
Dear Families, 

We began Phase Four in phonics this week and you will have noticed a difference in how 

I have organised the homework. Instead of having a piece to do each night of the week, 

with the mini books on a weekend, I will be putting a selection of activities in to support 

the week’s learning. Please do it as you are able but remember little and often is always 

better than trying to do too much at once. I will look at the homework at the end of the 

week to allocate team points. The frequency of reading the children’s home reading 

books will now also reduce for those who ae confident and getting the support they 

need at home with you. I will always do my best to make sure they have a new book 

when they need it and they will all be listened to at least once a week to make sure they 

are on track and because I really enjoy sharing the books with them. The children who 

need more support in school will still get it, of course, and we will continue sending 

home the additional ‘focus phonics’ cards or activities for as long as they are needed. 

This change will free up time for the extended phonics work we are doing daily now and 

all the other lovely learning opportunities we want to take advantage of, such as writing 

for real purposes when following the children’s interests. Please remember that it is still 

vital that you continue to support at home with regular practise. Make the most of the 

reading books the children have e.g. read and then re-read for fluency and 

comprehension and use the book as inspiration for composing and writing a sentence or 

two. 

 The White Rose Maths Phase, ‘Building 9 and 10’ has continued this week and we have 

been learning more about nine and ten. Amongst other activities they used ten frames to 

identify two numbers that make ten (you might know these as number bonds), We also 

did some unplanned maths by comparing our height against the biggest bag of popcorn 

I have ever seen (it had been brought in by Mrs Varley for the film night). It was almost 

taller than some of the children and we thought it was very funny. 

 We also did some maths in PE again this week when we explored rolling in the garden. 

Some of the children found other things that are good at rolling, like the bikes, tires, balls 

and tubes. We considered why they were good at rolling and decided it was because 

they all had a curved face. This will complement our maths work on 3D shape next week. 

 Talking about the garden, I forgot to mention in last week’s update how thrilled we are 

with our new artificial grass. It was fitted in half-term and provides a very practical, safe, 

clean and natural looking surface we can use all year round. We were able to use it in the 

wet last week (I didn’t get any photos because it was too wet to take the iPad outside) 

and this week, we have enjoyed running, crawling and rolling on it all week. A huge 

thank you to Henry’s dad for helping to organise it all. 

 In RE this week, we continued thinking about Jesus the teacher and found out about the 

friends he chose to help him (the Disciples). The children enjoyed playing with our little 

fishing boat and they all recognised Jesus when I got the small world biblical characters 

out. We also shared the story Jesus told about the lost sheep. After sharing a couple of 



different versions of the story and considering the meaning (that every single one of us is 

just as important to God), we had to find our own 100 hidden sheep in the garden. The 

sheep we found were grouped in such a way we could easily combine them, using the 

maths the children know, to make larger groups of five and then ten. Finally, we 

combined our groups of ten to make one hundred (even more maths and lots of support 

at this stage!). 

 This week Mrs Jarvis reported the following from her lovely music lesson: 

This week we have continued our topic on Vivaldi’s Spring.  We thought about 

spring related words and clapped the words and phrases.  The children took it in 

turns to think of a word or phrase and clap it for the rest of the class to copy.  Then 

we developed these phrases and used body percussion to tap out the rhythms.  The 

children learnt a new musical word, ‘tempo’, the speed of the music.  We decided 

the speed of Vivaldi’s Spring was fast as it is a happy and joyful piece of music.  We 

listened to lots of different pieces of music from different genres and decided 

whether they were fast or slow.  We talked about how Vivaldi went for a walk and 

listened to all the different spring sounds to inspire his music so I’ve asked the 

children if they can be like Vivaldi this week.  It would be great if they have heard 

some spring sounds ready for next week’s lesson.  

The work Mrs Jarvis does with the children is a huge support for our literacy work e.g. 

listening well, identifying sounds in words and also the syllable clapping for the rhythm 

of words and phrases. Also, sometime in the next two weeks we will be going out for a 

spring walk in the village to listen for and look for signs of spring. We will also add the 

fabulous word ‘tempo’ to our vocabulary jar! 

 Some of the children found time on Friday to help build a stable in the garden for our 

hobby horses and unicorn. This is the first time they have been able to have them out 

and first we talked about taking very good care of them, just like we would with real 

horses. We have seen a few horse riding lessons in show and tell this week so the 

children were very excited about them. We ended the week with our PTA Film show 

‘Babe’ and it was great that so many of the Class One children were able to attend. Thank 

you for your support of this event. 

 It has also been so nice to see you all over the past two weeks to talk about your 

amazing children in our meetings. I really hope our conversations have been helpful. 

Don’t forget that I’m always here to talk to if you need me. 

Have a lovely weekend, Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


