
Hello Everyone, 

It hasn’t been the easiest of school terms but I am so very proud of all the children – they are 

superstars and have worked so hard. We have also had lots of fun getting to know each other. I 

couldn’t do it without your help so thank you all for your support since September. We have had a 

fabulous final week of term. We managed to cram in lots of learning through our Christmas 

activities. As well as a phonics review, we also wrote cards for home and notes to each other. Lots of 

the children enjoyed using the school post box to send kind messages to their friends (and 

sometimes to themselves!). We practised our mathematical vocabulary for shapes and comparing 

length when designing our Christmas card pictures and I also attached the children’s tree 

decorations, where they made repeating patterns, to the front. Some of the children said they would 

like to hang the decoration on their tree at home, which is a nice idea. They also did Christmas 

number challenges through the week. 

 We had lots of fun on party day, with a visit from Santa, lots of games, dancing and a sing along in 

the hall with our teddies. Christmas dinner was delicious and I ate with the children, which made a 

lovely change. We also did another rendition of Away in a Manger and another song we had 

practised but didn’t get to use in the Nativity. I will put both on Tapestry over the holidays. I also 

intend to put a few more observations on there for you to see but it might be after the Christmas 

weekend (I’ve got some shopping and decorating of my own to catch up on still!). I hope you have 

had time to watch the Nativity already. Mr Ratcliffe sent the secure link our once he had finished the 

editing and I think you will be thrilled. We all watched it together on Friday and the children really 

enjoyed seeing themselves and singing along. I have put this week’s photos on the school Blog, as 

you won’t get to see the noticeboard for two weeks. You can find it through the school website, but 

here is the link if it makes it easier for you to find - Harewood CE Primary School Web Log: Class One 

Christmas Holiday Blog 

 Please see the attached homework sheet. It includes a request for our first week back show and tell 

of ‘My Christmas’ or ‘My holiday’ if you didn’t celebrate Christmas. I would like all the children to 

share something about how they celebrated with family and/or friends over the holiday period. This 

links directly in to our PSED and RE curriculum as we think about how we are all unique and special 

but have things in common that are special to us all, no matter what our faith. Just a few photos on 

Tapestry to prompt the children’s memories will be great with some added information if you feel 

it’s necessary. It’s not the gifts they got I want to know about but it could be special food, traditions, 

clothes, celebrations etc. or perhaps special gifts they gave to the people they love. I put a printed 

copy of the homework sheet in their reading folders on Thursday along with a phonics workbook to 

help them practise the last Phase Three GPC we did together. There are a few ideas included about 

other ways to continue supporting the children over the long two week break and I also sent reading 

books or other suitable reading material to keep you going. 

Thank you all so much for the lovely cards, gifts and kind messages. You are very kind and I’m 

looking forward to opening my gifts on Christmas morning. 

Take care, stay safe and have a great Christmas break everyone. Kind regards, Mrs Watts. 
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