
 

       CREATIVE SPACES CHALLENGE 2006 

 

TAYSIDE CONSTRUCTION FORUM in partnership with 

 Dundee and Tayside Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
 

The Space, Dundee College on 20 April 2006 
 

DESIGN BRIEF 
 
The intention of the Challenge is to use your imagination and design and build a small 
extension to the common room/social area of a fictitious part of your school for the use of 
S2 pupils. 
 
All the materials necessary to achieve this objective will be provided for you. 
 
The budget for the project will be in the region of £250,000.  
 
Your design for the extension and the model should preferably be constructed to a scale of 
1:50. The drawings you have been provided with are already drawn to that scale. 
 
You may consult the architect (Sandy), quantity surveyor (Graham) and building contractor 
(Andy) who will be in attendance for the duration of the Challenge, for assistance at any 
time. Others from the Construction Industry will also be available to lend a hand. 
 
Your 2 minute presentation should be given by a maximum of two individuals per school and 
should consist of:- 
 

 A brief introduction 

 A drawing indicating a plan, and a cross section through the building 

 An indicative sketch of what the extension will look like 

 A model (you need only build the shaded area of the existing building) 

 A completed spreadsheet that will, explain in general terms how your costings were 
arrived at. 

 
Spreadsheets will be provided that illustrate indicative costs of building materials and this 
should be given careful consideration in your presentation. The cost of the new extension 
should in the region of £1000 for every m2. In other words, if the size of your proposed 
extension is to be 3m x 5m, then you might expect the cost to be in the region of 15 x 
£1000 which would be £15,000. 
 

The judges will be looking for the presentation that provides the most 
imaginative and appropriate and ‘creative’ design solution that is 
preferably within the available budget. 
 
The marking by each of the four judges will be scored as follows 
 
Design Idea…..40 
 
Quality of the Model and the Drawing……30 
 
Quality of the 2 minute presentation……20 



 
Accuracy of the Costings……10 
 
This will give a total of 100 marks per judge. 
 
The Brief 
 
The existing common room is located at the end of a corridor in a school wing that 
currently looks plain and uninteresting. You are being asked to alter the common room and 
extend it to provide  
 
a) Rehearsal studio for the school rock band on the ground floor 
b) New Common Room on the first floor 
 
From the outside, the new extension should look dynamic, unique and exciting. 
 
The Head Teacher has agreed suggested that the new common room will require a lot of 
natural light, to be comfortable and relaxing but using materials that are robust enough to 
withstand the wear and tear of school use. It should be environmentally friendly. 
 
Other things to think about are………The existing school wing is only single storey in height 
with a pitched roof but this can easily be removed. It has been built in such a way that the 
external walls to the South and West can be removed without the need for any structural 
(and expensive) works. Access for all will need careful consideration. 
 
Recent years have seen students concentrate more on interior design features (making 
furniture, pool tables and the like). The focus this time would preferably be on the 
design of the building utilising the natural features of the site. 
 
There is a small pond nearby and a tree, which was planted by the Head Teacher’s mother 
only 5 years ago, in the lawn on which the building sits. These cannot be moved. 
 
Getting Started…. 
 
1. Think about the brief: what are you being asked to do? 
2. Take time to think about your design ideas 
3. Sketch what the extension will look like 
4. Decide from your team who is doing what 
5. Work out the sizes 
6. Make sure you can afford your design! 
7. Prepare the drawing 
8. Build the model 
 
Are you ready? Go for it, be creative and enjoy yourselves!! 
 
 


