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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 22nd Jan Vigil         5:00pm Danuta, Ian & Family (Sp Int) 
Sun 23rd Jan   10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 24th Jan   10:00am James Park (ANN) 
Tue 25th Jan   10:00am George Service (RIP) 
Thu 27th Jan   10:00am Rose Kelly (1st Ann) 
Fri 28th Jan   10:00am Rafael Boron (Sp Int) 
Sat 29th Jan Vigil         5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 30th Jan   10:00am Sr. Clare Lenahan (RIP) 

 

Beginnings often bring about new resolutions, themes and 
intentions. At the beginning of a new administration – 
political or religious – a leader often presents what he or she 
believes will be the guidelines or directions that their period 
of leadership will likely herald. Fidelity and the overall 
adherence to these guidelines will be assessed at the 
conclusion of that person’s tenancy.  
In the Gospel today we have a similar beginning. We have 
the adult Jesus emerging into his first public event after his 
baptism and his temptation in the desert. Jesus goes into his 
home town of Nazareth, enters the synagogue and is given the scroll from the prophet 
Isaiah from which to read.  
What is central to his reading from Isaiah is that Jesus announces the fact that these 
prophecies are being fulfilled in Him. He is proclaiming himself as the Messiah, the 
Anointed One of God, there in their midst. These listed elements in Isaiah’s reading will 
be the basis of his mission. They will mark the way in which he will bring the love, 
grace and mercy of God into the lives of people, especially those who are socially and 
religiously disengaged and disaffected.  
These words will be the very fibre of His ministry and His fidelity to these words will be 
seen in his actions.  
Just as the words spoken by a leader at the beginning of their tenure will make them and 
those who believe in their ways, accountable in their future deeds, so too will we, as 
followers of Jesus be asked to make his words and actions ours.  
We need to recognise that through our Baptism we too have been anointed with the 
Spirit of the Lord and as such have the mission and responsibility to bring the liberating 
grace and mercy of the Lord to others, whilst experiencing their effects in our own lives. 

 
PARISH NEWS 

 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 

OBLIGATION  TO ATTEND SUNDAY MASS: The Bishops of Scotland have 
decided that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation 
is postponed until further notice. 
 

DIPLOMA IN CATECHETICS 2022 Explore the richness and depth of the 
Catholic faith with course leader Sr Anna Marie McGuan from the Archdiocese of St 
Andrews & Edinburgh. She and a range of guest speakers bring you online lectures 
each Thursday evening, guided reading, one-to-one support, retreats and 
supplementary courses on Zoom and YouTube. The Diploma in Catechetics lasts 
one year, begins this month and costs £200. Students £150. Other concessions 
available. Email sranna.marie@staned.org.uk for information. Register 
at bit.ly/DiplomaCatechetics2022 (See flyer at back of church for more details) 
 

WHEELCHAIR; recently we had need of a wheelchair in the church only to 
discover that we don’t have one. If anyone has a wheelchair in good working 
condition at home, is no longer in need of it and would be willing to donate it for use 
in the church - it would be greatly appreciated. 
 

40 HOURS’ DEVOTION continues throughout January in the Archdiocese on:  23/01 
St Mary Magdalene, Glenrothes; 30/01 St Mary’s, Stirling. See parish websites for 
schedule. Full programme for the Archdiocese at bit.ly/40hoursschedule.  

 

SYNOD MEETING Please attend the Synod meeting for our Deanery and make 
your voice heard. - Edinburgh City Deanery - 7pm, 26 Jan at St Mary's Cathedral, 
Edinburgh; all are welcome to attend, 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER  A meeting for Parents of children making their 
Confirmation is on Monday 31st  Jan @7pm in the church hall. Looking forward to 
seeing you all there. 
 

NATIONAL SAFEGUARDING UPDATE: The new Scottish Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards Agency has been established as an independent body to 
oversee the Church’s safeguarding practice.The latest issue of Safeguarding Matters 
newsletter provides details of what the agency will do (available 
atbit.ly/3tyeInn).Lady Rae is looking to recruit people to act as Board Directors to 
support the work of the agency. Details https://aspenpeople.co.uk/microsite/scssa/ 
 

COLLECTIONS  last weekend amounted to £751.26 Thank you for your continued 
support of our parish, without your contributions the work of God’s church would 
not be possible. 
 
