
Dear parents,  

  

In English this week we have continued begun work on our persuasive two-page spread Planet travel 

brochures - the children have been utterly absorbed, designing their individual layouts and illustrations 

and the final pieces are going to look incredible! Today they didn't even realise it was breaktime until I 

told them such was the level of focus! The writing is really varied and creative too as pupils have focused 

on different planets and tried to think carefully about their planets unique selling points and pupils have 

selected a variety of persuasive techniques to convince the audience. This week we've also been looking 

at the active and passive voice in grammar in addition to our spelling work on homophones, and we've 

continued to work on our hilarious class novel, 'Cosmic'.  

  

In Science this week, pupils had the creative task of representing the orbits of the planets in a manner of 

their choosing. We had pupils hand-sawing wooden sticks so they could make models with distances to 

scale from the sun; another group used plasticine; and a final group used themselves to represent the 

planets, using carefully measured string to show the relative distances. We have some more work to do 

on this but I will share some photos once all groups are finished. 

  

We also developed this theme further in our ICT lesson with a session based around this website where 

you can find out what your age would be on different planets in days and years. Your Age on Other 

Worlds | Exploratorium (you can also find out your weight but we didn't look at that bit!) From this we 

looked at different patterns and could reason which planets rotated slowly or quickly and observed the 

relationship between the planets (and pluto) and the distance from the sun. This really captured the 

children's imagination and the found it fascinating to deepen their understanding in this way - for 

instance, noticing that on Venus they would have been alive more years than days as it takes Venus 

more time to make a full rotation than it does to orbit the sun! Many pupils extended this with some 

great data handling work, using the computers to create graphs of their age in planetary years. This work 

linked brilliantly with our Maths work in decimals too..... 

  

In Maths this week Year 5 have been calculating with decimals and Year 6 have been deepening their 

understanding of percentages, calculating percentages of amounts but also the more challenging skill of 

working out the whole from a given percent (i.e. If I know that 75% is equal to 363 what was the whole?) 

.  

Miss Weston also taught another follow-up lesson about 'Role Models' in PSHE too - this week we 

looked at different famous role models and considered what made them role models and then we 

considered how the media portrays famous people, including how images can be manipulated to 

present an ideal version of reality and the effect this can have on people's mental health!  

  

There have been super PE, Music and RE lessons also this week. 

  

Homework:  

 - Spelling sheet to complete and practice (attached)  

- Reading three times a week and recorded in reading record  

- One reading comprehension - Term 2 ,Test 4 (this can be included as one of the reads in reading 

record)  

- One arithmetic test in book (answers are included) - Spring Term, Test 4   

- Maths sheet (attached)  

All homework due by Thursday (spelling test on Fridays)   

  

https://www.exploratorium.edu/ronh/age/
https://www.exploratorium.edu/ronh/age/


In addition to this Year 6 have a Maths study book and have until the end of this month to complete up 

to the end of section 3 - I will check these again next week. If pupils have fallen behind on this target ask 

them to show me their work next week and I will set them targets going forward to help them manage 

their time without overwhelming them - it isn't productive to complete huge amounts in a short space of 

time.  

  

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

  

Take care,  

Mr Sturgess  
 


