
Dear Families, 

It was lovely to welcome Mrs Auckland back in school this week. Continuing our White 

Rose maths phase ‘Alive in Five’, the children have been exploring lots of ways to 

partition the number five. Next week the focus will change to comparing mass and 

capacity in our main teaching sessions but, as always, there will continue to be lots of 

incidental opportunities through our classroom routines and also challenges relating to 

understanding number. 

 In phonics we learned the final three GPC for Phase 3 – ‘air’, ‘ure’ and ‘er’. Next week we 

will begin our Phase Three consolidation and review by looking at GPC we covered in 

weeks 1 to 4, along with the ‘tricky’ high frequency word ‘here’. I will shortly be doing the 

end of Phase Three assessments to see where we need to focus the most with each child 

individually if they have any gaps. Even though there are no new GPC to learn there will 

continue to be homework in the children’s Home and School Phonics Books. 

 In PSED this week the children have continued to think about and set goals for the 

‘Going for Goals’ display board as well as thinking about how to reach them. They have 

been demonstrating good understanding about how we have to sometimes work hard 

to achieve what we want to achieve but that the hard work pays off in the end. Those 

who didn’t get it done will finish off next week. 

 In PE this week we continued to practise important game kills, including good listening, 

following instructions and working as part of a team as well as the physical skills we are 

practising too. 

Musical Stories – Lesson 3 with Mrs Jarvis, Storytelling with Actions  This week we 

learnt another different way of telling a story through music.  We used actions to tell the 

story of ‘The Sleeping Princess’. We read the traditional fairytale and talked about the 

important points in the story that needed to be included to make the story make 

sense.  Then we listened to a song based on the story and made up some actions to go 

with it.  The children took it in turns to play the different roles.  

As well as new provision in the classroom for the new term, we are also developing our 

garden with the children. Over the coming weeks, they will continue to play a key role in 

developing their own play outdoors. Cosy Cottage is one of the areas we are working on 

(which they are all very excited about) and we will also be taking the children’s lead by 

facilitating ideas they have generated and are interested in developing. Cosy cottage 

also links with the theme of our RE this week when we will be thinking about houses and 

home from the distant past and now. We are learning about how life was very different 

when Jesus was growing up and, in order to make some comparisons it would be great if 

you could put an exterior photo of your house on Tapestry. Maybe the children could 

take the picture for you and help you upload it? – an other great example of how things 

are different now to how they were 2000 years ago! 

Enjoy your weekend. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 


