
Dear parents,  

  

Homework - due to the residential next week I have decided not to set homework this 

week as it is just another thing to organise when there is already much to pack and 

prepare. I hope this is helpful.  

  

I would however like to recommend this website for any parents who are unfamiliar with 

it: Diagnostic Questions 

  

It does require an email account to sign up but it is entirely free. There are many quizzes 

but for Maths the white rose quiz sections by year group are a great way to revise and 

consolidate learning. Confident Year 6 pupils might start looking ahead to the Year 7 

content also.  

  

  

Reminders:  

Pupils will need a packed lunch on Monday including a drink. If you haven't already 

signed the slip to consent to generic medicine (e.g. plasters, calpol) then please return 

this on Monday morning (see email from Tuesday if you need a copy).  

  

Any children with other medicine need to complete the specific medical consent 

form which gives consent, but also details of administration - place this in a bag 

with medicine and ask pupils to hand this to me on Monday morning.  

  

If you do not have a printer and also haven't received a hard copy then a hand-written 

note with signed consent will also be permissible. Thank you!  

  

Some pupils have asked me if they need to bring bedding, sleeping bags, pillows etc. and 

the short answer is no - all bedding is provided. If, however, pupils have something that 

they need to enable them to sleep, such a particular pillow then this is fine but please be 

mindful of the fact we don't have too much space on the minibusses!  

  

Weekly update:  

This week has been sky arts week and we have completed some tasks relating to this, 

including a few short 2D mark-making activities that the whole school has taken part in. 

A favourite was a 'draw like Tom Gates' activity which involved learning about how to 

draw cartoon facial expressions to convey emotions.  

  

The undisputed highlight of the week was our workshop with the English National Opera 

(ENO) which Mrs Jarvis put our names forward for - we were very lucky to be chosen and 

to have fifteen opera singers perform pop-up concerts, songwriting workshops and a 

final whole-school performance at the end of the day. This was really special and opened 

up a new world of music for so many of the pupils - the staff were incredible and it made 

https://diagnosticquestions.com/


for a very special, wonderful day for the children. Please do have a look at the photos of 

this event on the school website if you have time.  

  

This week we have focused on English skills in the mornings as we have been exploring 

writing in a journalistic style which is challenging - pupils have completed drafts of a 

newspaper article inspired by the events in our novel, 'The Boy in the Tower'. This has 

involved much work on formal and informal language and how this can be used for 

characterisation when writing fictional quotes but also about how to use grammatical 

techniques such as the passive voice for effect in our work. This is a difficult skill and I've 

been impressed with the standard of work overall.  

  

We've also completed our Science topic of 'Living things and their habitats' and have 

been studying different forms of reproduction in plants.  

  

Overall, it's been quite a busy week but nothing compared to what next week has in 

store - it's High Adventure time folks and so far the weather is looking very promising!  

  

Take care,  

Mr Sturgess  

 


