
Dear Families, 

This week I introduced the play dough table and we did dough disco for the first time. The dough is 

fabulous for developing finger strength and coordination to support the children with their mark 

making and writing in the longer term. We finished the collage pictures ‘Things I Like’ and have made a 

display of the finished work in the Cloakroom. Some of the children needed support to use the scissors 

and this is something you can also encourage and support at home if they’re struggling. I was very 

pleased with the lovely conversations we had and also how hard everyone tried, even if they found it 

tricky. In RE this week, we thought about the Christian Creation Story and the children had a go at 

retelling the story with picture prompts. There are still a few to finish and we will do those on Monday. 

On Tuesday afternoon the children had their first singing lesson with Mrs Jarvis and this will be a 

regular part of the weekly routine from now on. 

 This week we have also joined in with more whole school activities, which has been lovely. On Monday 

we had our first Collective Worship in the hall with Mr Ratcliffe and our first Singing Collective Worship 

with Mrs Burnley and Mrs Jarvis on Wednesday. These will now be a regular part of school life. We also 

did a short PE session in the hall on Wednesday afternoon, where we played a game together and 

practised good listening and following instructions to move in different ways. The children changed out 

of their shoes and socks/tights if they were happy to do so and then practised putting them back on 

again independently. Next week we will do the same and I have decided that we will begin PE in our 

proper PE kits on Wednesday 6th October (you can start practising now!). For the first few weeks I will 

be watching how the children manage dressing themselves and helping them with this. I would like 

them to come in their normal uniform and bring their PE kit to change into before our lesson. They will 

then come home in their PE kit with their uniform in their kit bag. I have decided to do it this way as 

our PE lesson is near the end of the day. Once I have established that they can all dress themselves they 

will be able to come in their PE kit every Wednesdays and stay in it all day. We will sometimes do PE 

outside so you may also send training shoes if you wish. 

 Thank you for your support this week. It was lovely to see so many of you at the phonics information 

evenings, I really hope you found them useful. I know there is a lot to take in but the plan is, with the 

information I send home each day, you will be able to ‘learn’ alongside the children so you can help 

them apply their developing knowledge and skills in real life situations that are meaningful to them 

(and fit in with busy family life). All the information I talked about is in the pack I gave out but please 

feel free to chat to me about it anytime in person at the end of the day or by email. I can not stress 

enough how much difference you spending time with them doing their homework makes to their 

progress. 

The Phonics homework books will be going home on Monday for the first time. Have a look at the 

instructions and ideas in the front of the book. Five to fifteen minutes of quality time is all it will take 

each night. 

 There have been fewer individual Tapestry observations this week as I began the statutory Reception 

Baseline Assessments (RBA) and I will be continuing with these next week. I also had a printer issue on 

Thursday and Friday so I only managed to put the week’s photographs on the Notice Board on Friday 

evening -sorry! Please make time to look at them with the children on collection next week. 

 In our Friday whole school Celebration (family celebration when you can start joining us) all the 

children received an Excellent Early Learner Certificate for settling in so brilliantly. From now on there 

will be just two Excellent Early Learners chosen each week to receive a certificate and have their names 



on the newsletter. We also have one star pupil each week chosen from the Team Point (House Point) 

box. The children put their name in the box when they receive team points for fabulous work or 

behaviour. Hopefully they will learn that the more team points they get the more chance they have of 

winning the star pupil award, which consists of a trophy and chance to sit on a special chair in collective 

worship. Congratulations to Josh for being our first winner! 

 Please check that you have registered for school milk online if you wish your child to have milk at 

snack time. Many children, who I do not have on my list, have been asking for it and I feel bad refusing 

them. We occasionally have spares but often do not. If you are having any problems registering for 

milk, which I understand is either free or heavily subsidised until the children are five, please contact 

Mrs Flowerdew in the office. Please note that the system changes once the children are five but they 

can still have it if you sign up and pay. 

 Finally, the children have all brought home a letter and copy of the menu for next week. Please look at 

the menu, as I know most of you have been doing already, and choose for the whole week on the 

slip provided and send it to school on Monday morning. This will make dinner choices much less 

confusing and time consuming each morning. If your child is absent, we will cancel your dinner choice 

for that morning. 

 Please contact me if you have any questions, problems or worries at all. I’m here to help and if it’s 

important to you it’s important to me too.  

 

Kind regards from Mrs Watts. 

 


