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Introduction

St Lawrence houses the largest collection of 20th century 
stained glass in York.   It is also the largest collection of glass 
produced by the Knowles family of Stonegate.  Most of the 
glass is painted in the arts and crafts style popular at the turn of 
the last century.   This guide has been produced to help the 
visitor understand what the painted glass shows, and where 
known indicates a maker and the year it was made.   Any 
inscriptions in the glass are reproduced in italics.  Thanks are 
due to Paul Danaher for the excellent photographs.

The guide begins with the windows at the very back of the 
north aisle, and works clockwise around the building finishing 
at the baptistry. 

Kevin Atkinson
July 2020



These two windows 
were removed from the 
o l d c h u r c h a n d 
introduced to the new 
church.  

The left window depicts 
the Crucifixion and the 
right window depicts the 
resurrection.  

The maker of these 
windows is unknown, 
but it looks like the 
windows were altered to 
fit the new openings, 
and the square quarries 
above and below the 
scenes looks very much 
l i k e t h e w o r k o f 
Knowles.

Erected by Eliza Wilson in memory of her aunt Jane Scruton, who died 8th 
January 1869 ages 82, and of her mother Sarah Wilson who died January 16th 
1869 aged 84.

North Aisle: The Crucifixion & Resurrection  



This set of three windows is based on Matthew chapter 2. ‘They saw the 
young child with Mary his mother and fell down and worshipped him’ and 
depicts the Virgin Mary and Christ child with the three magi.  It is the work of 
John Ward Knowles of Stonegate and was made in 1905.  

To the glory of God and in memory of Thomas Kilvington died Novr 16th 1883 : of 
his wife Elizabeth died Novr 5th 1886 and of their younger daughter Jane Ann died 
Augst 24th 1897 of the parish of St Mary Bishophill Senr. + Erected 1905

North Aisle: The coming of the Magi 



This set of three windows depict Faith, Charity and Hope. Hope stands 
holding the anchor, and a finger pointing heavenwards, Faith with her hand 
across her heart and holding a cross and Charity stands holding a child with a 
heart emblazoned on her chest.

The window was erected in memory of Dr John Sykes’ mother, Ellen Wilson.  
John Sykes was a significant benefactor in the building of the new church, and 
was on the building committee.  In 1894 he erected the Ellen Wilson Hospital 
just adjacent to the church hall.  The centre window has the Sykes family 
motto of Fontes Sint Limpidi - Let the fountains be clear.  His coat of arms can be 
seen and shows two roundels containing alternating horizontal wavy bands of 
silver (or white) and blue, and a serpent possibly representing Aesculapeus 
the Greek father of medicine and John Sykes’ profession.   A brass plaque 
below the window records the memorial.

North Aisle: Faith, Hope & Charity



At the top of the North aisle are a final set of three windows.  The subject is 
Finding in the Temple.

The 12 year old Christ is in the centre window, teaching. Seated in both right 
and left windows are the doctors and elders. Mary and Joseph can be seen 
‘finding Christ’ and admonishing him, to which he replies:

Wist ye not that I must be about my fathers business

To the glory of God This window was erected by the children of this parish and their 
friends AD 1896 

+ Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise +

North Aisle: The finding in the temple



North Transept: Christ in Glory



The Barstow window was given by Mary Barstow in memory 
of her husband, Thomas.  It is a large and very attractive 
Knowles window of 1906.   

The window is Christ in glory.  Christ is in the centre window, 
standing in front of his heavenly throne and surrounded by the 
Evangelists and angels as described in Revelation.  As well as 
the Evangelists there are symbols of the evangelists, the Angel 
for Saint Matthew, the Lion for Saint Mark, the Ox for Saint 
Luke and the Eagle for Saint John.  At the bottom of the centre 
window is the Agnus Dei,  a figure of a lamb bearing a flag, as 
an emblem of Christ.  

This window was blocked from view by the organ when it was 
was moved from the present lady chapel to the North transept 
as part of re-ordering the choir and sanctuary in 1926.  The 
organ was removed in 2006 and the window was re-revealed.  
In 2020 another pipe organ was built in the North transept,  
again obscuring the window from view.  However, the window 
is back lit, so it can be seen from outside from dusk until 
midnight each evening.  

