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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 12th March Vigil         5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 13th March   10:00am William Martin (Ann) 
Mon 14th March   10:00am Charles Buchanan (RIP) 
Tue 15th March   10:00am Very Rev. Philip Canon Doherty(RIP) 
Thu 17th March   10:00am Irmgard Gaida (RIP) 
Fri 18th March   10:00am Ian MacDonald (Ann) 
Sat 19th March Vigil         5:00pm George Service (RIP) 
Sun 20th March   10:00am People of the Parish 
 

CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun 
Mass 9.15-9.45am or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 

 
HANGING ON 
There’s an air of anxiety in our scripture readings today. God 
tells Abram of his many descendents and territories, but 
Abram is still worried about the future and God has to 
reassure him and keep him persevering in faith.   
The same is true with Peter, James and John. Jesus gives 
them a real boost to the their faith by letting them see him 
being transfigured on the mountain top, talking with Moses 
and Elijah…a sure sign that he is from God. Both Abram and 
Peter are privileged to be in the presence of God, yet they are 
worried about the road ahead and whether or not they will 
really see things through.  
No matter how strong our faith is, we still have moments when we wonder what it’s all 
about, whether we can cope with present difficulties and how we will match up to the 
demands of the future. Of course, that’s what faith is all about. If faith were a manual of 
answers, an instruction book that couldn’t fail, then it would no longer be faith.  
But as we go through life we come across people and events that strengthen our faith. It 
seems that when everything is rumbling on in a mundane way we suddenly are given a 
glimpse of what lies beyond. These mountain-top experiences boost our faith because they 
redirect our hope and recharge our enthusiasm.  Last week we began Lent by looking at the 
temptations that lie in wait for us as we try to follow Christ. This week we are given a shot in 
the arm as we glimpse something of the glory of Jesus in the Transfiguration. 
So Lent isn’t just about sin. It’s also about faith, promise, perseverance, hope, dreams, 
compassion, trust, reconciliation and renewal. Have a Happy Lent! 
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PARISH NEWS 
 
WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 

THE OBLIGATION to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation HAS 
BEEN RESTORED.  It is still MANDATORY to wear face masks and hand 
sanitising is still OBLIGITORY when coming into our churches. Assembling at 
entrances and exits should still be avoided.Holy Water may now be used by those 
who wish. Hands should be sanitised before contact with the Holy Water. 
 

40 HOURS’ DEVOTION continues throughout the Archdiocese at St Alexander’s, 
Denny, on Sunday 13 March from 10am-6pm and in St John Ogilvie, Wester Hailes 
(contact the parish for details) or visit bit.ly/40hoursschedule for details of full 
programme for the Archdiocese.   
 

ST. MARK’S SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 2022 The names of all children 
registered for the Sacraments this year has been posted on our notice board. Please 
keep all children in your prayers. Parents should make sure that their children’s 
names are on the list.  
 

THE ARCHDIOCESAN LOURDES PILGRIMAGE IS BACK!  It takes place 
from 8-15 July and will be led by Archbishop Cushley. All the details you need are 
at www.edinburgh-lourdes.com/lourdes22 
 

MARY’S MEALS have been in contact to inform us that they are soon to 
discontinue their Back Pack project. They have extended their thanks and 
appreciation to everyone in St. Mark’s who have helped so generously over the years 
in helping to feed, educate and change the lives of our less fortunate brothers and 
sisters in Christ overseas. 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS take place in St. Mark’s each Friday of Lent at 7pm. 
 

2nd LENTEN TALK: takes place Thurs, Mar 10th after 10am Mass. All are 
welcome to attend. 
 

WILLING HELPERS The next day for group cleaning of the church will be 
Tuesday 22nd March after the 10am Mass. All help is appreciated if only for an hour. 
Cleaning is typically finished well before noon with tea and biscuits afterwards. 
 

Early Morning Lenten Mass: are available Monday to Friday at the Sacred Heart 
at 8.00am during the Lenten season 
 

SCIAF - 100 CLUB MARCH WINNERS: 1st – #61Iris Pettigrew £30.  
2nd – #76 Jacquie George £15. 
 

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS last weekend amounted to £781.07 Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish, without your contributions the work of God’s 
church would not be possible. 

 
  

http://www.stmarksrcchurch-edinburgh.org.uk/
https://bit.ly/40hoursschedule?fbclid=IwAR2SjJ2jLYhcQumxKK24uHJHDu0y-uda3HFzPBQ4uxFkH3KVV6pbMOMH8xU
http://www.edinburgh-lourdes.com/lourdes22


LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the book of Genesis [15:5-12. 17-18]  
God enters into a Covenant with Abraham, the man of faith. 
Then taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if 
you can. Such will be your descendants’ he told him.  Abram put his faith in the 
Lord, who counted this as making him justified.   

‘I am the Lord he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans 
to make you heir to this land.’ ‘My Lord, the Lord,’ Abram replied ‘how am I to 
know that I shall inherit it?’  He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old heifer, a three-
year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’  He brought 
him all these, cut them in half and put half on one side and half facing it on the other; 
but the birds he did not cut in half.  Birds of prey came down on the carcasses but 
Abram drove them off. 

Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized 
him. When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared a smoking 
furnace and a firebrand that went between the halves.  That day the Lord made a 
Covenant with Abram in these terms: ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the 
wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’ 
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Responsorial Psalm [Ps 26:1. 7-9. 13-14] 
Response: The Lord is my light and my help. 
 

The Lord is my light and my help; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? 
 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 
have mercy and answer. 
Of you my heart has spoken: 
‘seek his face.’ 
 

It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; 
hide not your face. 
Dismiss not your servant in anger; 
you have been my help. 
 

I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord! 
 

 
 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
[3:17-4:1] Christ will transfigure our bodies into copies of his glorious body. 
My brothers, be united in following my rule of life. Take as your models everybody 
who is already doing this and study them as you used to study us.  I have told you 
often, and I repeat it today with tears, there are many who are behaving as the  
enemies of the cross of Christ.  They are destined to be lost. They make foods into 
their god and they are proudest of something they ought to think shameful; the things 
they think important are earthly things.  For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from 
heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will 
transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body. He will  
do that by the same power with which he can subdue the whole universe.  So then,  
my brothers and dear friends, do not give way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss 
you very much, dear friends; you are my joy and my crown. 
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Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
From the bright cloud, the Father’s voice was heard: 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved.  Listen to him!’ 
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [9:28-36]  
As Jesus prayed, the aspect of his face was changed. 
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up the mountain to pray.   
As he prayed, the aspect of his face was changed and his clothing became brilliant 
as lightning.  Suddenly there were two men there talking to him; they were Moses  
and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his passing which he was  
to accomplish in Jerusalem.  Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, but 
they kept awake and saw his glory and the two men standing with him.  As these  
were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful for us to be here; so  
let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah’. - He did not 
know what he was saying.  As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with  
shadow; and when they went into the cloud the disciples were afraid.  And a voice 
came from the cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’   
And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The disciples kept silence  
and, at that time, told no one what they had seen. 
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