
Dear Families, 

In PSED this week we have been thinking about feelings and how we cope with them and in RE we have 

been discussing what we like about our homes and what makes them special to us. 

 In PE we practised lots of the skills we will need for sports day next week, such as getting in and out of a 

sack (almost as tricky as making it move!), balancing for the egg and spoon race, throwing the javelin 

etc. We also practised running in straight lines again. You are all encouraged to come and join us for the 

afternoon to cheer the children on and they must be in their PE kit for the day. The children will be split 

into colour group teams for the afternoon with the older children and siblings together. We will be 

starting with a carrousel of short activities for the first part and all the children will take part in each 

event with their team. Feel free to follow your children round these events. Can I ask that you encourage 

the children to stay with their team and participate fully in the events, having parents there can be a 

distraction for them so your support with this is very much appreciated. Once the team events are 

completed, we will have some traditional races to end the afternoon (the children will have the 

opportunity on Monday to choose which race they would like to take part in for this section). With the 

weather being so changeable we have also booked in a backup day of Thursday 23rd June. Hopefully we 

will not need it. No PE kit needed on Wednesday next week please - they must come in uniform 

because it’s school photograph day. Full details of how to register for the photos were sent out last 

Monday. If you need further information please contact the school office. 

 In maths we have been thinking about sharing and we looked at a funny book by Pat Hutchins called 

‘The Door Bell Rang’. We also did lots of problem solving around odd and even. We watched 

Numberblock Fourteen to revise doubling again. If the children would like to see it again the link is here 

for the episode on BBC iPlayer: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00029tp/numberblocks-series-

3-fourteen 

 

BBC iPlayer - Numberblocks - Series 

3: Fourteen 

Meet extreme Fourteen, the plucky. . skateboarder 

with a clever way of getting out of trouble. Learn all 

about the number 14 with Numberblock Fourteen! 

www.bbc.co.uk 

 In phonics we have continued to focus on letter formation and writing the Phase 3 digraphs and 

trigraphs from memory. There have been lots of pirate challenges, some are creative, some are designed 

to develop fine motor skills, some for social skills, some for writing and phonics and some have a maths 

theme. I also introduced the children to our ‘Challenge Chart’ this week. Once a challenge is completed 

and has been checked by an adult the children get to put a stamp on the chart next to their name. Once 

they have five stamps they receive a certificate. The first certificate is a pirate themed one but then the 

theme of any subsequent ones can be chosen by the children (I have quite a selection). We will continue 

with these challenges until the end of the year but they will only be presented in class and not the Family 

celebrations on a Friday. 
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 I emailed mid-week to ask about whether anyone would like to join us on our Yorkshire Adventure class 

trip to Brimham Rocks on the 7th July (sorry the date is wrong on the Newsletter. We had to change it 

and I forgot to tell Mr Ratcliffe!). We have hired a coach and will be spending most of the day there. 

Please let me know if you would like to come along asap (I’m afraid younger siblings are not able to join 

us). I’m not sure how many seats are available on the coach, so they will be allocated on a first come first 

served bases. If you would prefer to make your own way there and meet us you can. There will be a 

letter about the trip nearer the time with more information, but I wanted to give you all a heads up. I 

already have names on my list - thank you for getting back to me so quickly, but we still have space if 

you would like to come. 

I also mentioned in my email about sending a towel for the children to use to clean their feet if they go 

in the sand pit bare footed, just to brush the sand off before they put their shoes and socks back on – 

thank you if you have done this already. Please also remember to send a sun hat and apply sun cream in 

a morning, now the weather is sunnier. We do have some shade in the garden but not a lot and the 

children are also out on the playground for over an hour in total (playtime and lunch time each day). 

Remember to send some named sun cream in for a top up at lunch time please and let me know if you 

need it returning home – otherwise I will keep it at school. We can’t apply it to the children, but we will 

supervise them applying it to themselves. 

 Mrs Jarvis gave me the following information about the music lesson for this week: This week we 

have continued our topic on African music.  We listened to some African music to see how the sounds 

were similar, or different, to our western instruments that we looked at last half term.  We looked at 

some examples of African instruments, a mbira, a balafon, a kora and a djembe.  We looked at pictures 

of them to see if we could work out how to play them and which orchestral family they might belong to 

if we were going to put them in a western orchestra.  The children loved watching the clips of them 

being played in the villages of Africa.  It is wonderful for them to see that a lot of African music takes 

place outside in village communities, not in the organised way of performances we often have in western 

societies.  I was extremely impressed that the children remembered the order of all the fruit in Handa’s 

Surprise.  They even had a good try at remembering the rhythm phrases.  We used clapping and body 

percussion for tapping out the different rhythm patterns.  

 We are continuing to keep a close eye on the chicks, checking the temperature and that they are being 

turned in the incubator. Next week we will discuss and devise a way to record how long until the chicks 

hatch using our maths and problem-solving skills. 

 I found some new mini book titles on Twinkle so I have sent everyone a mini reading books home for 

the weekend. 

 Thank you for supporting the non-uniform bring a bottle day and all you do to support our school and 

the children. It is always very much appreciated. 

Have a great weekend. Don’t forget its’ PE kit on Tuesday and not Wednesday next week. 

 Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


