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Phl manufacturers appeal to gov’t to 
patronize locally-made PPE 

 
The Daily Tribune | April 28, 2021 
 
 
Local manufacturers appealed to the 
government on Wednesday to put focus in 
purchasing Filipino-made personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to help the textile industry 
suffering from the flooding of cheaper medical 
equipment coming from China in the market. 
 
Confederation of Garments Exporters of the 
Philippines (CONGEP) associate director 
Rosette Carrillo made the plea to senators 
during a committee hearing on Wednesday, 
where she disclosed that the country’s PPE 
supply is marred with imported products 
resulting in the local industry taking a hit. 
 
She said this is due to the standard rules set 
by the government in procuring medical-
grade PPEs which are in line with the 
mandates under the Bayanihan law. 
 
“The way the government purchases PPE, it 
is subject to certain standard rules for 
purchasing so we were subjected to the 
lowest cost and unfortunately also at that 
same time, the Philippine market was flooded 
with very low-cost PPEs from China some of 
them are even sub-standard,” she told 
senators. 
 

“We would like to call the attention of the 
Senate to hear the plea of the exporters who 
have repurposed and reinvested to have the 
policies  especially under the pandemic act, 
to really focus on buying Filipino-made PPE,” 
she added. 
 
In April last year, companies from the clothing 
industry repurposed to cater the request of 
the government to help them in 
manufacturing medical-grade PPEs for 
healthcare frontliners during the onset of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

(cont. pg 1) 

 
Carillo said two of the country’s major high 
quality manufacturer exporters of brand 
global brand repurposed as a group forming 
the Coalition of Philippine Manufacturers of 
PPE or CPMP. 
 
The CPMP, meanwhile, reinvested about $35 
million to repurpose portions of their factors to 
produce medical grade PPEs. 
 
She said that through this, around 7,500 
workers were able to go back to work. 
However, due to the limitations in operations 
brought about by the quarantine restrictions 
more than more than 25,000 of 280,000 
regular workers were retrenched  from June 
to December 2020. 
 
Senator Aquilino Pimentel, chair of the 
Senate Committee on Trade, Commerce and 
Entrepreneurship, assured the private sector 
that his committee will immediately tackle 
proposed measures seeking to help provide 
support for the local manufacturers.  

Link: 

https://tribune.net.ph/index.php/2021/04/28/p
hl-manufacturers-appeal-to-govt-to-
patrionize-locally-made-ppe/ 
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