
Dear parents,  

  

It's been another busy week in Class 4. We've started a new topic of decimals this week  in Maths and 

including some fun sessions using loop cards to practice and reinforce these skills. If you'd like to look 

at these they can be found on this excellent site: 

Maths Loop Cards (maths4everyone.com) 

  

In English this week we have made great headway with our class novel, reading to page 82 and 

completing comprehension work. We've also reintroduced a technique of reading to Class 4 called 

'reciprocal reading' which involves four processes (predict, clarify, question, summarise) that the pupils 

repeat regularly, taking turns to lead. This works brilliantly at home too. 

  

It works like this: pupils read a short passage (e.g. a couple of paragraphs) after making a prediction on 

what is about to happen (the prediction must be based on what has previously happened in the text 

and must be reasonable). They can clarify any words, phrases or parts they are unsure about as they 

read but if they don't ask for clarification they must be able to clarify these for others. If they can think 

of a question about the text that they can confidently ask the others then they do so and then finally 

they summarise the passage in a sentence or two, focusing on the main points. This is a very simple 

technique but it is incredibly effective and avoids pupils passively reading (i.e. reading the words but 

the meaning isn't going in) as pupils have to really engage with the text to be able to complete the 

four tasks.  

  

The children really enjoyed working in small groups/pairs to tackle the text and comprehension work in 

teams and this is certainly something we will do again. It relies on sensible behaviour from all members 

of the class and regulating of voices and thankfully this group are brilliant at that! Well done Class 

4. We've also been looking at spelling and some grammar work, including learning about prepositions, 

conjunctions and determiners.  

  

In other lessons, we have been working on our superb non-chronological reports on the planets of the 

solar system, which we have completed using some fantastic IT skills to create the final brochures in 

Publisher. In related Science work we have been investigating true facts and common misconceptions 

about Earth and space. We even had a space-themed child-led assembly this week and we've been out 

on the playground investigating the relative distances of the planets in the solar system too 

(see: HarewoodCEPrimary (@HWPrimary) / Twitter ) ! 

  

Homework:  

  

- Spelling sheet to complete and practice (attached)  

- Reading three times a week and recorded in reading record  

- One reading comprehension (this can be included as one of the reads in reading record)  

- One arithmetic test in book  

- Maths sheet (attached)  

All homework due by Thursday (spelling test on Fridays)   

  

In addition to this Year 6 have a Maths study book and have until the end of this month to complete up 

to the end of section 3.  

  

Kind regards - hope you all have a lovely, restful weekend.  

https://www.maths4everyone.com/pages/loop-cards.php
https://twitter.com/HWPrimary


  

Take care,  

Mr Sturgess  

  

p.s. I am missing one of our school copies of 'Skellig' which I think may have gone home last term 

when we had so many pupils isolating. If you have this, please may it be returned. Thank you.  
 


