
Dear Families, 

I can’t believe it’s May already, but we’ve had a great week and are reaping the rewards 

of all the hard work up to this point in the year. The children are becoming more 

independent all the time and it’s a pleasure to see their confidence to have a go at their 

writing and join in with all our ‘independent’ phonics and maths challenges over the 

week. 

 Our White Rose maths this week has had a focus on shape and space again, as the final 

week of each Phase does. This week we have been matching and rotating 2D and 3D 

shapes to copy and reproduce structures. However, we still haven’t let up on the number 

work and have been looking at and sequencing larger numbers (up to 40), continuing to 

learn about numbers to twenty and practising counting and manipulating numbers to 

ten. 

 We have had another push on the high frequency tricky words this week and next week 

I will be sending home the latest updated tricky word lists (a couple of the children have 

them already). It’s beginning to look like we will be moving on to Phase Five of Letters 

and Sounds in the near future, as almost all of them know and can apply the Phase three 

GPC and they are getting really strong at hearing those adjacent consonants in the 

Phase Four work. Don’t panic though, the introduction of the Phase Five GPC is at a 

much slower pace as the previous ones with just one new GPC a week. 

 Next week you will notice two new changes. Firstly, the new updated tricky word lists I 

mentioned above. There are some changes to the order of some words, particularly the 

later ones. This is to bring it more in line with the progression once the children reach 

Class Two and also to make it clearer which words they should be reading on sight 

confidently and which ones they should be able to write independently. I will collect the 

old lists in next week and replace them but please don’t worry about the changed order, 

everyone will just continue progressing at their own speed and most of them are ahead 

of the game (particularly where reading the words on sight is concerned). It is important 

to remember though that they need to be able at least write up to the new list 5 (from 

memory) and read up to the new list 8 (on sight) by the end of Phase Four (now!). 

Children always find reading easier than writing so please make the writing of the 

appropriate tricky words a regular part of your homework tasks whenever you have time 

– practise is the key to success. They can use the red writing books to do this so I can see 

the work and award team points. You can also help them practise writing the GPC we 

have learned either in words or just on their own if you wish (we do this quite a lot in 

school but every little helps). If you are having difficulty motivating the children to learn 

the high frequency tricky words, please let me know and I can provide some of the 

games and activities we use in school, which might help. 

 The second change I’m implementing from next week is the introduction of a lending 

library. I know that the children love to be read to and that you all have fabulous books 

at home to share at bedtime etc. However, we really want to encourage this and I have 

lots of lovely big story books packed away in my classroom. I change the books in our 



classroom reading area every half-term but there are only so many I can put out at one 

time. I would much rather see the books going home to be shared than sitting in a 

cupboard. I have set up a simple system for recording who has taken each book, with the 

intention that the children can learn quickly how to run it themselves. They will all get a 

turn at being the ‘Librarians’, in charge of the book distribution each week. We will begin 

on Monday when it will be blue groups turn to choose a book for home. Red group will 

be on Tuesday, Green group on Wednesday and Yellow group on Thursday (the same 

days as show and tell to make it easy to remember). They can keep the book for a week, 

so they will be changed the same day for each colour group each week. It is really 

important that there is a distinction between these ‘library books’ and the home reading 

books the children bring home every night for phonics homework. The library books are 

not meant to be read by the children but are meant to be read by an adult or big 

brother/sister and enjoyed for the story, characterisation, language structures and the 

new exciting vocabulary they introduce. I will of course continue to read or tell at least 

one story to the children every day and please don’t stop reading your child’s favourite 

books at home, but you can’t get enough stories! 

 There will be other changes to our weekly structure over the next few week to prepare 

the children for Class Two – but more of that at another time. 

 We spent more time on our plans for the Imaginary World Doors this week and began 

painting the base coat so they will be ready to finish next week with all the lovely details 

the children have planned for them – I can’t wait to see how they develop. 

 Mrs Jarvis has given me the following information about the music lesson this week: We 

have been continuing to learn about the orchestra and this week, we have been looking 

at the string family.  We investigated why we thought they belonged to the same family 

and what characteristics they had in common but also what made them different from 

each other.  We explored the idea of ‘pitch’ and put the string instruments in order from 

highest sound to lowest sound.  We finished off by making a ‘pitch tree’ with all the 

instruments. We watched the string instruments in action in ‘The Young Person’s Guide 

to the Orchestra’.  

 Have a lovely weekend and remember to ask me if you have any questions about the 

changes, or anything else for that matter – I’m here to help. 

Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


