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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 26th March Vigil         5:00pm Sr. Theresa Fitzgibbon (RIP) 
Sun 27th March   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 28th March   10:00am John Allan (RIP) 
Tue 29th March   10:00am Gordon McGhee (RIP) 
Thu 31st March  
P3 First Confession’s   

  10:00am Julia Armit (RIP) 

Fri 1st April   10:00am Deceased Members Lourdes Group 
Sat 2nd April Vigil         5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 3rd April   10:00am Theresa Harkins 
 

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun 
Mass 9.15-9.45am or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 

PARTY MOOD  
When the prodigal son came home they celebrated the fact that 
he was part of the fold once more. But there was an empty seat 
at the celebration - the older brother refused to come. 
The liturgy, and especially the Mass, is the continuation of that 
celebration. At the Eucharist we celebrate the fact that in Jesus 
Christ we have been redeemed and forgiven, and that one day 
we will enjoy seeing God face to face in the never-ending 
celebration of bliss and happiness in heaven. In the meantime we eat and drink the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ that was given up and shed for us so that sins may be forgiven. 
As you sit in your pew today, are there any empty seats? It would be surprising if there 
weren’t! Who belongs in those seats? people who have had some sort of gripe with the 
church and have decided to give Sunday worship a wide berth. To an extent this is true. We 
are a fallible group of people and we’re quite capable of failing each other at crucial times, 
and of even putting off people to the extent that they no longer darken our doors. What would 
happen if we reached out to family and neighbours, to friends who feel that the Church has 
failed them? Is it worth taking the risk of inviting them to the celebration or not? Would it 
shock us if they said yes? 
We never find out whether the father finally managed to get the older brother to enter into the 
spirit. He could have just gone and sat there with a long face. But just turning up isn’t 
enough. Are you glad to be able to celebrate with your whole being, singing and praying, 
giving thanks for the forgiveness that God has lavished upon us through no merit of our own? 
Or should we put the fatted calf on the back burner? 
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PARISH NEWS 
 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 

GIFT AID envelopes for 2022/23 are now available for collection at the back of the 
church. This is an ideal time to join the Gift Aid scheme which provides a valuable 
income to St Mark’s. Please speak to Fr. Seán or our Gift Aid Co-ordinators Paul 
Drury and Catherine Burns for more information.  If any existing Gift Aid donors 
require updating their personal details, please let us know. 
 

FIRST CONFESSIONS. Please pray for the children who will make their first 
confession on Thursday 31st March. The children will attend 10:00am Mass and 
thereafter celebrate the sacrament. Parents are encouraged to come to support and 
pray for their child as they take an important step on their journey of faith. 
 

LAST SHIPMENT - MARY’S MEALS BACK-PACKS June - who works for 
Mary’s Meals has assured us that they will collect and transport every single 
backpack we have (in their final shipment) They will be collected from our church 
hall on April 18th (Easter Monday) around midday. We will find other ways to help 
them to feed hungry children in schools. 
 

SECOND COLLECTION - SCIAF SUNDAY - this weekend in aid of Papal & 
Episcopal Charities including SCIAF.  The bishop of Motherwell – Rt Rev. Joseph 
Toal, writing on behalf of the bishops of Scotland has prepared a letter to be shared 
with parishioners across Scotland. Archbishop Leo Cushley has also written a letter 
to be read at all weekend masses regarding SCIAF’S helping role in the current crisis 
in the Ukraine and the input of the Archdiocese. These letters are available at the 
back of the church. Please pick up a copy to bring home and read. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS take place in St. Mark’s each Friday of Lent at 7pm. 
 

4th LENTEN TALK: takes place Thurs, Mar 31st after 10am Mass. All are welcome 
 

HOUSE BLESSINGS: if anyone is interested in having their house blessed in the 
coming weeks or months, please clearly write your Name, Address, Phone Number 
and Post Code on a piece of paper and put it in the box provided at the back of the 
church. Fr. Sean will then make contact to arrange a suitable time and date. 
 

12 VOLUNTEERS are being sought to participate in our Easter Triduum 
celebration for the Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday - to have their 
feet washed. Anyone interested should make their intentions known to Fr. Seán in 
the coming weeks. 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS last weekend amounted to £2,528.16 Thank you 
for your continued support of our parish, without your contributions the work of 
God’s church would not be possible.  

http://www.stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/


LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the book of Joshua [5:9-12]  
The People of God keep the Passover on their entry into the promised land. 
The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you’.   
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the 
fourteenth day of the month, at evening in the plain of Jericho.  On the morrow of 
the Passover they tasted the produce of that country, unleavened bread and roasted 
ears of corn, that same day.  From that time, from their first eating of the produce of 
that country, the manna stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the Israelites 
fed from that year onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded. 
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Responsorial Psalm [Ps 33:2-7] 
Response: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
His praise always on my lips; 
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad. 
 

Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us praise his name. 
I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free. 
 

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 
This poor man called; the Lord heard him 
and rescued him from all his distress. 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians [5:17-21] God reconciled us to himself through Christ. 
For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and 
now the new one is here.  It is all God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on this reconciliation.  In 
other words, God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s 
faults against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.  So 
we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appealing through us, and 
the appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be reconciled to God.  For our sake God 
made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might become the goodness of God. 
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Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus! 
I will leave this place and go to my father and say: 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.’ 
Praise and honour to you Lord Jesus! 
 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [15:1-3. 11-
32] Your brother here was dead and has come to life. 
The tax collectors and the sinners, meanwhile, were all seeking his company to hear what he 
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.’  So he spoke this parable to them: ‘A man had two sons.  The 
younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to 
me”. So the father divided the property between them.  A few days later, the younger son got 
together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a 
life of debauchery.  ‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and 
now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who 
put him on his farm to feed the pigs.  And he would willingly have filled his belly with the 
husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything.  Then he came to his senses and 
said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I 
dying of hunger!  I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of 
your paid servants.”  So he left the place and went back to his father. ‘While he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in 
his arms and kissed him tenderly.  Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.”  But the father said to his 
servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet.  Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a 
feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost 
and is found.” And they began to celebrate.  ‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on 
his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing.  Calling one of 
the servants he asked what it was all about.  “Your brother has come” replied the servant 
“and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and 
sound.”  He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; 
but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once 
disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with 
my friends.  But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your 
property - he and his women - you kill the calf we had been fattening.”  The father said,  
“My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours.  But it was only right we should 
celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come back to life; he was 
lost and is found.” 
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