St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540  
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading: A reading from the book of Nehemiah [8:2-6. 8-10]  
Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, consisting of men, women, and children 
old enough to understand. This was the first day of the seventh month.  On the square before 
the Water Gate, in the presence of the men and women, and children old enough to 
understand, he read from the book from early morning till noon; all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of the Law.  Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the 
purpose.  In full view of all the people-since he stood higher than all the people-Ezra opened 
the book; and when he opened it all the people stood up.  Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the 
great God, and all the people raised their hands and answered, ‘Amen! Amen!’; then they 
bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated themselves before the Lord.  And Ezra read 
from the Law of God, translating and giving the sense, so that the people understood what 
was read.  Then Nehemiah-His Excellency-and Ezra, priest and scribe (and the Levites who 
were instructing the people) said to all the people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your God. 
Do not be mournful, do not weep.’ For the people were all in tears as they listened to the 
words of the Law.  He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and send a portion to 
the man who has nothing prepared ready. For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: 
the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.’ 
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Responsorial Psalm [Ps 18:8-10. 15] 
Response: Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life. 
 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 
it revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted 
it gives wisdom to the simple. 
 

The precepts of the Lord are right, 
they gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear, 
it gives light to the eyes. 
 

The fear of the Lord is holy, 
abiding for ever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 
and all of them just. 
 

May the spoken words of my mouth 
the thoughts of my heart, 
win favour in your sight, O Lord, 
my rescuer, my rock! 
 
2nd Reading: A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians [12:12-
30]  
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these 
parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ.  In the one Spirit we were all  
 
 
 
 

 
baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us 
all to drink.  Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts.  If the foot were  
to say, ‘I am not a hand and so I do not belong to the body’, would that mean that it stopped  
being part of the body?  If the ear were to say, ‘I am not an eye, and so I do not belong to  
the body’, would that mean that it was not a part of the body?  If your whole body was just  
one eye, how would you hear anything? If it was just one ear, how would you smell 
anything?  Instead of that, God put all the separate parts into the body on purpose.  If all the 
parts were the same, how could it be a body?  As it is, the parts are many but the body is one.  
The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not need you’, nor can the head say to the feet, ‘I do not 
need you’.  What is more, it is precisely the parts of the body that seem to be the weakest 
which are the indispensable ones; and it is the least honourable parts of the body that we 
clothe with the greatest care. So our more improper parts get decorated in a way that our 
more proper parts do not need. God has arranged the body so that more dignity is given to the 
parts which are without it, and that there may not be disagreements inside the body, but that 
each part may be equally concerned for all the others.  If one part is hurt, all parts are hurt 
with it. If one part is given special honour, all parts enjoy it.  Now you together are Christ’s 
body; but each of you is a different part of it.  In the Church, God has given the first place to 
apostles, the second to prophets, the third to teachers; after them, miracles, and after them the 
gift of healing; helpers, good leaders, those with many languages.  Are all of them apostles, 
or all of them prophets, or all of them teachers? Do they all have the gift of miracles, or all 
have the gift of healing? Do all speak strange languages, and all interpret them? 
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Alleluia, alleluia 
The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 
To proclaim liberty to captives 
Alleluia 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [1:1-4; 4:14-21]  
Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the events that have taken 
place among us, exactly as these were handed down to us by those who from the outset  
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, I in my turn, after carefully going over the 
whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered account for you,  
Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn how well founded the teaching is that you 
have received.  Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his 
reputation spread throughout the countryside.  He taught in their synagogues and everyone 
praised him.  He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day as he usually did. He stood up to read and they handed him the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is written: The 
spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. He has sent me to bring the 
good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the 
downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.  He then rolled up the scroll, gave it 
back to the assistant and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then 
he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen’. 
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