
Thank you again for the holiday Show and tell, just a couple to do so we will get back to normal show 

and tell days from Monday. We are also looking forward to welcoming Mrs Auckland back next week to 

finish her second teacher training placement with us. 

 This week in phonics we learned the new GPC ‘’ur’, as in ‘curl’; ‘ow’, as in ‘down’; ‘oi’, as in ‘coin’ and 

‘ear’, as in ‘hear’. I included some tips on supporting these sounds at home on the sheets in the Phonics 

Home and School books and hope they are helpful. Next week we will be learning the final three GPC 

of Phase Three (‘air’, ‘ure’ and ‘er’) before spending time reviewing and consolidating all the GPC we 

have done in Phase Three, practising how to write them from memory and reading and writing longer 

words with adjacent consonants. Next week I will add a revised support information sheet in the front 

of the children’s Home and School Phonics books. As the children have progressed in their phonics 

knowledge and understanding (which they have done brilliantly), the expectations do of course shift 

considerably. With an increased focus on developing writing now, I thought it would be a good time to 

send some reminders about how you can support this at home. I know lots of you are doing this 

already, so thank you. It seems like a long time since the phonics meetings I did in September so I also 

recommend you look back at the information I supplied at that time.  I’m sure that if it all seemed a 

little confusing then, it will make much more sense now you have been learning the phonics along with 

the children. As always, just let me know if you need any support with the phonics homework or 

anything else. I’m very happy to go over things again at any time – just email me. 

 We began a new Phase in our White Rose maths this week called ‘Alive in Five’ and have been thinking 

about the composition of ‘five’ (how it can be made from combinations of other numbers), equal and 

unequal groups and subitising. In addition to this we have had some new maths challenges to support 

careful counting and numeral writing. 

 We discussed what happened next in Jesus’ life in RE. I told the story of the Wise Men and how King 

Herod wanted to kill Jesus. We watched a very funny film telling the story but also emphasised how the 

story wasn’t funny in real life.   

 For our PSED work we have continued to think about what we can do now that we couldn’t when we 

were younger and how we will be able to do more things as we get older. Our theme this half term is 

‘Going for Goals’ and the children will all be setting their own goals (something they want to achieve). I 

told the story of the Wizard of Oz (originally written by L. Frank Baum) following on from last week. This 

was my own, slightly edited version of the 1939 film version, with selected photographs from the film. I 

personally think the Wicked Witch of the West is very scary so I left her out of the picture selection and 

gave her a slightly lower profile in my version. It was nice that some of the children recognised the 

story and we thought together, after a couple of re-tells, about how each of the main characters were 

all trying to reach their own ‘goal’. The key message for the children was that we all have the power to 

reach our own goals if we are prepared to try and work hard. The Wizard of Oz ‘Going for Goals’ board 

in the classroom will track the children’s progress at meeting their own goals until they reach the 

Emerald City. 

 In our PE this week we continued developing bat and ball skills with our game. Each of the children 

had chance at bowling, batting and fielding before we played a very fast and fun ‘freezing’ and 

‘thawing’ game (good science vocabulary for them to learn!). There is information in Mr Ratcliffe’s 

newsletter this week about school uniform. I just wanted to confirm and clarify that in this first year, 

when the school PE kit tops are possibly too large for your child, it is okay for the Class One children to 

wear a plain, unbranded white or navy coloured T-shirt, but they will need the correct PE top for Year 

One. 

 Have a lovely weekend everyone. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 


