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DTI to help local manufacturers of PPE 
The Manila Times | Anna Leah Gonzales | Aug 24, 2020 
 
The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) gave assurances that it was addressing the concerns 
of local manufacturers of personal protective equipment (PPE) amid calls to prioritize the 
procurement of locally manufactured health products. 

In a statement over the weekend, Trade Secretary Ramon Lopez said the agency was coordinating 
with the Confederation of Philippine Manufacturers of PPE (CPMP), the Department of Health and 
the Department of Budget and Management’s Procurement Service (DBM-PS) to find out PPE 
demand requirements, timing of procurement and flow of production. 

The CPMP, composed of semiconductor, electronics and garments producers that repurposed 
part of their facilities to produce PPEs, appealed to the government to buy locally manufactured 
products, noting that, if needed, the group could invest another $36 million to double its current 
production capacity. 

CPMP President Lawrence de los Santos lamented that, at present, the government relied heavily  

on the importation of PPEs since the procurement process was not in sync with local industry’s 
production. 
He said it was important to incorporate into the plans of the Health department the capacity that 
had been established by the manufacturers. 

Lopez said the government and the CPMP “have actively collaborated towards the shared 
objective of providing world-class personal protective equipment to our medical frontliners and 
to Filipinos in general.” 

“For this reason, the DTI-BOI (Board of Investments) and the DBM-PS have endeavored to have 
provisions in the Bayanihan 2 for preference to locally manufactured, internationally certified PPE. 
And we thank our legislators for including these during the bicameral conference,” he added. 

Lopez commended the CPMP for responding to the call of the government to repurpose part of 
their manufacturing capacities towards local production of internationally certified medical-grade 
PPE, in the process saving over 7,000 jobs and creating more opportunities for Filipino workers. 

He also thanked the Senate and House of Representatives for incorporating CPMP’s proposals in 
Bayanihan 2. 

Link: https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/08/24/news/top-stories/dti-to-help-local-manufacturers-of-
ppe/758821/ 
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