In loving memory of Thomas Wm Barstow born 1818 died 1889, son 
of Thomas Barstow of Garrow Hill Erected by Mary his Widow



The East Windows
The three large windows in the 
apse of the East End form a 
depiction of the Crucifixion.  Christ 
on the cross is in the centre 
window, with weeping angels at 
the foot of the cross.  Beneath them 
are St Lawrence and St Stephen.  In 
the left window is Mary, mother of 
Christ, and beneath Mary is St 
Matthew and St Luke, and in the 
right window is St John, beneath St 
John is St Luke and another St 
John.

Centre: To the Glory of God and in 
memory of Richard Newton Melrose 
who died September 4th 1894 aged 69 
years. 

Left: Sacred to the memory of Ann 
Whaley and Mary Maria Theresa 
Harper RIP 1896.

Right: Sacred to the memory of 
Francis Whaley and Harriette Sarah 
Harper RIP 1896.

These are all by John Ward 
Knowles.   
 



The Lady Chapel

The Lady Chapel was created in 1926 after the 
removal of the pipe organ to the North transept. 
The artist of the window above the altar is J C N 
Bewsey of London, a pupil of C E Kempe.  
Bewsey’s output was not large but he did complete 
a number of windows in the region. The window 
was made in 1927. 

The window is of the Annunciation.   There are 
lilies in the first image of the Virgin Mary who is 
shown as the Queen of Heaven with the Christ 
child, who is holding an apple - traditionally the 
fruit of the Tree of Knowledge and therefore 
alludes to him as the future Redeemer of mankind 
from original sin.

The lower part of the window shows the 
Archangel Gabriel giving the news to Mary that 
she will have a son. Written on a scroll are the 
words of Luke 1:28 Ave gratia plena dominus tecum -  
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is 
with thee.

In Memory of William Wilkinson Wilberforce of 
Millfield, York, who died 25th April 1895 aged 67 and 
of Mary Anne his wife, who died 7th August 1916 aged 
79. 

 



This window is by York artist Harry Harvey.   It depicts St Cecilia in the left 
window, and members of the choir in the right window. It was given in 1972 
by the Fearne family who had a long association with music at St Lawrence.
 

 Remember before God Sefton Fearne 1870 - 1940, Sefton Fearne 1898 - 1972, 
Lawrence Earnest Fearne 1928 - 72. Choristers of this church. 



The World War 1 
Memorial Window The South Transept 



The subject of the window is the communion of saints; the fellowship of those 
who love and serve, and their sharing of the Holy Mysteries - that of Divine 
Compassion.  

This - the great multitude of the Elect - is suggested in the crowded upper 
part of the window, where the figures represent those who, however 
divergent their earthly paths, are made one in love, joy and humility through 
the perception of the Presence of God, symbolised by the Holy Grail.

‘For the Lamb which is in the midst of the Thrones shall feed them’
Revelation 7:17

Around these holy souls flows the River of Life - its source in Heaven but 
descending thence in a great golden stream to vivify the Earth.

Bathed in its brilliance is shown a knight in prayer - the symbol of the Soul 
freed by death from the limitation of earth, and thus enabled to rise above its 
illusions.  He is arrayed as the Soldier of God and around his head shine the 
seven stars of the Crown of Life.  Seven is the number of perfection, and the 
stars mean - Illumination through the spirit of wisdom - the spirit of 
understanding - the spirit of love (or council) - the spirit of power - the spirit 
of knowledge - the spirit of righteousness - and the spirit of Divine Love. 

‘Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee the Crown of Life’
Revelation 2:10

Rising from the water on either side stand the coast of England and France.  
York is shown in the right window with its ancient walls and the great 
Minster rising within them.  St Lawrence stands without and a red factory 
dedicates the work of the modern city.  In the left window stands Amiens, the 
Cathedral balancing York Minster on the opposite side.  Nearer to us is part of 
the country over which raged the Battle of the Somme.  Albert church is 
shown with the famous statue of Our Lady which hung from the tower for 
many months and the woods of Thiepval with guns and wire entanglements.  
The Somme also reflects the golden light of Light Eternal.    



