
Dear Families, 

We have continued to review and practise the previous GPC from our phonics scheme this week with 

different games and activities. Along with our other daily phonics activities, Mrs Auckland set up a tricky 

word monster hunt in the garden this week, which was very popular. I finished the phonics assessments 

for the end of Phase Three and, where there are significant gaps in learning still, the children may, over 

the coming weeks,  bring home little additional games or activities to help them practise the GPC they 

are still struggling to remember. However, and in the meantime, the best thing you can do to support is 

to make sure you use the resources already sent each week, including going back over previous weeks in 

the phonics homework books and previous mini reading books. Regular practise is the only thing that 

will aid speedy recall, so if you’re having problems getting the children to engage with the work at 

home, please let me know so I can help.  

 In maths the children have been working with Mrs Auckland on the new White Rose phase called 

Growing 6,7 and 8. As the title suggests they have been looking at the composition of the numbers 6, 7 

and 8 in different contexts through games and activities. 

 In PE the children were thinking about rules and tactics for games, as well as having lots of fun playing 

them.  

 In PSED they continued to explore the concept of resilience in the face of challenges and how we all 

need to try and stick at new or different challenges sometimes. This week everyone was challenged to 

work in an area of provision they wouldn’t usually choose or to play and learn with someone they 

wouldn’t usually. 

 In RE we heard a story about Jesus visiting the Temple as a baby when he was forty days old and 

meeting Simeon and Anna, who knew he was the promised one they had been waiting patiently for. This 

linked to learning about the Candlemas celebrations in the Christian calendar throughout the week in 

Collective Worship. 

 Today we also shared fabulous picture book called ‘Window’ conceived and illustrated by Jeannie Baker, 

and Australian Author. There are no words in the book and I presented it as a Power Point to share all 

the lovely images on the big screen. It tells the story of a boy growing up and the changes to the 

environment around him, which he sees from his bedroom window. I told the children they were going 

to be like historians and help me find clues about how things from the past change through time. I was 

very impressed with their observations and comments. There still lots of lovely learning to be had from 

the book so we will definitely be returning to it again. 

Here is Mrs Jarvis’ report about Tuesday’s music lesson: This week we learnt how sound effects can help 

to tell a story.  We read the story of Jack and the Beanstalk and thought about the different sound 

effects that might fit into the story.  Then we listened to a version of the story with lots of sound 

effects.  We had a lovely discussion about how this made the story more interesting and helped us to 

use our imagination.  We sang some songs related to Jack and the Beanstalk, learnt how to speak and 

walk like the giant, and played the Bean game.  

 I was reminded of the importance of looking back and reflecting on learning when the children were 

looking at our Class memories books this morning. The memories books are where we put the pictures 

from the previous week when the notice board is changed each Thursday evening. Don’t forget to check 

out all the photos on the Notice board when you come to collect the children after school through the 

week. There is so much amazing learning going on every day and it’s impossible for me to tell you all 

about it in this update. The children love to see themselves ‘playing and learning’ and we always have 



lively, interesting and useful discussion when we look at the photos together as a class. Previously 

parents have found it very beneficial to look at it with their children so please do stay a while if you can, 

just one day a week, so they can share that lovely learning from the previous week with you. This is 

something that used to happen in a morning pre-covid and I know it was much easier for parent’s to 

manage then. 

 The Book fair is will be in school for the last week of term (the week after next!). You will be sent more 

information about it. In preparation, we are running a competition for a free book. There will be a winner 

in each class and the prize, a voucher to spend at the fair, will be awarded next Friday in our Celebration 

Collective Worship. Today I have sent a sheet home in the children’s book bags titled, ‘My Favourite 

Story Character’. The children need to draw a picture of a character from their favourite story (book or 

film) and these must be returned to school on Wednesday next week ready for the judging (which will be 

done by the older children). If for any reason you are not able to do it at home we can do it with them 

on Thursday, just let me know as I would hate for anyone to miss out on the opportunity – I might even 

make a display of the pictures on our gallery wall. 

 Next week is also Child Mental Health week and there will some age appropriate stories and activities to 

help the children learn how to deal with worries, build resilience and understand what they can do if they 

need help with a problem. This does of course compliment all the work we do in PSED through the year. 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 Have a great weekend. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


