
Dear Families, 

Welcome back! Only four days this week but it was a busy one. It was also lovely to 

welcome Mrs Williams back; the children were very happy to see her. 

We enjoyed making and eating pancakes this week and talked about the meaning of 

Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent for Christians. We were visited again by 

Reverend James for Collective Worship and we also had a visit from Dave (and Murphy 

the mouse) from D-side on Friday afternoon.  Thursday was World Book Day and we 

celebrated by dressing in pyjamas and bringing our favourite bed time story. We looked 

at each other’s books and had a few stories in the morning and, in the afternoon, we had 

hot chocolate and a visit from the Year Five children so they could read our books to us. 

Have a look at the school website gallery for photos (HomePage - Harewood Church of 

England Primary School) and of course on the Notice Board when you collect next week. 

We had a great time and I want to thank you all for making it a success with your 

support. 

 As well as helping the children understand about how medicines can make us better but 

can also make us ill if we don’t need them or use them properly, the D-side visit 

supported our work this half-term on feelings and emotions. Our new SEAL (Social and 

Emotional Aspects of Learning) theme is ‘Good to be me’. The children also thought 

about which people are ‘safe’ to give us medicines. 

 We finished Phase Three in our phonics this week with lots of very practical phonics 

activities reading and building sentences, including instructions for pancake making. We 

are moving onto Phase Four next week. There are still no new GPC introduced at this 

phase but we will be building the children’s skills by looking at longer words with 

adjacent consonants at the beginning and the end (CCVC and CVCC words), which the 

children find hard to hear for segmenting and writing in particular. We will continue our 

focus on reading and writing sentences using the Phase 2 and 3 GPC, which most of the 

children now know well. Where children are struggling with identifying the digraphs and 

trigraphs we have learnt, I have sent home a little ‘Focus Phonic’ plastic wallet with red 

and green GPC cards. These are for you to work with at home regularly to help support 

their recall. You can use them any way you wish e.g. a game of pairs or snap. The 

important thing is that the children are looking and saying the phoneme for each when 

they see it, so only give them as much help as they absolutely need and don’t jump in 

too quickly to do it for them. They will only remember it by remembering it. Encouraging 

them to make the effort and look at the phonics card to find it themselves will also help. 

As they become confident with the GPC they have been sent I will change them or add 

more to the set to go home. If you have not been sent any ‘focus phonics’ work I would 

like you to make sure the children are re-reading their home reading books for more 

fluency (that doesn’t mean they are guessing!). I would also like those who are more 

confident readers to write a sentence or sentences about the book they have read. See if 

they can think of one themselves and support them to use their phonics to write it. 

Please do the writing in the blue phonics homework book (everyone has a book three 
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now and I have again updated the advice sheet in the front of the book). As we move 

forwards the homework will consequently be more personal to each child’s developing 

needs. 

 In maths this week we began the new White Rose Phase, ‘Building 9 and 10’. We have 

been looking at representing nine and ten in different ways and will continue to explore 

the composition of all numbers up to ten. We also did practical maths to help us make 

our pancakes and watched some Numberblocks episodes to explore the maths they 

contain. 

 Mrs Jarvis has started a new topic in music on a Tuesday afternoon and this week she 

gave me this information to share with you: 

This week we have started a new topic and we will be learning about Antonio Vivaldi and 

his composition, ‘The Four Seasons’.  We will be concentrating on the first concerto, Spring, 

for this half term.  We learnt about Vivaldi’s life, in particular, that he was special because 

he wrote music about real things, like the weather.  We listened to the music whilst we 

completed a story map about Vivaldi’s life.  We also had great fun singing, especially our 

Crispy Pancake song!  

The work Mrs Jarvis is doing this half-term will also compliment our class work on 

learning about spring time. 

 It was lovely to see some of you on Tuesday for the Parent meetings and I look forward 

to seeing everyone else on Wednesday. 

 Enjoy the rest of your weekend, Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


