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Embattled local manufacturers ask 
gov’t to buy Filipino-made PPEs 

 
CNN Philippines | April 28, 2021 

By: Elmor Santos 

Local manufacturers of medical-grade 
personal protective equipment are appealing 
to the government to prioritize Filipino-made 
PPEs as they lose to imported brands in 
bidding wars. 

During a joint hearing of the Senate 
committees on economic affairs and trade 
Wednesday, the Confederation of Philippine 
Manufacturers of PPE, or CPMP, said its five 
member companies invested $35 million 
(nearly ₱1.7 billion) last year to heed the 
government’s call for locally made PPEs. 

A year later, they continued to incur losses. 
At least three companies that transitioned to 
making PPEs had to lay off around 3,500 
workers in December 2020, according to the 
Confederation of Wearable Exporters of the 
Philippines, or CONWEP. 

“We were subjected to the lowest cost. 
Unfortunately, also at the same time the 
Philippine market was flooded with very low-
cost PPEs from China; some of them are even 
substandard,” said Rosette Carrillo, executive 
director of the CPMP. 

“We would like to call the attention of the 
Senate to hear the plea of the exporters who 
have repurposed and reinvested to have the 
policies to really focus on buying Filipino-
made PPE,” she added. 

Aside from industry groups, lawmakers have 
been urging the government to buy Filipino-
made PPEs. Senator Koko Pimentel, head of 
the Senate Committee on Trade, Commerce, 
and Entrepreneurship said he will schedule a 
hearing to get to the bottom of the matter, 
including allegations of substandard PPEs 
from China. 
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Senator Imee Marcos, chairperson of the 
Senate panel on economic affairs, said one 
issue may be the tough requirements. She 
cited an instance when the winning bidder 
had to deliver one million units of PPE in 15 
days, something that can only be done by 
companies that have stockpiled their 
products. 

Senator Nancy Binay said the government 
may have to ease these requirements to give 
local manufacturers a fighting chance. 

Budget Assistant Secretary Rolando Toledo 
cited the urgency of the procurement as the 
country grapples with the COVID-19 
pandemic. He said all procurements undergo 
a competitive bidding process and local 
manufacturers are welcome to take their 
chance at any time. 

“Marami pa naman tayong pangangailangan 
at tuloy-tuloy pa naman ang ating pagpo-
procure (After all, we are in need of more 
PPEs so we will continue to procure,” Toledo 
said. 

In the meantime, losing local bidders are 
looking at exporting their products, said 
CONWEP Executive Director Maria Teresita 
Jocson-Agoncillo. Senator Nancy Binay could 
not hide her dismay. 

“Nakakatawa, noh? Tayo magsusupply sa 
labas tapos yung sariling atin hindi natin 
masupply (It’s absurd, isn’t it? We will supply 
to the export market but we cannot supply 
our own)” she said. 

Early this month, Philippine College of 
Physicians Vice President Dr. Maricar Limpin, 
who works at government hospital Philippine 
Heart Center and private facility Mary 
Johnston Hospital, told CNN Philippines 
health workers are worried about the 
dwindling supply of PPEs. 
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“[A]ng ibang PPE — siguro sabihin na natin 
na — hindi kami comfortable in really using 
kasi baka pati kami magkaroon ng infection," 
Limpin said then. 

The Bayanihan to Recover as One Act, whose 
allocations remain valid until June this year, 
earmarked ₱3 billion for the purchase of PPE, 
face masks, and other protective equipment 
for medical frontliners. 
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