
Welcome back everyone! 

It has been lovely to see you all this week and it sounds like the children had a lovely Easter break. We 

continued our work on Easter on Tuesday (actually nearer to the event then before the holidays) by re-

visiting the Easter story and the important messages it holds for Christians. We worked in our colour 

groups to make a cave from clay to represent the tomb Jesus was put into and also a cross to put in 

our Easter Garden outside Cosy Cottage. Everyone took turns to read the instructions they needed and 

enjoyed working with the clay. 

 As well as continuing to think about the composition of numbers to ten we started a new phase called 

‘to twenty and beyond’ in maths this week. We have started thinking about ‘teen’ numbers with 

different ways to represent them. There have also been lots of number challenges to do at choosing 

time involving numeral recognition and simple addition and subtraction. 

 I have been doing phonics assessments this week and have been very pleased with the children’s recall 

of GPC and their ability to blend and segment longer words. This is particularly pleasing after a two 

week break, so thank you for doing the homework and keeping up with the reading over the holidays. 

There are no new Kit and Sam stories to share just yet but we have been practising our phonics skills 

with games, activities and reading and writing for a real purpose, such as reading instructions and 

writing new labels and signs to keep everything organised. We are having a good sort and tidy in the 

classroom ready for the new term and the children are happy to take on this responsibility. I love this 

time of year, particularly as the children are so well settled and really happy to show me their 

knowledge, put it to good use and are very happy to work hard and have a go at everything. 

 I introduced the Lego Tech Machines to replace the Mobilo in the small construction area and these 

have proved very popular. They are remote control and can be ‘driven’ inside or out on our lovely new 

grass. The children still need to make a parking ticket if they want to keep their models for a little while. 

It can be a challenge when we have a restricted number of items (three remote control bases and 

controllers) but this leads to valuable lessons in sharing and being patient. We talked about how to 

make a fair system so everyone can have a turn. 

 As well as settling back in to routines and taking responsibility for the upkeep of the classroom and 

garden, in PSHE we have been thinking about setting new goals for our Going for Goals display. These 

will be linked to the phonics and handwriting assessments and we will finish these next week. 

 In PE we have started to think about athletics (early preparation for sports day next half-term). This 

week the children were practising running in straight lines and working with a partner whilst watching 

what they are doing, where they are going and following more complex instructions. They did great! 

 Mrs Jarvis has given me the following information about the music lesson this week: This half term we 

will be learning about the orchestra.  We have started our journey with Tormod the troll, to discover more 

about the four families of the orchestra.  The children talked about what makes up their family and we 

decided we could apply the same ideas to the musical instruments – they looked the same, we play them 

the same way, they are made from the same material.  We played some games to see if we could work 

out the families some instruments were from.  To finish, we listened and watched the beginning of our 

composition for this term, Benjamin Britten’s ‘Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra’.   

Here’s to a fabulous half-term! 

Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


