
Dear Families, 

What a super busy and incredibly exciting first week of our final half-term together. On 

Wednesday we were joined for the day by the English National Opera (ENO) All the 

children listened brilliantly (to instructions and some amazing opera singing) and got 

into the spirit of things through the day. Behaviour was also outstanding and I couldn’t 

have been prouder. After an opening with the whole school, that took us all by surprise, 

each class did their bit to help the witch, Ben and Esther solve their differences and 

create a magical forest. We were so happy it was a happy ending for them and we all got 

to share their journey. We also learnt a song to perform in the final get together and we 

all made magical flowers with wishes on the back to help make the new forest fabulous. 

Everyone in school was completely blown away by the singing and acting talent of the 

performers and all the staff from ENO who joined us – what an absolute treat for the 

staff as well as the children. I was also particularly pleased with how the whole day 

sparked the children’s imaginations as they remembered other stories and things we 

have done together on a similar theme. We will be adding our flowers to the Fairy 

garden (once we have worked out how to make them waterproof) along with our, now 

fully varnished and ready for any weather, Imaginary World Doors. 

 As you know I had already planned an adventure for Thursday (the children didn’t know 

that) and the mood created on Wednesday gave me a brilliant opportunity to connect 

the two events. So, Thursday morning started with a note from the ENO characters 

thanking Class One for their help and inviting them to follow a very old map to find 

hidden treasure. We were joined by Mrs Barstow and Jayne Jayne and our walk became a 

real adventure as we followed the map, visited Harewood Castle and retrieved the first 

treasure box, which was hidden in the woods. We also found out there was a second box 

hidden back in our class garden. The children had to use their amazing reading, maths 

and problem solving skills to find all the treasure and were rewarded with lots of new 

interesting things to investigate and new resources to use in the classroom and garden 

(they have been waiting patiently for the toy castle and pirate ship to return). I was so 

impressed with the children’s imaginative contributions to our adventures this week (all 

that reading and storytelling is really paying off) and we plan to continue with this theme 

a little longer still. There were other lovely opportunities for learning on our journey 

when we talked about a tree that had to be cut down and deer footprints in the mud. 

We also talked about road safety, stranger danger and safety around dogs we don’t 

know. Then we met a beautiful retired guide dog called Holly, who was more than happy 

to be stroked and petted (after we were invited to do so by her owner of course). 

 In other exciting news, we put six hen eggs into our incubator and began the process of 

new life! The eggs will be incubated for 21 days so we have lots of time to learn about 

the process and consider how we will look after our chicks when we get them. In our 

carpet time maths we were thinking about doubling and everyone made a ‘doubling’, 

symmetrical butterfly. In phonics/literacy we practised writing our digraphs and trigraphs 

from memory, as well as our handwriting generally with messages and wishes for the 

ENO visitors. As part of our transition arrangements the children are now also having 



time with Mrs Dodd (their new teacher for September) and Class Two in the Collective 

Worship on a Tuesdays (and some Thursday’s when Rev. James doesn’t visit). 

 Mrs Jarvis gave me the following information about the music lesson for this 

week: Our music topic this half term is African music. The children will be exploring the 

music of Africa through the story of Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne.  We listened to a 

piece of African music and I asked the children whether they liked it and what they thought 

about it.  I was very impressed by their answers and that they knew the instruments they 

could hear were not the same as the orchestral instruments we listened to last half 

term.  We then watched a video of aspects of African life, talked about their homemade 

instruments, the bright colours of their clothes and all the different African animals.  The 

children were very interested to look at a world map and work out where Africa was in 

relation to England.  We read Handa’s Surprise and talked about the different fruits.  The 

children learnt that music is written for people to read, just like words and we clapped all 

the different rhythms of the fruits, such as ‘soft yellow banana’.  The children took turns in 

leading the rhythm games.  

 Thank you for the holiday show and tell. I was really pleased that so many of the 

children had done their own writing and typing! Thank you also for the feedback on the 

e-books on the Twinkl website – it seems they were very popular, so we will have more 

of those. Just a little reminder to send the library sharing book back if you have had it a 

couple of weeks. Some of the children are asking for new books but I can’t give them out 

until they return the last one they took. 

 It was so nice to have parents in school today to help us celebrate the week’s 

achievements. If you weren’t able to join us today, I hope you can another time. If your 

child has been chosen as an Excellent Early Learner for the week I will always contact you 

to let you know, but I never know who will be chosen from the box as a star pupil. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


