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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 29th Jan Vigil         5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 30th Jan   10:00am Sr. Clare Lenahan (RIP) 
Mon 31st Jan   10:00am Suffering Souls in Purgatory 
Tue 1st Feb   10:00am Ida Boron (Sp Int) 
Thu 3rd Feb   10:00am Mary McCooey (Ann) 
Fri 4th Feb   10:00am Domusika, Lech, Ada & Family (Sp Int) 
Sat 5th Feb Vigil         5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 6th Feb   10:00am John Sludden (RIP) 

 

 
Prophecy!!! 
What comes to mind when you think of the word ‘prophet’? Quite often we can 
think of someone who predicts the future or at least has some insight into future 
events. Within the Biblical tradition a prophet is one called by God to be involved in 
a special mission - sometimes to proclaim things, but in general someone who 
speaks on God’s behalf about the realities, behaviour and the relationship of the 
people of Israel with God. This message can at times be fairly unpopular and fall on 
irritated and sometimes unresponsive ears.  
Today’s Gospel is a continuation of last week’s where Jesus proclaims himself as the 
fulfilment of the very prophecy he was reading. In one sentence we hear that Jesus “won the 
approval of all”, shortly after we hear “the people became enraged” and wanted to kill him. 
What inflames the situation is when He recalls two events concerning prophets from the Old 
Testament - Elijah & Elisha. In both events, foreigners come to the faith through the work 
of these two prophets. In other words, Jesus is stressing the fact that non-Jews are more able 
and ready to recognise God’s ways than the Chosen People. No wonder the Synagogue 
explodes into anger. 
Through Baptism we have been given a share in the prophetic mission of Jesus. At our 
Baptism, when we are anointed with the oil of Chrism, the Priests words are “…as Christ 
was anointed Priest, Prophet and King so may you….”. Not only are we to live out the 
elements of God’s message and word, but also to bring it into the lives of those we meet. St 
Paul assures us of a simple, thorough and pure way of doing this – through love – because 
love is never ending. We need to be the bearers of the type of love that Paul speaks of and, 
we need to continually and openly preach the message of the Gospel even when it may not be 
received wholeheartedly. The tradition of the Biblical prophets and the life of Jesus show us 
that God will never abandon us in these most difficult times. All that is asked of us is to 
remain faithful to God’s ways and to live in God’s love. 
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PARISH NEWS 
 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 

OBLIGATION  TO ATTEND SUNDAY MASS: The Bishops of Scotland have 
decided that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation 
is postponed until further notice. 
 

DIPLOMA IN CATECHETICS 2022 Explore the richness and depth of the 
Catholic faith with course leader Sr Anna Marie McGuan from the Archdiocese of St 
Andrews & Edinburgh. She and a range of guest speakers bring you online lectures 
each Thursday evening, guided reading, one-to-one support, retreats and 
supplementary courses on Zoom and YouTube. The Diploma in Catechetics lasts 
one year, begins this month and costs £200. Students £150. Other concessions 
available. Email sranna.marie@staned.org.uk for information. Register 
at bit.ly/DiplomaCatechetics2022 (See flyer at back of church for more details) 
 

ANNUAL SAFEGUARDING STATEMENT: will be read out at both the Vigil 
and Sunday Masses this weekend by the Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator. The new 
Scottish Catholic Safeguarding Standards Agency has been established as an 
independent body to oversee the Church’s safeguarding practice. Lady Rae is 
looking to recruit people to act as Board Directors to support the work of the agency. 
Details https://aspenpeople.co.uk/microsite/scssa/ 
 

40 HOURS’ DEVOTION continues throughout the Archdiocese this Sunday after 
11:30am  Mass at St Mary’s Church, Stirling and ends on Tuesday evening with 
Benediction at 7:00pm. Visit www.stirlingstmarys.org for details & full 
programme for the Archdiocese at bit.ly/40hoursschedule.  

 

PARENTS - PLEASE REMEMBER  A meeting for Parents of children making 
their Confirmation is on Monday 31st  Jan @7pm in the church hall.  
A meeting for Parents of children making their First Holy Communion is on 
Monday 7th Feb  @7pm in the church hall. 
Rite of illumination for children making their First Confessions will take place on 
Sun 6th Feb during the 10am Mass. Looking forward to seeing you all on these dates. 

 

COLLECTIONS  last weekend amounted to £624.15 Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish, without your contributions the work of God’s church would 
not be possible. 
 

MAY THE ANGELS LEAD HER INTO PARADISE; A Requiem Funeral Mass 
for the late Eileen Montgomery will be held on Friday 4th February in St Peter’s 
Church at 11.30am. May she rest in peace. 
  

https://mailto:sranna.marie@staned.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diploma-in-catechetics-2022-tickets-224601909357
https://aspenpeople.co.uk/microsite/scssa/
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the prophet Jeremiah [1:4-5. 17-19] 
In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to birth I 
consecrated you; I have appointed you as prophet to the nations.  So now brace 
yourself for action. Stand up and tell them all I command you. Do not be dismayed 
at their presence, or in their presence I will make you dismayed.  I, for my part, 
today will make you into a fortified city, a pillar of iron, and a wall of bronze to 
confront all this land: the kings of Judah, its princes, its priests and the country 
people.  They will fight against you but shall not overcome you, for I am with you to 
deliver you - it is the Lord who speaks.’ 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 70:1-6. 15. 17] 
Response: My lips will tell of your help. 
 
In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 
let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, free me: 
pay heed to me and save me. 
 
Be a rock where I can take refuge,  
a mighty stronghold to save me; 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
Free me from the hands of the wicked. 
 
It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 
my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 
On you I have learned from my birth, 
from my mother’s womb you have been my help. 
 
My lips will tell of your justice 
and day by day of your help. 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
and I proclaim your wonders still. 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians [12:31-13:13]  
Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that is better 
than any of them.  If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without 
love, I am simply a gong booming or a cymbal clashing.  If I have the gift of 
prophecy, understanding all the mysteries there are, and knowing everything, and if I 
have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, but without love, then I am nothing

at all.  If I give away all that I possess, piece by piece, and if I even let them take my     
body to burn it, but am without love, it will do me no good whatever.  
Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or 
conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, and is not resentful.  
Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always 
ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes.  Love does not 
come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when they 
must fail; or the gift of languages, it will not continue forever; and knowledge - for 
this, too, the time will come when it must fail.  For our knowledge is imperfect and 
our prophesying is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect things will 
disappear.  When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and 
argue like a child, but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind me.  Now 
we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face to face. 
The knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I am 
known.  In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the 
greatest of these is love. 
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Alleluia, alleluia 
I am the way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
Alleluia 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [4:21-30] 
 Like Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is not sent to the Jews only. 
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as  
you listen’.  And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the  
gracious words that came from his lips.  They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’   
But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician, heal yourself”  
and tell me, “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in  
your own countryside.”   And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever 
accepted in his own country.  ‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you,  
in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained shut for three years and six months and a  
great famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of these:  
he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian town.  And in the prophet Elisha’s 
time there were many lepers in Israel, but none of these was cured, except the  
Syrian, Naaman.’  When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged.  
They sprang to their feet and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up  
to the brow of the hill their town was built on, intending to throw him down the  
cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked away. 
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