
Dear all,  

  

Homework this week is the same routine as last week - a maths sheet, spellings to practise and the 

requirement to get three signatures in reading records (including Year 6 - there were quite a few 

without records this week).  

  

This week in English we have been going full throttle on our class novel 'Boy in the Tower' and have 

conducted a range of reading comprehension tasks relating to this book. We are determined to finish 

the novel before the end of term and it's really keeping us gripped - it's a fantastic book, with 

accessible language but some serious themes mixed with action and mystery. There's much to explore 

in the novel and this week we've been particularly looking at how dialogue can sometimes betray real 

thoughts and feelings and how an author might contrast narration and dialogue in this way. The 

protagonist of the story, Ade, is a boy of few words but he is thoughtful, introverted and complex. It's 

been a joy reading this with this class for the first time this year.  

  

In Maths, Year 5 have been doing daily practice of arithmetic and we've also been using Sumdog 

which is a great online site - the children have loved using this website throughout the week to test 

their skills. In History we have been exploring the legacy of the Maya, and in Science we have been 

learning all about the circulatory system which included using 'augmented reality' 3D models of the 

heart and lungs this week.  

  

We also completed a lovely extended sculpture session today, which began with our preliminary work 

last week - the final pieces, inspired by Henry Moore/Barbara Hepworth were genuinely incredible. 

I've put pictures of them on Tapestry for you all to enjoy - I'm so impressed with the quality of the 

work the children produced and I love that so many of them came up with conceptual meanings 

behind their works. Sculpture day (tapestryjournal.com) 

  

In computing this week, Year 5 have been learning about email and I have introduced them to their 

own school email addresses and we have begun looking at procedures and etiquette. 

  

It' hard to pick a highlight this week as it was Summer Fair day today (after a great day of art) - thank 

you to our brilliant PTA who did an amazing job organising this fantastic event. This week also saw 

our 'Creative Builders' Lego session which was a wonderful day of building and programming - the 

fairground rides the children made were connected to PCs and could be operated in seemingly 

infinite ways - we controlled the lights, the speed and motion of the rides and even introduced 

motion sensors to create safety protocols - it was seriously inspiring stuff and we will certainly be 

inviting Stephen back to Harewood again after this successful first visit!   Class 4 - Lego Creative 

Builder Workshop - Harewood Church of England Primary School 

  

What a brilliant week - I did end it with a few sponges thrown hard into my face but it was all for a 

good cause! Thank you for all of your support this week - the summer fair was a great success!  

  

Take care and have a lovely weekend,  

  

Mr Sturgess 
 

https://tapestryjournal.com/s/harewood-c-of-e-primary-ks2-y3-and-y4/observation/12069
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