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          MASS DATES,                  TIMES                    INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 23rd April Vigil         8:30pm Jacques & Myrna Desire (Sp Int) 
Sun 24th April   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 25th April   10:00am Peggy Gallagher (RIP) 
Tue 26th April   10:00am James Kelly(28th Ann) 
Thu 28th April     10:00am Janina Straczynska (RIP) 
Fri 29th  April   10:00am Mary O'Rawe (RIP) 
 Sat 30th  April    Vigil    5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 1st May 10:00am Joanna Hamlin (Sp Int) 
 

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun 
Mass 9.15-9.45am or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 

 

CASTING A SHADOW 

When we talk about casting a shadow over something we 
usually mean it in a negative way. We mean that 
something is ruined or spoilt. But today, in the Acts of 
the Apostles, everyone wants to get close to Peter, just on 
the off-chance that his shadow will fall over them and 
they will be healed. The Acts of the Apostles is really the 
account of how the Church grew and spread in the days 
and years that followed the resurrection of Jesus. It’s wonderful to see how the apostles 
became transformed from frightened men, huddling together in a locked room, into forthright 
preachers of the word of God, empowered by the Holy Spirit. There’s a vibrant sense of 
excitement in the early chapters as we see that God has not stopped working wonders and 
marvels and that the number of new Christians starts to grow and the Good News begins to 
be broadcast over new territories.  Some time ago the Church in Britain used a slogan which 
said, “We are the Easter people and Alleluia is our song.” Being part of an Easter people 
summons us to be joyful, for we sing of a great victory that God has achieved in Christ. And 
our Easter song is echoed on every one of the other fifty-one Sundays of the year because 
each Sunday is a mini-Easter, a making present of the saving acts of Jesus. Every Sunday, 
even in Lent, is a day not for fasting but for feasting. To “celebrate” the liturgy is to 
broadcast what our “celebrity” God has done and is still doing for us here and now. In 
worship - celebrity and celebration are intimately linked. So let’s be the Easter people. Let’s 
be proud of our God. Let’s celebrate the wonders God is performing for us. And, yes, let’s 
cast a wide shadow. 
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PARISH NEWS 
 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 
GIFT AID envelopes for 2022/23 are now available for collection at the back of the 
church. These envelopes are to be used as of the 10th of April 2022.With the new tax 
year beginning; this is an ideal time to consider registering for Gift Aid. For more 
information, please contact Parish Office or pick up a registration form available at 
the back of the church. 
 

MARY’S MEALS BACK-PACKS Thank you so much for your generous donation 
of 232 backpacks which are helping us to give children in Malawi the materials they 
need for school.  As you may know, we have made the difficult decision to bring 
The Backpack Project to an end.  The context we have been working in since the 
beginning of the pandemic is very different to when the project began, with greater 
logistical complexities and costs to bear that are unsustainable for our mission. Our 
ability to reach hungry children has always relied on simplicity and good 
stewardship at the heart of all we do, and it is with a heavy heart that we recognise 
The Backpack Project no longer represents those important aspects of our mission.  
We therefore must focus solely on feeding children living in the world’s poorest 
countries with a nutritious meal each school day. I thank you, from the bottom of my 
heart, for your time and I hope you will continue to support our mission. Together, 
we can reach the next hungry child waiting for Mary’s Meals. Yours sincerely, 
Daniel Adams, Executive Director, Mary’s Meals UK. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY will begin again on Sunday May 1st.. 
   
GARDENING EQUIPMENT: Spring is in and so our little patch of paradise will 
need to be maintained, so, if anyone has a petrol Hedge Trimmers or/and a petrol 
Strimmers - that they no longer need or use, is in good working condition and would 
like to donate them to St Mark’s church, I would be very appreciative. 
 
SCIAF WEE BOX: if you availed of a WEE BOX during Lent, could you please 
return it asap as we prepare to count and transfer the funds to SCIAF. Thank you.  
 
CHRISM MASS:  
Thank you to those from our parish who joined in with representatives from all the 
other parishes throughout the diocese, their priests and the Archbishop for this Mass 
last Tuesday. It is always wonderful for us priests to see and have that local support 
from the parishes we serve.  
 
OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS last weekend amounted to £762.70  Thank you 
for your continued support of our parish, without your contributions the work of 
God’s church would not be possible. 
  

http://www.stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/


LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles [5:12-16]  
The numbers of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily. 
The faithful all used to meet by common consent in the Portico of Solomon.  No one 
else ever dared to join them, but the people were loud in their praise and the numbers 
of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily.  So many 
signs and wonders were worked among the people at the hands of the apostles that 
the sick were even taken out into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping-mats in 
the hope that at least the shadow of Peter might fall across some of them as he went 
past.  People even came crowding in from the towns round about Jerusalem, 
bringing with them their sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and all of them 
were cured. 
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Responsorial Psalm [Ps 117:2-4. 22-27] 
Response: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 
‘His love has no end.’ 
 
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes.    
This day was made by the Lord; 
we rejoice and are glad. 
 
 
O Lord, grant us salvation; 
O Lord grant success. 
Blessed in the name of the Lord 
is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; 
the Lord God is our light. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Reading: A reading from the book of the Apocalypse [1:9-13. 17-
19] I was dead and now I am to live forever and ever. 
My name is John, and through our union in Jesus I am your brother and share your 
sufferings, your kingdom, and all you endure. I was on the island of Patmos for 
having preached God’s word and witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord’s day and the 
Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write 
down all that you see in a book, I turned round to see who had spoken to me, and 
when I turned I saw seven golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a figure like 
a Son of man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist with a golden girdle. 

When I saw him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he touched me with his 
right hand and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, the First and the Last; I am the Living 
One, I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever, and I hold the keys of death 
and of the underworld.  Now write down all that you see of present happenings and 
things that are still to come.’ 
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Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to John [20:19-31] 
Eight days later, Jesus came. 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in 
the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’  After 
saying this he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.   For those whose 
sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are 
retained.’  Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came.  When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the 
holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe’.  
Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. 
The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with 
you’ he said.  Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’  
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because 
you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’  There were 
many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded 
in this book.  These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing this you may have life through his name. 
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