
Hello Families, 

In our White Rose Maths this week we began Phase Eight, called First, Then, Now. We have been looking 
at calculating by adding more to a given number and trying to calculate different missing elements of an 
equation e.g. if we know how many we had at the beginning and how many we have at the end, how 
many did we add to our original number? Some are already getting this and some need a lot more 
practise but we have lots of time and will keep visiting this kind of calculation in lots of different contexts 
to help build a strong understanding. 

There has been some lovely child initiated and independent writing in our vets role play, which developed 
from our discussions about taking care of our wonderful world and the animals in it. The children are 
keen for this to continue, so we will keep developing their ideas over the next couple of weeks. 

The Imaginary World Doors have now been embellished with lots of thoughtful and detailed additions this 
week. Almost all ready for varnishing over the weekend! Once they’re done they will live in the Fairy 
garden outside Cosy Cottage until the end of the year, when they can go home to your own gardens. I’m 
looking forward to learning more about the imaginary worlds the children would like to be able to visit 
through their doors next week and this will be the focus of our writing. 

  

I have been very proud of the children for being so quiet and sensible whilst the Year Six children were 
doing their SATs. It meant we couldn’t go in the garden as much as usual and sometimes waiting a bit 
longer before we could go out to play on the big playground, but everyone was so thoughtful and 
understanding – good job guys! 

Our Lending Library began this week and all the children chose a book to share at home (not for them to 
read themselves, obviously). If you can keep the books for a week and return them to be swapped on the 
same day each week it will help with the organisation (blue group on Monday, red group on Tuesday, 
green group on Wednesday and yellow group on Thursday). Enjoy! 

You will have received communication about our upcoming feature week, celebrating the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee (starting a week on Monday) and I just wanted to make sure you are aware of the 
information sent with regard to things you might want to organise at home. The pop up museum is one of 
them on Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th May. The title of the exhibition is “70 Years, 70 Things" to 
celebrate 70 years of British history. Children can bring any items that hold a special meaning to them and 
their family history. The items will be exhibited in the hall for all of the children to admire, learn more 
about each other and understand how daily life has changed in the last 7 decades. Your child is welcome 
to bring their chosen item from Monday 16th May, items will be carefully looked after and exhibited the 
following week. The objects collected will be returned to your child on Wednesday 25th May. Along with 
the chosen item, we will need a label containing the name, date, a brief description of the object and why 
it's important to them/you. A template for the label will be sent out on Monday to Class One and our 
decades to celebrate are from the year 2000 to the present day. 

Class One will also be wearing red, white or blue (or any combination of these three colours) for the final 
celebration day (Friday 27th) and the week will be packed with activities and information about the Queen 
and her role. To make it more meaningful to the children we will be thinking about the theme of families 
and team work, supporting one another and each playing our part to make the world a better place. This 
theme will celebrate the fact that we are all different and unique but that we have some things in 
common and will always get better results if we work as a team. We will talk about how our Queen has 



many roles to fulfil as well as her ‘job’ and that she is a mother, grandmother and great grandmother. If 
you would like the children to contribute, and it is appropriate for your family, you could send a photo or 
put a photo on Tapestry of their grandparents or great grandparents so they can talk a little about them 
to the class. It would be nice to find out what their jobs were (or still are). There will of course also be lots 
of stories about Queens/princesses and Kings/princes and we will be comparing the ‘story’ characters to 
how it must be in reality to actually have all that responsibility. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. 

Mrs Jarvis has given me the following information about the music lesson this week: We have been 
continuing to learn about the orchestra and this week, we have been looking at the brass family.  We 
investigated why we thought they belonged to the same family and what characteristics they had in 
common but also what made them different from each other.  We looked at a real-life trumpet and 
investigated how we thought it might make a sound.  We watched some different orchestral clips with 
the different brass instruments taking centre stage and talked about how the music they play is different 
– such as high and fast music for the trumpet and low and often slower music for the tuba.  We watched 
the brass instruments in action within the orchestra using our composition ‘A Young Person’s Guide to the 
Orchestra’.  We still haven’t found Tormod the troll’s music to guide him home, maybe next week?!  

In addition to the usual singing lesson, the children have also been learning a whole school song for the 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations in their weekly singing collective worship with Mrs Jarvis and the rest of the 
school. The words have been sent home today but I just wanted to let you know that Class One do not 
have to know all these words (maybe just the chorus if they can). So far, as a school, they have learnt 
verses 1-3 and the chorus. They will do the other sections over the next two weeks. Here are a couple of 
links to the song in case you/they want to listen to it: 

Rise Up & Serve | Feat. Commonwealth Choir & Friends (Official Music 
Video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJkUGEZoO_w 

Rise Up & Serve Resource Video (lyric video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q1-KnXJyIq8 

Class One will be singing another song on their own at the Celebration and these words will be sent 
home next week. 

I have also sent home in the children’s bags today information about dinners from Monday. Basically, 
from Monday the children will chose their lunch each day from a menu, so they have to use their reading 
and writing skills to order their lunch – nothing like a bit of food motivation don’t you think! We will of 
course help them and you can too by looking at the menus I have sent, which are also available on the 
School website. The rotation of menus is the same as it has been since February and will not change now 
until the end of the year so they should already be familiar with the choices. 

Sorry that was so long but lots to think about and prepare for. Have a great weekend. 

Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 
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