
Weekly Update for Class One - Week Beginning 12th July 2021 

What a busy week! There’s definitely no let up in Class One. In maths we were 

making ten in different ways and also made treasure maps. We have been using and 

practising our phonics in writing for all sorts of different purposes and also had a 

specific focus hon handwriting. 
  

Sports day was a great fun and a great success. I was so proud of all the children I 

have chosen them all as Excellent Early Learners this week. They were patient, 

tried 100% at all the activities and demonstrated a very sporting attitude all day. I 

couldn’t ask for more. We have been talking about the word ‘disappointment’, what 

it feels like to be ‘disappointed’ and what we can do to cope with those feelings. The 

catalyst of course was discussion about the England football defeat but it was a 

timely reminder before sports day. We discussed how being a good sportsman 

includes having to deal with disappointment sometimes and I really think the 

children took this on board on Tuesday. There was not one complaint about ‘not 

winning’ or ‘not getting a medal’ and there was no boasting from those who did. I 

was very proud. Miss Percival also visited to help with sports day and the children 

were all thrilled to see her. 
  

On Wednesday the children spent the morning in Class Two practising being Year 

One’s and I had my new starters in for an hour before spending the rest of the 

morning in the garden with the Year Two children. How time flies! Mrs Dodd was 

very impressed with Class One and I know that all the children are ready for the 

new challenges in September. Mrs Dodd and I are planning another visit one 

afternoon next week. 
  

We had lots of storytelling this week and made up our own funny versions of the 

Pirate Pete story book. WE also had a pirate ship story adventure (in the sand pit), 

found a mysterious box and hatched a dragon egg! Not bad going in one week really, 

the chicks took 21 days! I was glad the children weren’t too disappointed that the baby 

dragon we hatched was only a puppet. They then had a great time being puppet masters 

themselves and entertaining their friends. On Friday I shared one of my favourite books 

with them, Tell me a Dragon by Jackie Morris. We looked at the illustrations on the big 

screen and shared our observations. This generated some fabulous descriptive 

vocabulary. The children began thinking about what their dragon would be like, if they 

could have one, and we will continue this theme next week. 
  

Next week we will also be visiting Harewood to look around the lakeside walk, farm, 

bird garden and Woodland Wonderland on Thursday morning. We will probably leave 

school at about 9.30 (they are not open until 10am) and we will have a packed lunch 

prepared by school. We will be back at school for 1pm. Please make sure the 

children are prepared for whatever the weather has to offer! They can come 

in their own clothes for the day and must have comfortable footwear please, 

as they will be walking all morning. Please send them with a small back pack, 

pump bag or similar if they have one so they can help carry their water bottles 

(send their usual bottle please) and we will take additional water for them to 



drink. They will also need a sun hat and sun cream, if that isn’t already in 

school. 

  

The children will need their PE kits as usual on Wednesday this week, as I have 

promised them use of the indoor climbing frame and we will also be doing our 

contribution to the school’s charity fun run with five laps each of the school field 

(see Mr Ratcliffe’s news letter for more details). A donation of £1 would be very 

gratefully received. 
  

I will also collect the school reading books in on Wednesday but not the tricky word 

lists, mini books or phonics sheets previously sent, as these will be good to keep 

practising. I will also be sending some phonics activities home for over the holidays, 

along with suggestions for activities to support maths – so no one will forget what 

they have learned (six weeks is a very long time when you’re five). My holiday 

revision work will probably not go home until Thursday or Friday so the children will 

still need their book bags with them, even though we will not be doing ‘home’ reading 

on those days. I understand Mrs Dodd will be asking the children to prepare 

something for her, to help her get to know them all better and I will be 

transferring the Tapestry accounts from the EYFS account to the KS1 and KS2 

account in the first week of the holidays s Mrs Dodd can also have a look at them 

before September. 
  

The school reports were either handed over by me or are in the children’s book 

bags. I also put their Excellent Early Learner certificates in the envelope, just to 

keep it safe – there’s a lot to think about at the end of the day on an ice cream 

Friday. Please remember to let me know if you want to chat about anything in the 

reports before sending your completed acknowledgement sheet. You should all be 

very proud – it hasn’t been an easy year because of the limited Nursery attendance 

last year and the lockdown in January. The children have all done so well. 
  

Don’t forget to check out the blog for the week and also the Sports Day blog, which 

I uploaded on Tuesday (there are some lovely photos) - Harewood CE Primary 

School Web Log   

Have a lovely hot weekend and stay safe! Kind regards, Mrs Watts x 
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