
Dear Families, 

Sorry for the late arrival of this update but I have been hanging on hoping for some good news about the 
chicks. Unfortunately, I am sad to say that we are not going to have chicks from the eggs we incubated. I 
have however managed to find some chicks (hopefully only a couple of days old) we can borrow for a couple 
of weeks. This means we will still be able to care for them and do all the lovely writing, maths and art work I 
had planned connected to their development. Please don’t say anything to the children just yet, just in case 
things go wrong and I haven’t seen them yet. I’m expecting their delivery this afternoon and have prepared 
the cage and everything for their arrival. It will be a nice surprise for the children tomorrow but I will be 
honest with the them about it, even though I’m not sure why the incubation didn’t work - that’s nature for 
you I suppose! (I’ve been hatching my own eggs for about thirteen years and never had this happen before). 
I also have a video of a chick hatching, which we will watch together so the children can see what happens. 

 This week we developed our Fairy garden by adding our Imaginary World doors, wishing flowers (from the 
ENO visit). On Monday we will add the magical seeds, which we were given by Esther, from her own 
enchanted forest. It took a while to get the flowers outside because we had to find a way to make them 
waterproof but the Fairy garden now looks fabulous! 

 In maths this week we started Phase Ten of the White Rose Maths, ‘On The Move’  which entailed lots of 
problem solving using our maths skills. WE were counting with legs instead of feet this week (the only 
difference to counting with feet is that the snail, who has one foot but no legs). We also did some floating 
and sinking experiments and compared how many Magic Stones we could get into two boats without them 
sinking, using the water tray in the garden. This produced some really good maths language about more and 
less comparisons. Pirate fun and challenges continued through the week and we were building and 
sequencing stories using our phonics skills. 

 Mrs Jarvis gave me the following information about the music lesson for this week: We began this week’s 
lesson by listening to some African music and using movement to recognise the pulse, such as clapping, 
patting knees and marching.  We watched a clip with the instruments from last week and thought about 
what was important for that particular instrument.  We made some African style instruments.  They were 
encouraged to think about how to make their instruments in an African style rather than just a ‘shaker’.  I 
was very impressed with the suggestions from the children.  I loved the fact that they had picked up on the 
use of bright colour in African cultures too.  We will finish these instruments over the next couple of weeks 
and then use them in lessons for our rhythm patterns in Handa’s Surprise.  We have also been learning our 
song ready for the end of term concert, words will be sent home next week. 

 It was lovely to see so many of you at the Summer Fair, thank you all for your support. I know that some of 
the Class One parents also helped with the organisation and running of the fair so a special thanks to you. 
Shame about the weather but I think we just got away with it didn’t we. 

 Next week it is our long awaited visit to Brimham Rocks. Who knows what the weather will do but we will go 
prepared for anything. I have asked them for a room or covered area where we could eat our lunch if it’s wet 
but that hasn’t been promised yet! In ten years of visits I have only had to use that facility once but on 
another occasion we had to come home early because it was snowing! I’m just off there now to do a pre-
visit check, as it has been two years since my last visit. Thank you for returning your slips if you have already 
done so and please get them back to me as soon as possible if you haven’t. If you are having problems 
paying on the School Money system, please contact Mrs Flowerdew and she will be able to help you. 

 Enjoy the rest of your day and see you tomorrow. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


