
St MARK'S PARISH 
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MASS DATES, TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
Sat 1st Jan 2022 Vigil         5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 2nd Jan   10:00am John Hanlon (Ann) 
Mon 3rd Jan    NO MASS 
Tue 4th Jan   10:00am John Sludden (RIP) 
Thu 6th Jan   10:00am Francis McAllister (RIP) 
Fri 7th Jan   10:00am Funeral Julia Armit 
Sat 8th Jan Vigil         5:00pm Sophia Corbett (Ann) 
Sun 9th Jan   10:00am People of the Parish 

**Monday 3rd January 2022 – NO MASS 
EPIPHANY PEOPLE 
To follow the star and become Epiphany people we have 
to be aware of three important challenges.  Epiphany 
people have first to be people of faith. Imagine setting 
out on a journey like the wise men and not actually 
knowing where you are going, following only where a 
star leads you. Yet this is what faith demands. To be a 
person of faith means that we trust in God so much that 
we are prepared to be led, wherever God decides to take us. Being people of faith doesn’t 
mean having all the answers; it simply requires us to be open to God’s promptings and 
prepared to act even if others think we are mad to do so. Faith and trust cannot be prised 
apart.   A second characteristic of Epiphany people is that their faith makes them want to 
worship. The wise men brought their gifts and worshipped the Lord. Just knowing our 
God should be reason enough for worship. We bring our gold (the best we can be), our 
frankincense (our contribution to making the world a more beautiful place) and our myrrh 
(our pains and our tears as well as the comforting presence we extend to others), and with 
these gifts of our lives we fall on our knees before the God that our faith journey leads us 
ever closer to.   And finally Epiphany people are people of change. The wise men didn’t 
simply spend the rest of their lives fawning at the crib. They left enriched by what they 
had seen and heard and they headed off to tell others what they had experienced. But they 
heeded the warning of their dream and decided to change their plans and go back home by 
a different route. Every encounter with our God-made-man challenges us to change. God 
never wants us to stay where we are; our job is to follow the star.  Epiphany reveals Jesus 
to all nations. His glory is seen by people from all over the known world. And these 
Epiphany people are people of faith, people of worship and people of change. 
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PARISH NEWS 
 
NEW YEAR WISHES May God’s blessings be with you and your 
families throughout 2022. 
 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or on holidays for Christmas 
and the New Year we bid you welcome.  If this is the first time you have been to 
Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us in God’s 
love. 
 

FOLLOWING THE LATEST GOVERNMENT ADVICE we would ask that 
where possible you maintain a safe distance from other households when in the 
church, please do not gather in the porch area or outside. The use of hand sanitizer 
and face coverings is still required.  
 
RIP: Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Julia Armit, who’s 
Requiem Mass will be celebrated in St Mark’s on Friday Jan 7th at 10.00am and 
thereafter to Craigmillar Cemetery @ 12 Noon. May her soul and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: from Friday 31st Dec 2021 there will now be a weekly 
scheduled Friday morning mass at 10am. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Harris, son of Oliver & Jennifer Barsby, who was 
baptised in St Mark’s church last Sunday.  We welcome him as a child of God into 
our parish community  
 

BOOKLETS: we currently provide booklets called the living faith which gives a 
reflection on the daily mass readings for a month.  On a trial basis for Dec, Jan & 
Feb – we are trying a booklet called day by day which gives the daily mass 
readings for a month. We would like to hear you thoughts on this booklet in order to 
decide whether to continue ordering it or not. 
 

RESTORATION OF SUNDAY OBLIGATION: The Bishops of Scotland have 
decided that the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation 
will be postponed due the increase of Covid -19. 
 

CHILDRENS LITURGY:  Re-commences again on Sunday January 9th 2022. 
 

COLLECTIONS  last weekend amounted to £1021.82.Thank you for your 
continued support of our parish,  without your contributions the work of God’s 
church would not be possible. 
 

REMINDER to parents of all children making First Confessions, First Holy 
Communions or Confirmations - the Rite of Enrolment will be held on Sunday 9th 
January during 10am Mass. I look forward to seeing you all there. 
PLEASE REMEMBER the next Parents meeting for children making their First 
Confessions is on Monday 10th Jan @7pm in the church hall  



 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading: A reading from the prophet Isaiah [60:1-6]  
Above you the glory of the Lord appears. 
Arise, shine out Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is rising on 
you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples.  Above you the 
Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations come to your light and 
kings to your dawning brightness.  Lift up your eyes and look round: all are 
assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far away and your daughters 
being tenderly carried.  At this sight you will grow radiant, your heart throbbing and 
full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you, the wealth of the nations come to 
you; camels in throngs will cover you, and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold and incense and singing the praise of the 
Lord. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 71:1-2,7-8,10-13] 
Response: All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 
 
O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. 
 
In his days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
 
The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts shall pay 
him tribute. 
The kings of Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts. 
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him. 
 
For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 
 

 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
[3:2-3.5-6] It has now been revealed that pagans share the same inheritance. 
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he  
meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of  
the mystery.  This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his  
holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it means  
that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the same body,  
and that the same promise has been made to them, in Jesus Christ, through the  
gospel. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
 
Alleluia, alleluia 
We saw his star as it rose 
and have come to do the Lord homage 
Alleluia 
 
 
Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew [2:1-12]  
We saw his star and have come to do the king homage. 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, 
some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east.  ‘Where is the infant king of the 
Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’  
When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole of Jerusalem.  
He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired  
of them where the Christ was to be born.  ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him  
‘for this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you  
are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a leader 
who will shepherd my people Israel’.   Then Herod summoned the wise men to see 
him privately. He asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, and  
sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when 
you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’   
Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. And there in front of 
 them was the star they had seen rising; it went forward, and halted over the place 
where the child was.  The sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into  
the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees they  
did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.  But they were warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 
and returned to their own country by a different way. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission. 
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