at learning to hold and play the 

djembe.  The children all tapped out one of our rhythms from Handa’s Surprise.  We discovered that 

the djembe was heavier than it looked!  We have also continued to learn our song ready for the 

concert next week - it is sounding fabulous! 

 On Wednesday next week it is ‘Step up Day’ for the whole school. Class One will be visiting Mrs Dodd 

in Class Two for some of the morning, as the whole school move up a year group to make room for a 

visit from the new Reception children. This means our guys will get to see what it’s like to be a Year 

One - they are definitely ready. 

 On Friday it’s the concert in the afternoon, instead of the family celebration collective worship as 

usual. Class One will be performing ‘The Wonderful Thing About Tiggers’ from Winnie the Pooh, 

which they have been practising for a couple of weeks now. The lyrics are slightly simplified from the 

original version and I have attached them for you so the children can practise at home. Below is also a 

link to see Tigger in action, in case you don’t know the tune. Don’t forget Mrs Jarvis has altered the 

words though, so just check the children are singing the correct version please. I know that some of 



the children have cuddly Tiggers at home (I also have one in the classroom), so if they would like to 

bring them in next week, they could help us practise. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYZ81x2CJF8 

 

The Wonderful Thing About Tiggers 

- YouTube 

Rendition from Disney's "Sing A Song with Pooh 

Bear".Copyright The Walt Disney Company. 

www.youtube.com 

 Enjoy the sunny weekend. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 
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