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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 19th March Vigil         5:00pm George Service (RIP) 
Sun 20th March   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 21st March   10:00am Okonkwo kenechukwu & nkiruka 
Tue 22nd March   10:00am John & Edward Savoy (Ann) 
Thu 24th March   10:00am Scott Martin (Ann) 
Fri 25th March   10:00am Peter Lynagh (Ann) 
Sat 26th March Vigil         5:00pm Sr. Theresa Fitzgibbon (RIP) 
Sun 27th March   10:00am People of the Parish 
 

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun 
Mass 9.15-9.45am or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 

 
LAST CHANCE SALOON? 
We love to put things off. Yes, we’ll get round to 
them some day but at the moment I’m a bit busy, a 
bit tired, it’s too late, Coronation Street is on or I’m 
a bit too distracted to do anything at the moment - 
there’s always tomorrow.   
In today’s gospel Jesus reminds his listeners of two 
awful events - a murderous attack on worshippers 
in the Temple, and a disaster that killed eighteen 
people when a building collapsed on them.  
His point is that you never know what’s lurking 
around the corner - these people who died never once considered that they wouldn’t return 
home that day. Then, he tells them, you too must repent now or you could also perish like 
they did.  
Lent reminds us that repentance is not a once-and-for-all action. We don’t make a grand act 
of repentance and then sit back and relax. Repentance is a constant activity - taking regular 
reality checks that what we are doing and saying is consistent with our desire to belong to 
God’s family. Although we concentrate on repentance a great deal in Lent, it is something 
that should be a daily activity for all of us. Is there something in your life that niggles at you? 
Something that you know you should do something about which will improve your quality of 
life with God and with others? Well, don’t worry about it; you can always do something 
about it tomorrow, after Easter, in the summer or in the run-up to Christmas….Or perhaps 
not!!! 
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PARISH NEWS 
 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you have 
been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us in 
God’s love. 
 

THE OBLIGATION to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation HAS BEEN 
RESTORED.  It is still MANDATORY to wear face masks and hand sanitising is still 
OBLIGITORY - before contact with the Holy Water. The sign of peace may be 
reintroduced but it should be understood that some people may not be willing to 
have any physical contact at this time, in which case a civil bow would be 
appropriate. 
 

40 HOURS’ DEVOTION continues throughout the Archdiocese this Sunday to 
Tuesday at St Mary’s Bo’ness and St John the Baptist & Kentigern, Edinburgh. 
Contact parishes for details or visit bit.ly/40hoursschedule for details of full 
programme for the Archdiocese.   
 

SCIAF UKRAINE APPEAL As well as through your prayers, please consider 
supporting SCIAF’s emergency appeal for Ukraine, if you are able. Donations can be 
made at https://www.sciaf.org.uk/ To find out how the Catholic Church is helping 
those in Ukraine see https://www.caritas.org/ If you are not able to donate online 
please hand in any donations at the church house marked “Ukraine”. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS take place in St. Mark’s each Friday of Lent at 7pm. 
 

3rd LENTEN TALK: takes place Thurs, Mar 24th after 10am Mass. All are welcome to 
attend. 
 

HOUSE BLESSINGS: if anyone is interested in having their house blessed in the 
coming weeks or months, please clearly write your Name, Address, Phone Number 
and Post Code on a piece of paper and put it in the box provided at the back of the 
church. Fr. Sean will then make contact to arrange a suitable time and date. 
 

DON’T FORGET that the clock’s go forward 1 hour next weekend 
 

WILLING HELPERS The next day for group cleaning of the church will be Tuesday 
22nd March after the 10am Mass. All help is appreciated if only for an hour. Cleaning 
is typically finished well before noon with tea and biscuits afterwards. 
 

12 VOLUNTEERS are been sought to participate in our Easter Triduum celebration 
for the Vigil Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday - to have their feet 
washed. Anyone interested should make their intentions known to Fr. Seán in the 
coming weeks. 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS last weekend amounted to £608.75 Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish, without your contributions the work of God’s 
church would not be possible. 

http://www.stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/40hoursschedule?fbclid=IwAR2SjJ2jLYhcQumxKK24uHJHDu0y-uda3HFzPBQ4uxFkH3KVV6pbMOMH8xU
https://www.sciaf.org.uk/
https://www.caritas.org/


LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the book of Exodus [3:1-8. 13-15]  
I am has sent me to you. 
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He 
led his flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God.  There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the shape of a flame of fire, 
coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it 
was not being burnt up.  ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,’ Moses said ‘and 
see why the bush is not burnt.’  Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and God 
called to him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’ he said. ‘Here I am’ he 
answered.  ‘Come no nearer’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which 
you stand is holy ground.  I am the God of your father,’ he said ‘the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face, 
afraid to look at God.  And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, I am 
well aware of their sufferings.  I mean to deliver them out of the hands of the 
Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land where 
milk and honey flow.  Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of 
Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you”. But if they ask 
me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’  And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who I 
Am. ‘This’ he added ‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel: “I Am has sent me 
to you”.’  And God also said to Moses, ‘You are to say to the sons of Israel: 
“Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you”. This is my name for all time; by this name I shall 
be invoked for all generations to come. 
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Responsorial Psalm [Ps 102:1-4. 6-8. 11] 
Response: The Lord is compassion and love. 
 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. 
 
It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. 
 
The Lord does deeds of justice, 
gives judgement for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses 
and his deeds to Israel’s sons. 
 
 
 

 
The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth 
so strong is his love for those who fear him. 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians [10:1-6. 10-12] The life of the people under Moses in the desert was 
written down to be a lesson for us. 
I want to remind you, brothers, how our fathers were all guided by a cloud above 
them and how they all passed through the sea.  They were all baptised into Moses  
in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and all drank the same 
spiritual drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as  
they went, and that rock was Christ.  In spite of this, most of them failed to please 
God and their corpses littered the desert. These things all happened as warnings for 
us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they had.  You must never 
complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer.  All this 
happened to them as a warning, and it was written down to be a lesson for us who 
are living at the end of the age.  The man who thinks he is safe must be careful that 
he does not fall. 
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Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
Repent, says the Lord, 
For the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [13:1-9]  
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did. 
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with that of their sacrifices.  At this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these 
Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than any other Galileans?   
They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.  
Or those eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you 
suppose that they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem?  
They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did.’   

He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he 
came looking for fruit on it but found none.  He said to the man who looked after  
the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to look for fruit  
on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the 
ground?” “Sir,” the man replied “leave it one more year and give me time to dig 
round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut it down.” 
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