
YOUR DESIGN

In advance of today’s Challenge, you will have had access to – and should
have read - a series of Information Packs, which were designed to
assist you prepare.

The new building should have access for all with a joint welcome and 
reception area with internal access to the Outward-Bound Learning 
Space and the Visitor Centre. The public toilets should also be here.

The Outward-Bound Learning Space should have: 

• A bunkhouse. This should include one sleeping rooms for ten S2 
boys with showers and toilets and another similar facility for ten 
S2 girls. These should include facilities for disabled children.

• a separate area for two teachers and an assistant with showers 
and toilets, 

• An education classroom, which can also convert into a student 
lounge and dining room in the evenings at weekends,

• Washing and drying room, 

• Kitchen,

• Lots of storage to store all the equipment needed for the various 
activities,

• Outside space to store 5 canoes, mountain bikes etc, but also an 
area for a barbeque.

The Visitor Centre should have:

• exhibition space,

• observation and viewing gallery/tower.

Due to the historic significance of the site, a team of archaeologists, 
will be carrying out extensive excavations in and around the chapel. 
There may be buried remnants of how local people lived, worked and 
hunted 1500 years ago. Details of their excavations and finds will be 
displayed in an exhibition in the new building.

Historic Environment Scotland are keen to see at least part of the 
chapel given a prominent position in the new building. It should in part 
be reinstated using natural building materials, such as stone, iron, 
thatch and timber. A disused stone quarry on the island can be made 
accessible if required and recently a small storm damaged woodland was 
cleared creating a stockpile of timber for use in construction. The 
project should include plans for re-planting varies species of trees next 
to the new building. 

The new building should be in appearance sympathetic to its rural 
setting, but also represent the diversity, culture, strength of character 
and design skills of a modern dynamic Scotland.

Perth and Kinross Council will arrange for a jetty to be constructed at 
the side of the loch to allow boats from the mainland to dock and 
transfer visitors back and forward to St Serf’s Island.

BRIEF
C  CREATIVE SPACES 2017

INTRODUCTION

Today you will be designing a sustainable Outward-Bound Learning Space and Visitor 
Centre.

In addition to the preparation of design drawings your team will be required to 
produce an outline schedule of costs for your design and construct a scale model to 
illustrate the finished product. Two of you will have to present your design at the 
end of the competition. It is a busy day! 

Your teacher can only assist you for the first forty minutes or so. After they have 
left, you are at liberty to approach any of the Creative Spaces helpers who will be 
available to assist you.

THE BRIEF

So, let’s get started……

The Outward-Bound Learning Space and Visitor Centre will be located on St Serf’s 
island, also known as the Inch in Loch Leven, Perth and Kinross. 

There is presently no public access to the island, which is a safe breeding ground for 
many hundreds of waterfowl and gulls each summer and wintering ground for migrant 
geese. Birds nest undisturbed on the rough, hilly grassland and in the extensive reed 
beds.

Embedded in Scotland’s heritage is a monastery that was once on the island and 
although it was demolished in the 1830s, the ruin of its 6th century chapel has been 
preserved. 

The remains of this historic building will form the centre piece of a new building that 
will serve two main purposes:

• Outward-Bound Learning Space and

• Visitor Centre

The Outward-Bound Learning Place and all of its support accommodation, will be 
large enough to house a group of 20 children and their teachers, who will stay on the 
island for a week at a time. It will introduce young people to the outdoors and involve 
them in a range of skills including, camping, hill walking and hiking, mountain biking, 
sailing, fishing, climbing, survival, swimming and bird watching.

The Visitor Centre will be designed to accommodate people who are interested in 
Scottish wildlife, but particularly to create a secluded viewpoint to watch the 
activities of the wildlife and the various birds who frequent the island.

CONTEXT

The site is slightly contoured and is completely surrounded by water, but 
is in close proximity to land and the Loch Leven Heritage Trail

The prevailing wind is from the south west.

An underground stream runs below the site.

Some water (there is a fresh water well) and electricity will be available 
on the island, but not enough to meet the needs of the building. 

As far as possible - the building should include sustainable design 
principles in terms of the materials used in its construction and as such 
you should consider using sustainable power sources and ways to reduce 
the amount of energy used to build and operate it.

St Serf’s island and chapel ruins View from chapel ruins to mainland
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YOUR DESIGN continued…
The aim of the Trust who run the facility is to encourage adventurous and 
challenging outdoor learning programmes that will equip young people with valuable 
skills for education, work and life. 

It also aims to increase their confidence, communication and team working 
abilities, make them more confident, more effective and more capable at school, 
college and in the workplace.

In addition to undertaking interesting and enterprising activities, where they will 
experience an expedition, camping out overnight and spend at least 24 hours away 
from modern-day amenities and distractions, young people will have increased 
knowledge, understanding and awareness of the natural environment.

All parts of the building should be accessible to people with physical disabilities 
and adults and children of all ages. 

COST
The total area should not exceed 400m2

You have a construction budget of £800,000

The attached cost spreadsheet provides an indication of the cost of building 
materials. Choose these wisely as you need to calculate the cost of constructing 
your building.

REMEMBER
Today is about having fun and enjoying yourself. 

Make sure you have designed your building before your start making a model.

Read the brief carefully and make sure you have included everything.

OUTWARD BOUND LEARNING SPACE AND 
VISITOR CENTRE AREAS/ DIMENSIONS 
to help with your design 

EXAMPLES OF OUTWARD BOUND/VISITOR 
CENTRES AND AN OBSERVATION TOWER

VIEWING 
GALLERY/ 
TOWER
25M2

(5x5m)

KITCHEN
16M2

(4x4m)

GIRLS 
BUNKHOUSE

60M2

(6x10m)

STAFF 
BEDROOMS

15M2 

(3x5m2)

GIRLS WC
15M2

(3x5m)

BOYS WC
15M2

(3x5m)

BOYS 
SHOWERS

10M2

(2x5m)

GIRLS 
SHOWERS
10M2  (2x5m) 

DIS BATH 
ROOM
6M2

(2x3m)

WASH/DRY
6M2

(2x3m)

OUTDOOR 
STORE/ BBQ

44M2

(4x11m)

STORAGE
15M2

(3x5m)

EDUCATION/ 
DINING/ 
LOUNGE
72M2

(8x9m)

EXHIBITION 
SPACE
25M2

(5x5m)

BOYS 
BUNKHOUSE

60M2

(6x10m)

STAFF 
BATH 
ROOM
6M2
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The questionnaire you completed was worth 10 points, the calculation of the costs 
will be worth 10 points and the presentation will be worth another 10 points. The 
DESIGN is worth 35 points and the MODEL is worth 35 points. Think about where 
the majority of your effort should be placed!!

Brockholes Wetland and Woodland Nature Reserve, UK  

Cory Environmental Visitor Centre, Thurrock Thameside, UK

Outward Bound Centre, Alderhorst, Germany

Bird watching tower, Graswarder, Germany


