
Dear parents,  

  

Welcome back! I hope everyone had a lovely half term break and managed some rest too.  

  

Homework update:  

 This week, we are following the usual routine although I the hand-in date for Maths is now Thursdays 

(not Tuesdays) as this is the day we go through the work in class (and it gives more time to ask for 

support too).  

  

Reading records should be signed to show that reading and discussion has taken place at home at 

least three times per week (extra time points are offered for more than this).  

  

A spelling/handwriting sheet has been given out this week also to practise ahead of Friday's test.  

  

Weekly update:  

 This week in English we have been getting really stuck into our class novel 'Skellig' again - we've read 

several chapters and have been investigating the use of foreshadowing and motifs in the text and 

considering why the author has used these techniques.  

  

We have also introduced our art topic of collage - we have started by looking at the work of Henry 

Matisse as a launch point for this topic but tied this to our work in English by looking at Matisse's use 

of motifs and recurring patterns and symbols. The children were very amused by his primitive style in 

the piece 'The Snail' and some guessed that he had produced this aged 2-5 rather than in his 80s! We 

looked at other more complex collage work (as well as his painted work so the children could 

appreciate the range of work - and laugh at the nudes!) and the children have been designing their 

own motifs, working these into their collage designs.  

  

I'd like to thank all the parents who have sent in magazines to help with this work. It has been really 

helpful. If you have any spare magazines, paint colour charts or out of date calendars these 

would all be really helpful too as we continue with this topic. Thanks!  

  

In Maths this week we have been revisiting long division (year 6 only) multiplying and dividing by 

10,100,1000, applying knowledge of multiples of 10, 100 and 1000, factors and common factors.  

  

In our History work we have been exploring accounts of a Viking burials, including a first hand 

account of a Viking burial in Russia from Arabic traveller Ibn Fadlan and a virtual excavation based on 

a real account of a burial mound excavation in the Isle of Man. As each layer was uncovered we 

described the findings and pupils had to give suggestions for what these might tell us about the 

Vikings using the evidence to make rational and reasoned suggestions. For instance, one pupil 

reasoned that as the extra body found higher up (outside of the main burial chamber) was positioned 

facing north, that this was likely not there due to an accident and was part of the ritual (I revealed in 

the second lesson that this was indeed the case).  

  

It's been a productive first week and a great start to the half term!  

  

Have a lovely weekend!  

  

Mr Sturgess  

  

Key dates:  

Wednesday 10th November - Parents evening (zoom link will be sent to parents early next week)  
 


