
Dear parents,  

  

Happy Half Term! It's been a long, busy but productive term - I know the children are ready for a rest 

now (and we had several pupils who have been unfortunately unwell recently too). I hope you all have a 

restful and enjoyable time.  

  

Notices:  

Yesterday I overheard some of the Year 6 pupils discussing the Netflix programme 'Squid Game' and it 

became clear that some pupils have either watched some episodes of this programme or were interested 

in doing so. I have attached some guidance regarding this programme (plus associated content on 

games, TikTok etc. which may be another route that your children could be potentially accessing this 

content) - despite it featuring children's games as part of the storyline, the content is extremely graphic 

and violent (as well as other adult themes) and rated is also a '15' certificate and not suitable for 9-10 

year old children, even if it is a very popular show right now.  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-

parents-need-to-know 

  

  

Homework update:  

I don't generally set half-term homework as children are tired and need a rest. I have asked pupils to 

complete pages 1-4 in the statutory spelling booklet but I explained that this does not need to be 

completed until Thursday 4th November so pupils may choose to either complete it during the holidays 

or in the first few days after we return. Equally, whilst I would encourage pupils to keep reading 

throughout the break for pleasure I will not be requesting additional signatures in reading records (just 

three by Thursday 4th November please).  

  

I've attached Times Tables Rockstars Login details for the class too (please only make a note of your 

child's login details) - I have given these to pupils and they should be stuck to their reading diaries but 

this is a spare set for any parents who need it. Most pupils are secure in their tables now although during 

our division topic it has been clear that some pupils have needed prompt sheets to remind them of table 

facts, including some year 6 pupils, so I've shared these passwords again to encourage a little bit of 

practice over the next couple of weeks, particularly for those pupils who know they have gaps (ask them 

- they'll usually be able to tell you exactly which ones they don't feel confident with!). Times Tables Rock 

Stars (ttrockstars.com) 

  

Weekly update:  

This week in Maths we have been focusing on division, including short division and long division 

methods (long division in Year 6 only), plus interpreting remainders in a real-life context (e.g. If I need to 

hire 3.25 coaches do I hire 3 or 4 etc.) and using factors to calculate fractions (e.g. dividing by 15 by 

dividing by 5 then 3).  

  

We have also spent much of our week in English drafting, redrafting and completing narrative writing in 

a suspense style, inspired by our class novel, Skellig. We've been focusing on sentence openers and 

different techniques to add interest and the results have been fantastic overall. Some of the year 6 pupils 

have produced the best writing I've ever seen from them for this particular piece and it's exciting to see 

so many of them take a leap forward in the maturity of their writing. Year 5 have also produced a 
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wonderful set of stories and it's been fun getting to know their narrative writing voice - some wonderful, 

imaginative ideas!  

  

We also have produced some delightful Viking Longship inspired artwork, after a discussion about why 

these designs were so innovative and what they teach us about the Vikings and how it gave them an 

advantage during Viking raids.  

  

Similarly, in our History work this week, we have begun exploring the question of whether the Vikings 

reputation as ruthless, lawless and wild barbarians and invaders is entirely fair, by examining evidence 

from a range of sources and evaluating if the evidence supports or contradicts this reputation. This is 

something we will continue to explore in coming weeks.  

  

The children have also had lessons in coding, Italian (Yr 5), PE and an extended music composition lesson 

which they thoroughly enjoyed. It's been a busy week but we've ended it in style with such wonderful 

narrative writing and a great attitude once again from Class 4. They're a brilliant group and the 

atmosphere in class has been great this term - well done!  

  

I hope you have a wonderful week.  

  

Take care and stay safe,  

Mr Sturgess  

  

Key dates:  

Parents evening Thursday 4th November 3:30-6:30  

Parents evening Wednesday 10th November 3:30-6:30  

N.B. Booking is online - I will send out zoom links at the start of each week for these meetings.  
 


