
Dear parents, 

We have reached the end of SATs week and I couldn’t be more proud of the way the 

children have approached the tests. They’ve been studious and focused but also calm 

and level-headed throughout the week and I genuinely think every child has tried their 

very best. It’s been a very proud week as a teacher to see the children work so 

methodically and with such confidence – I think we prepared well and I look forward to 

seeing the results (not until July unfortunately!). 

I want to also commend Year 5 who have been beavering away having a go at a mock 

SATs week using a set of old test papers (we completed a full set of 2017 papers which 

can be found here: [FREE] SATs Papers Tests KS2 Year 6 | Gap Analysis QLA 

(primarytools.co.uk). Obviously, these are challenging as the children have another year 

to prepare (I was very clear about this and reassured them) but it’s good experience for 

the pupils to see what the tests are like and what they are working towards too – it’s also 

helpful in showing the Year 5 pupils what is required in terms of pace. 

As both year groups have worked so hard this week I have taken the decision that there 

will be no homework set this week (reading diaries should still be completed for the 

week though). We opted not to take the spelling test today so we shall complete this at 

the end of next week instead. There are however some song words to practise for our 

upcoming Jubilee celebrations (see notices below and attachment in email) so some time 

spent on these would be appreciated.  

Weekly update: 

This week has been SATS week so we’ve mainly been working on our examinations and 

reviewing and revisiting key concepts in lessons. We have, however, been working on 

some Maya-style artwork and we have begun looking at the Mayan language, which is 

complex but stunningly beautiful - Year 5 had a special extra session on this today and 

have learned how to write their name using Mayan logographs. We’ve also been working 

with our class novel and examining different ways that can be found to provide evidence 

of the emotion of a character in a text (e.g. dialogue, action, narrative) in relation to Ade 

and Gaia in the story, and we have been extended our understanding of mammals and 

life cycles in Science. We’ve also had some really fun whole-class extended PE sessions 

which have been a great way to let off steam after the tests. 

Today we had a special day of fun activities - have a look on Tapestry to see photos! The 

children thoroughly deserved this treat after a week of incredible focus and hard work.  

Surprise visit to Harewood Playground and tennis courts this afternoon! 

(tapestryjournal.com) 

Surprise Year 6 trip to Harewood House this morning! (tapestryjournal.com) - this link is 

just available for Year 6.  

https://www.primarytools.co.uk/ks2-year-6-sats-papers/
https://www.primarytools.co.uk/ks2-year-6-sats-papers/
https://tapestryjournal.com/s/harewood-c-of-e-primary-ks2-y3-and-y4/observation/11954
https://tapestryjournal.com/s/harewood-c-of-e-primary-ks2-y3-and-y4/observation/11954
https://tapestryjournal.com/s/harewood-c-of-e-primary-ks2-y3-and-y4/observation/11952


Other notices: 

In the final week of half term, we shall be celebrating the Queen’s 70th Jubilee with some 

special lessons and activities. On Friday 27th we are encouraging pupils to come in 

period clothes and we will be inviting parents in to the school grounds for a short 

presentation at the end of the school day. Class 4 has been allocated the 1940s and 

1950s for this. We are also intending to create a ’70 items pop-up museum’ in the hall, 

to showcase items that pupils have brought in from each decade of the Queen’s reign. If 

you have any interesting items from the 1940s and 50s that you are happy to allow 

into school for pupils to look at that would be amazing! Pupils should write an 

accompanying short text to explain the piece and approximate era – I have provided 

paper slips for this (with Union Jack border). These items will be displayed earlier in the 

week so please bring them on Monday 23rd May if you can. Hopefully, we can reach 70 

items (as a school)! 

We are also learning a class song which will be 'Everyday' by Buddy Holly which would be 

great if pupils want to practise and I've sent home the lyrics to a whole-school Jubilee 

song that pupils should practise - we've not learned the whole song yet but they can 

practise to the halfway mark for now!  

Also I would like to remind parents that if pupils would like to apply to be ‘reading 

ambassadors’ then they have until next Friday to return their applications. I have 

attached the letter again for your reference. 

I wish everyone a restful weekend – take care and well done once again to Class 4 for a 

brilliant week of hard work and focus. They’ve been amazing! 

Mr Sturgess 

 


