
Happy New Year! 

It has been lovely to see the children back in school after the Christmas break. Some 

were a little tired at the beginning of the week but so was I! However, in no time at all 

we’re settled back in and have had a great week. Thank you all so much for doing the 

homework I set in December, it makes all the difference to confidence and speedy 

progress. Thank you also for the lovely ‘My Holiday’ show and tell pictures, the children 

have really enjoyed seeing each other’s and sharing their own. We will continue next 

week until they are all finished and then we can begin the usual show and tell again. We 

have been thinking about how we are all ‘unique’ but in some ways are ‘similar’ to each 

other. If you can help them use this new vocabulary at home that would be fabulous. 

 This week we got stuck right back in with Phase Three phonics and we have learnt the 

new GPC, ‘oo’ (long, as in ‘moon’), oo (short, as min ‘book’) – this is very tricky stuff and it 

will take the children a while to apply these sounds appropriately in their reading and 

writing, they often have a preference for one or the other usually the long ‘oo’ and they 

choose to use the ‘u’ when writing words like ‘book’ and ‘look’ but they will get there 

with lots of practise and some timely reminders. It’s not so hard with the reading and you 

will begin to see how they read and then check for meaning and self-correct if they have 

used the wrong sound. We also learned ‘ar’ as in ‘star’ and ‘or’ as in ‘horn’. They often 

find Twinkl’s picture representation of someone pressing their car horn a bit hard to 

remember so maybe you could let them blow the ‘horn’ in the car (some said they had 

already!) to demonstrate (only when it its legal and appropriate to do so of course). The 

mini books have gone home as usual on either Thursday or today to revise the sounds 

this week in the context of a story. 

 We have used some fun winter activities to recap directional and positional language in 

maths as well as identifying numerals, subitising number representations to four and 

splitting numbers of objects in different ways using buttons on snowmen. Next week we 

will start a new Phase in the White Rose Maths called ‘Alive in Five’. 

 In RE we were thinking about Epiphany (6.1.22) and were joined on that day by Rev 

James for a collective worship. The children were great and I was very proud. This theme 

will continue next week as we consider more the events that happened around Jesus’ 

birth so, even though our Christmas decorations have been put away, we are still 

thinking about the Nativity characters. Learning about Jesus growing up and the things 

he did as an adult will be the main theme for our RE through the spring term, as it’s very 

important the children understand more about Him (and not just think of Him as a baby) 

before we celebrate Easter. 

 In PE this week we practised the skills we learned last term for team games with a bat 

and ball. 

Keep warm, stay safe and have a lovely weekend. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 

 