The inscription reads:
In memory of the noble and saintly lives of Thomas Abelson Harpley MA of St 
John’s College Cambridge at one time Vicar of this Church + + + And of his son 
Robert Abelson Harpley, Lieu, 5th Battalion K.O.Y.L.I who fell fighting in the 
battle of the Somme July 6th 1916 + + + This window was placed by their loving 
wife and mother, Henrietta Partridge Knox.

Robert Abelson Harpley
2nd Lieutenant

Born: 28/02/1896
Attacked machine gun corps

Killed: 05/07/1916
Regiment: King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry

Cemetery: Thiepval Memorial



 South Aisle: Suffer the little children 

The centre window shows children being brought to Christ with two of his 
disciples looking onwards disapprovingly.  A sole angel is set against an arts 
and crafts array of patterns in each of the flanking windows.  They carry part 
of the scripture on a scroll. Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child he shall not enter therein.  

The gift of Richard Warin Taylor, Churchwarden of this parish to the glory of God 
and In memory of his two daughters, Mary Jane who died April 11th 1861, aged 11 
and Emma. Also in memory of his Grandson, Warin John Taylor Garland who died 

April 1st 1886 aged 16 months. 



 South Aisle: The call of Samuel 

The window depicts the temple at Shiloh - 
there is an incense burner on the floor, and 
the lamp of God hanging from the ceiling.  
The two figures are Eli and Samuel who are 
working in the service of the temple.   11  
year old Samuel hears the voice of the Lord 
and mistakes it for Eli.  He wakes Eli three 
times before Eli realises the voice Samuel can 
hear is the Lord.  Eli instructs Samuel on how 
to reply.  

Speak Lord for thy servant heareth 

Erected by the teachers and children of St 
Lawrence Sunday schools 1905



 South Aisle: The Alcuin window 

The window depicts Alcuin of York.  It has 
an imposing beauty on the nave and is 
painted in a striking arts and crafts style.  
Painted by John Alder & Milward 
Knowles, sons of John Ward Knowles in 
1924 the figure of Alcuin has an uncanny 
resemblance to their father, John Ward 
Knowles.   The window is flanked by two 
plain coloured quarry windows.  

 

Erected 1924 by old scholars & friends to the 
memory of John Noble for many years 

headmaster of the day schools Churchwarden 
and choirmaster of this church.  



The windows surround the south aisle door, it is not 
known who made these windows and they are unsigned, 
they depict six northern saints, (clockwise from the bottom 
left) Constantine Emperor & St Paulinus, St Helen, St 
Hilda, St Cuthbert & St Oswald.

South Door: The Northern Saints 

Constantine & St Paulinus: Erected to the memory of Wm and Eliz Weatherill of 
this parish by their two sons Robert & Wm 1897.

St Hilda: A thank offering to God from Tom and Marianna Parker late of this 
parish in remembrance of the Baptism of Lilian their daughter.

St Oswald & Cuthbert: Erected in memory of Richard and Sarah Sharp of 
Whitelee & Comershall Yorks, by their son George Easter 1899.

A brass plaque below records: 
The Stained Glass representing St Helen is placed in memory of Margaret Helen 
wife of A McGraith Died June 30th 1895 aged 24.



This window was erected in affectionate remembrance of William and Jane Scruton 
her parents and of William her brother by Jane Scruton AD 1964.  

These two windows were in the old church and transferred to the new 
church, probably by Knowles.   The left window depicts the raising of 
Lazarus.  Mary and Martha can be seen with mourners at the tomb of 
Lazarus.  Christ is calling Lazarus to come out.   The right window depicts 
Christ at the home of Mary and Martha.  Mary is sat at the feet of Christ 
listening to him, and Martha working busily in the background.  The 
maker is unknown.

The Baptistry: The raising of Lazarus & Christ at the home of 
Martha



Baptistry: The Good Shepherd

I am the Good Shepherd 
Feed the lambs

Erected to the Glory of God AD 1906

The baptistry window depicts Christ as the 
Good Shepherd and was painted by John 
Ward Knowles.  

A brass plaque below records: 
This window was presented by John Cuthbert 
Hudspith and Maria his wife.  The latter died 
22nd January 1910.


