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Garment groups seek priority for local PPE makers in govt deals 
Business Mirror | Elijah Felice Rosales | Aug 24, 2020  
 

GARMENT manufacturers are asking the Department of Health (DOH) to prioritize the purchase of 
local personal protective equipment (PPE) over imports to grow the domestic industry for PPE and 
health essentials production. 

The Confederation of Philippine Manufacturers of PPE (CPMP) is requesting the government to 
source more of its face mask and coverall requirements from the industry group. At present, firms 
belonging to the CPMP have a combined capacity to make 57.6 million face masks and 3 million 
coveralls monthly. 

According to the CPMP, the state demand for face masks ranges between 30 million and 80 million 
a month, of which only 10 million is being bought from domestic manufacturers. 

CPMP President Lawrence de los Santos said what the DOH can do is plan ahead its purchase of 
PPE and face masks. This way, PPE makers here can allocate ahead of time and see if they can 
supply the government’s requirements. 

“Key challenge is demand. The biggest customer for PPEs is Philippine government. There is a 
problem we are facing with the way the government secures and procures PPEs. It’s not in sync 
with our production,” de los Santos said in a virtual briefing last week. 

De los Santos claimed 80 percent of PPEs and face masks the government buys are imports, and 
this is just discouraging for local producers since most of them invested capital in order to retrofit 
their facilities. 

At present, most of CPMP’s clients are private sector firms who sells face masks at the retail level. 
However, CPMP member-firms admitted the government remains to be the largest buyer of 
health essentials in the time of Covid-19. 

“The government is still the most important buyer. Most of us are quite new to this. We need 
government procurement to grow this industry. An immediate demand from the government will 
help us secure our capacity and production,” de los Santos said. 

Link: https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/08/24/garment-groups-seek-priority-for-local-ppe-
makers-in-govt-deals/ 
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